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VAGOR; 

OB 

Vicissitudes of a Vagabond. 



Keep not standing fixed and rooted 

Briaklj venture, briaklj roam; 
Head and hand where'er tbou foot it, 

And stout heart are still at home. 
In each land the sun doth visit 

We are gay whatever betide, 
To give space for wandering is it 

That the world was made so wide. 

OOBTHB. 



Lord Byron found among Qie dons his hero. 

The Franks supplied him to Torquato Tasso; 
Another finds him somewhere below xero, 

Whcdre Boreas sounds his high-faluting basso 
One finds him in the stem old B' man Nercv 

And Scratch himself is caught in SOton's lasso. 
We caring not for far-fetched, pompous wit, 

Tfd^e for our hero roving Solway Kit. 

Emtob. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PREFACE. 

Every life lived however unassuming may be called 
one of God's poems, and fairly well presented, reflect 
light and joy upon the paths of others; for just as any 
statement made by us reveals ourselves — the bias of 
our minds — so the works <>l ^e^.^eveal him in intrin- 
sic grace and glory. !rhey speak falsely says Bancroft 
who say that truth is the daughter of time; it is the 
child of etfcHii%^la^aif(^^1^kltifi6 HAtii. The 
perception of it takes place in the order of time, truth 
itself knows ipthiog of the succeission of ages. 

If by studying the lives oJt great men, we master to 
a certain exteitt all the kiiowtedge mA rdsouifces of 
their times, v^ar^ fBimopS fift«u»jgely 6(zdti^ and im- 
proved by the fortunes of kb indiiiduid i^^ along 
unnoticed and unknown, fits toils ana ifialgy falls 
and indigniti^ raise our emotionSi while ms virtues, 
triumphs and Qpmpathies become ours. Whatever re- 
lates to human life its experiences, joys, sufferings, 
achievements, usuaUy attract beyond all els^.. Man 
only, sa^ Eo^ersc^, QW. paint, or m^e» or think. 

It is an ioedi^ual oi 4he kiier o3itss wd have ollosen 
to ^N^N^ft MbMe *<the niodfr iiulii^erous dwE^is pre. 
cisely tbd '<SIa^ i^ip^iotg ^hit& ^^ batid ifo€i inost 
meagre mfofmalion.^' 

Briefly no oiindcWbed^vouttj given to 3Uoh reali- 
ties withontre&Iairgement of 8pi;rit and hence the editor 
has taken pains, whenever possil^le, to verify the state- 
ments in the MS. and here presents it to the world 
as a record of the age unvarnished and direct. 
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VAGOR. 

INTRODUCTORY. 
I. 

On the English road — a highway leading out of 
Scotland into England — a few miles from a quaint 
old city is, or was not many decades since, the 
abnormal village of Trench. Abnormal we call it 
because both collectively and in detail it was 
against all rule and precedent. 

If, after imbibing its contents, you twirl your 
tea-cup around precisely three times and invert it, 
you will probably have from the refuse a correct 
representation — from the hovel of sod on the verge 
of that dark, treacherous morass, to the 'substantial 
farm-house or mansion of stone. As intermediate, 
domiciles of mud, clay, cobbles, bricks, with roofs 
of straw, sod, grass, rushes, tiles, slates — after the 
tastes or exigencies of their possessors. 

On each side of a magnificent turnpike, attesting 
the triumph of mechanical ingenuity, and stretch- 
ing east and west beyond the horizon, was an 
almost impassable moss dividing the dales of 
Annan and Nith; or, in local banter, the Annandale 
thieves from the Nithsdale robbers. 

Hence this locality still retained its prestige as 
the refuge of the distressed and outlawed as lyell as 
of aliens from the sister countriea A few patro- 
nymics are suggestive — ^0*Neill, O'Oonnell, O'Raf- 
ferty. Wells, Morgan; and to these Smifch, Milburn, 
Eobinson. The really native scions were few and 
far-between but, all so amalgamated, woe was sure 
to betide the constable or posse of constables who 
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VAGOR. 7 

either ostensibly or warily attempted to entrap 
anyone who had committed himself to their honor. 
In a word there might have been found swamp- 
hei-oes to charm the wits of a dozen Dickenses. 

This vast track was encircled by scenes and 
memories of historic interest. To the South Mou- 
sewald — the pastorate of Bev. Henry Duncan, ihe 
founder of Savings' Banks; Torthorwald with its 
old castle, yet hugely lowering over much of the 
dale, and mementoes of the brave Eirkpatrick. 
Northward an ancient arid renowned city lovingly 
dubbed the Queen of the South — ^the site of a 
famous cattle-market — whose stre^ had echoed 
the tread of a Bruce, a Sc 3tt, or a Douglas, and 
latched the magical tones of a Burns, Aird, or 
Carlyle. It was said by the biographer of Burns 
that his speech was so taking the hostlers and 
domestics at inns where he stopped late would rise 
out of bed and gather round him to listen to his 
accents. 

Westward towers Criffell — an abrupt mountain 
of 2000 feet in altitude — overlooking the Solway 
and birth place of John Paul or Paul Jones — so 
endeared to Americans by his indomitable courage 
and victories in their behalf. 

As to educational advantages, at the time of 
which we write was one thatched schoolhouse, or 
side school, taught by an amiable and respected 
middle-aged gentleman, whose attainments might 
be on a par with a District schoolteacher's. 

The chimney was in the middle and descended 
by means of canvas low enough to be easily touched 
by the larger scholars. The fire was of peat or 
turf, on a raised hearth about two yards square, 
and composed of cobble or whinstones against 
which tho infant classes placed their feet in winter, 
the other receding according to grade and acquire- 
ment. There, my reader, you may see in imagina- 
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8 VAGOR. 

Won, in tl;e year of great Scott's dei^ise, our cUent 
as the foremost scholar of his age — ^his feet on t^ie 
paratlelogran;! and wonderinglv peering up through 
the canvas chimney into the serene heavens, which 
shed their silent smile over him more enrapt than 
the Epicurean who sang the subjoind rhapsody to 
hifl( gay philosopy-^ 

'^WlMitl think jpu the god« pjaoe their bliss eh! 

Jm pliiyiBg the spy an a smuer! 
l^ fouatifg ^le ^19 U»at w^ fciss, eht 

0|r the cups thM; ^e empty at <^nerf 
Cusntetnt with the soft hps that love us, 

ThiQ is^u^icy this wiue, and this mutb, b9y8, 
W^ ci^-e ^oi for gods up above us 

^e Imow there's 1^0 gods for this e|M*th, boys!*' 

— ^Bulwer Lytton. 
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n. 

VILLAGE AND PECULIARITIES. 

We may explain that the village took its name 
from the fact that it stool on trenched or reclaimed 
ground. 

It contained not a few really snng, convenient 
dwellings besides a grocery, smiUiy, carpentry, and 
weaving establishm^its. 

The genera population might be classed under 
the general weaver, drover, p^-jobber, horse-cow- 
per, turf -monger. 

One exception and thereby hangs our tale. 

The last structures as you go south were a Farm- 
house with its adjuncts and — removed twenty rod-* 
or so — two cottages for the use of cotters or labor- 
ers employed upon the farm. 

It stood on a rather imposing elevation in an 
amte angle, formed, — on one si(^, by a pleasant 
hedge shaded lane, and, on the other, by the 
smooth wdl-kept highway. 

^Beside the door was a large spreading hawthorn 
overhanging a deep, perennial draw-weH, i^ways 
kept under cover from fear of accident. 

The interior and surroundings would favorably 
compare with any of equal pretension. The occu- 
pant or farmer was a middle-i^ed man of medium 
h^ht and full contour. His countenance was 
ruddy and features r^ular though prominent, 
while expressive blue eyes spoke under a rather 
ri^aggy but classic forhead. His manners were 
blunt characteristic of his country — "the worst 
wpr4 ^V^V 
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10 VAGOR. 

Like Brindly, the engineer, he thought no more 
of looking into a book for information, with respect 
to his calling, than into the heart of a millstone, 
and, like him, his success .was exceptional. 

His ancestral boast, paternally, went back to 
"forty-five," — of which he felt prouder than .many 
of the blu^ 6f bitie blooA And ftt that date so 
s^ugg^tiye of Highland fidelity he might well 
recur; for 

"'Tis wonderful 
Th&% fibti inv^ble im^titid cThobld ii&tiietibt/^ 
Tohftitf u]dMKrd«dy ix>mii* iwtMght/ 
Civility not seen from othe»S^ tttlot' 
That wildly gi^WB in them, but jieids a crorp 
AS'if it bad be^ sowed/' 

An old moss-grown slab in TiflWiald graveyard 
on whi^h was placed some device or insignia nu^t 
one day indicate his family origin — it was beyond 
him* 

Maternally {h6 name furni^tefl the niicletis ot 
the Gallant Grahams ot iScots Greys. 

Iti^ pai-tnef Was a woman of singulai pnid^ce 
and address, pious and cheerful behevifig that all 
events wduld one day work in for godd. 

By descent, too, she shared with the Primate of 
all Engfend and Eutope's historian, the blood of 
^he ti^itional h^ro, which she transmitted ifi hat^red 
of what was mean and ignoble. 

Of their scions tre need not elalargc 

•[Ehere ^'er& four of each kihd — one oUr hei-d. . 

Their lives passed peacerally and happily t)fe-- 
cause each had hia or her apt empldyment^and 
€>n}OYed av ^etise of progress l)oth in efforts AnSt 
results— the source and seei*et of all happinessj 
and when, in the evening, they were closed around 
thfe large, open fire-place thete was little ^ be 
desired. That little seemed supplied i^^iif All 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VAGOR. 11 

olteti IK as the case, a fete* neighbors happened in 
whose qualifications as oraoles were rcmarkaUe 
and umque; for some of them had trailed tbeit 

i)ikes for otild Ireland in *98, and otheni were Pe»* 
nst^r veterans who had fou^i nnder Sir John 
Moore and Lord Wellesley. 

The song and jest went ronnd or peisonal scapes 
and ventures, olten moving to tears by patiios olr 
evoking bursts ol laughter by humorous and grotes- 
que pleasantry. — 

The marvels and in<^dents of the day were not 
tmnoticed — the last Border tale or Chambers' 
Journal. 

Tn such a heterogeneous place there could baid)}^ 
be any lack of incident^ passings too, to the music 
of the sphere Nithsdale — squealing of pigs, bleai^ 
ing of sheep, neighing of geldings and lowing of 
cattie on their way to some mark^ 

You might have seen miles of road covered with 
black GaUoway mnleys or horned Highlanders 
bound for the border. Often grazing on the f ^m 
their drivers formed an important addition to the 
evening circle. 

To the juvenile's delight, the daUy mftil costekf 
wiiii the Koyal arms resplendent on itsyeUoiT 
pimels, passed through, drawn hy four borseis* 
'Fke driver in gay uniform, and the guard behind 
in red tunic blowing through hin horn in gamin 
sense — clear the way for the heavy mait— while 
lumbering grandly along the hybrid street. 

There was an unusual complement oi dancing-i- 
bears, ballad-singers, blinds-fiddlers. Bavarian buy- 
fi^brooms, Irkh harvesters, English cotton^spiniiers 
a&d tramps northward. 

' Circuses were frequent but, perhaps^ to yoa&, 
the most captivating spectacle was ike fi^proach of 
sodgers interchanged as often happened betwe^ 
the two countries. The coming ot a sqaaclroil cf 
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12 VAGOR. 

cavalij upon the smooth, macadamized highway, 
on a fine mmmers day, was specially, imposing. 
The sun shining upon their dazzling array they 
seemed at times to Kit as to the poet. 

**A host angelic clad in burning arms." — ^And 
with the blare of trumpets and bugle fanfares 
well might he eagerly follow their appearing and 
disappearing — soul and body in wonderland. 

In the lane before named, the effervescent vital- 
ity of the villagers spent itself — running, wrest- 
ling, jumping, and so fc^th. Nor did it always 
end thus. 

"Are you willing"? Said one to long Peter 
O'Neill. 

"Trotii and I am and thank you too" — was the 
rejoinder, and hence occurred, perhaps, the tallest 
fight on the village record. 

From this exubeirance it was hard even for out- 
riders to escape as a Sunday incident to "Vagor" 
will evince. 

A few young men promenading one morning 
chanced te see him in the stack-yard and at cmce 
began to chaff and dare him to a contest with a 
small fellow about his own age. This, declined, the 
latter crawled through the fence and in common 
phrase went for him; but, the affair having gone 
from vanity to vim, the assailant was thrice 
stretched and then diose to shuffle back into safe 
quarters. 

The victor had yet committed two great sins-r 
broken th^ laws of God and man. It was Sunday, 
and he was forbidden to fight. 

He might have avoided both by simply retiring 
a few steps, but it did not occur to him then and 
he was sore exercised over his transgressions. 

This feeling perhaps may hardly be understood 
hj many, but we contend it is a healthy one, I» 
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spite of the stigma Sabbatarian they know little of 
what they lose who do not honor the Sabbath. 

What a blissful day it is to those most observant 
of i^s claims; its glamor and solemn stillness afford- 
ing a striking and happy contrast to every day 
activities. These lines we heartily endorse — 

The Lord's Day. 

Dear day of rest — ^memorial blest 

Of Him thy Lord and, Donor! 
The happier all the more thdy love 

And hold thy rites in honor! 
. Sweet space in which the glorious sun 

Of righteousness full shineth, 
And casts a glow by which alone 

His future man divineth! 

"Just as I spend ihe sacred day 
In worship — real or hollow," 

Said England's wise and honored judge, 
"Is sure the week to follow." 

Let me caught of its spirit go 

From strength to strength and duty 

And find the path his feet have trod 

* The path of joy and beauty. 

Should we again that land behold 

Where first we read the story, 
May it upon our vision burst 

In Sabbath's old time glory. 
And when life's stream we ferry o'ei*, 

As says the bard it shall come, 
In heaven itself we ask but this 

Its Lord^s own smile and welcome. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



III. 

LITIGATION AND RESULTS. 

But reliability is not indigenouis to man's estate 
and a change now came over the Burleigh associa- 
tions. 

From kindly good will he, with a neighbor, had 
become sureties to a village trader for a consider- 
able amount, and years passed without hearing 
further of the afiair. 

The principal had gone abroad, to all appear- 
ance without fear and without reproach, but antic- 
ipating—he had committed an over sight — neg- 
lected to lift the original bond and as the poet has 
i^, ''tis true tis true, and pity tis tis true, the sight 
of means to do ill deeds makes ill deeds often 
done." 

J The other smret^ had gone beyond life's bourne 
and the faimer himself from home on a business 
trip of a few days, when the cyclcme first burst 
upon his housa A decree against him had been 
quietly procured by the finesse of the usurer who 
forthwith essayed to capture the position. 

The first o&cer to whom he applied — a hearty 
outspoken ex-midsbipmsui — called him emphati- 
cally the equivalent for a lean worthless deer, and 
bluntly refused to proceed on his errand, but the 
city also contained an agent of the baser sort and 
to him was committed the undertaking. 

He organized a party to surprise and levy on 
stock and chattels, and, like the Border chief, drive 
off anything on 'four legs'. 
' Ti^ej succeeded individually in passing through 
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ilieinOttage and asseinbted in tte Imiid/d Isite 6i 
its history in tne dusk of a calm evening. Tbei 
Inyi eye8 of a village maiden had yet seen them 
and divined their character. JoHy Sal! who that 
knew het cotild ever forget that robust fotm, thois^ 
merry btown eyes, or fun loving propensities? 
Dressed as a swain she would run tiie beau from 
his lass, down the wrestler and dare the champi«fi 
to conclusions! 

P^issing the signal, her gallants qttickly nmsteJM^ 
in force and she went forth to reconnoitJre. Asstir^ 
ed of her surmise she knew how to start the^ fitty 
and the dogan arose — "Go it Sal and I'll hold 
yOur bonnet." 

TH6y closed in on the aggressors and begaai' 
hustling them about and in the Wotds of Virgil-^ 
who no doubt was a Trencher for does he not 
speak of his poor hut covered over witti turf?-^noW 
clods and now billets fly. Fury suppHes them 
Witit arms and the limbs of the Istw atre forced ^ 
unbecoming flight — some **praying never pra^^ 
before" and some sticking fast on the invocation 
Itsdf. The whole procedure was witnessed by on^ 
Wto little guessed its interest to him. 

How httle we know what circumstances m^ake or* 
mar us! What is doing for us even with our eyes 
Open! 

A counter suit followed on the farmer's return 
with all its surprises, delays and "damnation of 
expenses," to quote the national bard. But ttue aS* 
tiuth to him were these words of the wise king — 
"money answereth all things" — ^for he was finSly 
taken on a market day from his wagon and cast 
into prison till he should pay the uttetmost 
fiarthing. 

There was however a Portia to this Shylock in 
i!be person of ther devoted partner. Observing ihit 
the estate of the deceased surety had gone into his 
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hands she resolved to discover the reason why, and 
persisted until from the heirs leave was obtained to 
seardi the important records. She was rewarded 
by finding a document proving — apart from the 
principal's settlement, of which thev had no moral 
doubt— that the surety had responded to the claim 
in fulL This at once freed the prisoner and re- 
turned him untrammeled to his hearth and home, 
while it subjected the usurer to the sccnn and 
scathing denunciation of the judge who specially 
regretted his inability to weigh out ample mstribu- 
tive justice. 

Such in brief was an incident that altered the 
whole tenor of many lives and but for one kind, 
untoward act they might still be flourishing indiv- 
idually and indigenous. 

At the close of this ordeal we find Burleigh on a 
small piece of land, distant from the former one, 
about a mile ani a half. The eldest son whom he 
had destined for the ministry now in a summer 
clime m search of more prosperous times. 

One horse and his dam yet afibrded healthy 
exercise and competence,- through tilling the small 
farm, while retaining unitedly the other members 
of the family. 

Their lot after all was not unenviable. 

Lack of scholastic opportunity for the junior 
members was the chief desideratum — the school 
now three miles away. 

-Bf moving from the villiige at six our hero's attain- 
ments stopped in the chief reader and at ihe syn- 
tax in Leunie's incomparable grammar. 

When nearly nine he resumed his schooling a 
whole year. • 

His progress was locally exceptional for the 
class medal was won so repeatedly he came to de- 
spise it — this prize was a large coin about the size 
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of a silver doflar, suspended from the neck by a 
blue ribbon. 

On leaving school at the age of ten he had been 
agaiii and a^ain tl^roudi the current arithmetic aod 
vrrestled with book-keeping in Hutton's latge 
work. Between apd after these periods he was a 
^fumer^s boy generally. 

He scampered over the springy heath as light as 
a bounding dee^. Often with his kine he spent 
raany hoars reading and pondering on themes Sng- 
gested by his romantic surroundings, or. the even- 
ing sky, jret more su^estive to his wei^rd imagina- 
tion. But often too he had sterner duties to 
perform as digging, hftrrowing, harvesting. 

Q^e adjoining farm was composed chiefly pf 
orchard and thu§ he was located literally at the 
Igate of Eden. 

Over against his home and leading to the g^te 
indicatied was a lenoe interfaced with honeysuckle 
and jnterspen^ with rowan or elder trees. Gbing 
on you fotind yourself in a dense shade formed by 
massive overarching beeches, but sqon emerged 
into the light on a small green abutting on a long 
perfectly thatdied cottage «id outhouses— the 
Steadkig of Paradise. 

In front and rear were beautiful gardens — the 
front one entered by meian^ of a sn^all gate, scarice- 
ly perceptible in a well trimpieid hawtfa^n hedge of 
unusual neight. 

Once in the garden the tout ensemble was delight- 
ful and the details no le^ i^)mirable. The bor- 
ders of the walk were composed of shiowey flowers 
i^ artistic contnust — daisies, day-liUies, bleeding- 
heazts or dicentras, eulaUt^ mailed across and 
len^hwi?e, forget-me nots, carnations anc( other 
perennials. ${|Oses, amaranths, asters, pansies had 
their dije place. 

Bhrubs, vinesf oonvolvuU supported by fruit treea 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 VAGOK. 

of allkijids, combined to please and gratifj every 
sense. * 

The reac. garden was more x)£ an orchard for 
gerieial fruit. It contained the well which was in 
solM masonary and reached by bfoad stone steps — 
the apiary consisting of perhaps two dozen hives 
and the summer-house thatched with purple heath. 

.The whole scene was resonant of . harmony; the 
bees sussurrus or gentle murmer among the flowers, 
the cooing dove, the piping, blackbird, amorous 
thrush, and away up beyond ken, the lark dis- 
charged his gushing melody too rich fpri^arth only. 
'The larks of Scotland, says pnein Betroit Com- 
mercial 6f Dec. 17, '86, are the swfeetest ^singing 
birds of earth. No piece of mechinism that man 
l»a^ ever made has the soft, sweet, glorious music 
in it that the larks throat has. When thp fa^^ers 
walk cmt early in the morning, they ^ush the larks 
frpm the grasSj and as they nse they sing, and as 
they sing they circle. And higher and higher they 
go, circling as they sing until at last the potes of 
their voices die out in the sweetest strain that 
earth ever listened to. 

You may en*er the house with me if you like for 
its possessor both sings and means it as few others 
do — 

* Both rich and poor a welcome have 
Beneath my roof of straw." 

Do yoq see him the younger of the two occup- 
ants? 

A man of probably fifty, stands 5 ft, 10 in. or 
more. Strong and solid. Head massive,, nose 
Grecian, expressive mouth, and hazel eyes that 
loQk kindly from under a lofty, ample brow. The 
whole. ei^pression force with simplicity. The native 
terrier may stand as a type of him "He is a 
gen^jBman, " says ]tiis eulogist, goes ak>ng and 
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minds his own business, is not fierce nor cruel but, 
attacked, completes his work with dispatch and 
energy." 

The other occupant is an ^ged uncle whom 
North, our neighbor friend, delights to honor. 

Schoolmates in old TorthcH*waid the intimacy of 
Burleigh and North was heartily resumed and only 
to be partially interrupted some years after. 

The former on a visit to his eldest son then in 
Liverpool noted its advantages fot family enter- 

Erise and resolved to seize them, which soon after 
e effected. 

The latter in compliance with his wish under- 
took to visit him a few months later and bring 
along our hero. 

Reader, have you ever crossed the Solway? 

EMBARKING. 

The good ship stands on Solway sands to start with 

tide receding; 
The steed and steer, urged flank and rear, are up the 

gangway speeding; 
The drovers whoop as up they coop their stock jocund 

amidship; ..* 

The tars about their orders shout in words set by for 

worship; 
The grunt* r squealDiJ tfae o(»d%e creaks, imj)res8ed 

by too much tie-ety; 
The children squall, the mothers bawl with elegant 

propriety; 
The engine toots while Jack in boots and shining 

broad souwester 
Stands by to steer through sand bcmks drear and 

snags might quickly best her. 
But, hark! that bell rings out the knell ^f souls such 

glances darting 
As concentrates all other dates to tbis one focus — 

parting. 
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Ooe Uood-warm-kisB imparts a blis^ embahuB ihd 

lieaFk is brleakuig 
Aq rarest Ifaen the odor when dear life's t&e tree 

forsaking. 
And tiow the lE^ori^ tdied^, (te cord of ieiretid 

friends is bleeding 
Yet ^v ye vfTm wno bopd Aeinpi^ ii ltd tSdntir 
, faeidijag? 
dan such fMikget bd on hold si^ sea and io dlrieet 

jttnction «veH 
Why is it found all worlds are round to loting brsTe 

endeaTor? 
Then speed along my steamer strong your puke beats 

true t6 i^rogrelMs, 
Eaoh wave downcast and oyerpast leaves one less 

vengeful ogress: 
1^ shall we. gain that higher plane where earth with 

all its fashion 
Gives place to love, all gifts above, one blest unend- 
ing passion. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IV 
LIVERPOOL 

EiyBrpool! 

What a name to conjure by 1 

What hosts of recollections crowd its uttei^ce! 

Within its compass not even then styled a ci^^ 
was contained probably a specimen of every ^ft 
which genius and enterprise offer^ to humanity. 

In its stru^tureSi customs, energies and inhabi- 
tants it was, is still, a model of the whole Bi^iidi 
empire — or rather a mineature of the ages civiliza- 
tion. 

Steaming into the broad and ^oble .Mers^ we 
have^ on the right, the Lighthouse and delectable 
shore of Cheshire, dotted with princely merchant 
yilli^, villages,, and f errys— on the left, ^he magni- 
ficent line of docks stretching away eight miles at^ 
that time, at present possibly double that extent. 

They are built of huge masses of hewn graniie 
and jointed with cemeait that becomes even hardier. 

The groves of mast crowded i^to these basing 
were astounding nor did a nearer infection les^ 
th^ surprise. 

yes^el3 and flags of every kind an^ nE^ionaUty 
invited the eye and imagination and often £rom the 
fiat^e of tb^ir freight grati^ed the senses. 

The gate into which our fri^n<b slowly steamed 
on the. flowing tid^ was the Clarence and, passing 
tiurou^h the outer basix^, entered the dEock proper^ 
bringing up on the side next the town. Soon 
whirling along towards their destination, what were 
the youth's emptions may be more readily in^gii^ed 
Hieax described. He was to meet not only his 
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parents but a brother whom he bad not seen for 
ten years — a whole decade! Would he be compan- 
ionable? Was he yet — 

True to the old amenities divine 

And Doric symphonies of auld lang syne, or 

throughly anglicised? 

While woolgathering and projecting, the hack 
brought up before a large gateway roTealing a 
mountain of black diamonds, ^glice coal, and in 
the rear a snug, lime-washed two story cottage. 
The outer gate secured, the interior was as cosy 
and secluded as Paradise itself. 

How ^ood and pleasant it all seemed to him! 
The busmess too was increasing and promised to be 
remunerative. 

His mother's refined and eloquent features, rad- 
iant with renewed health, bewied on him com- 
placently—a sweet reward for his short homesick- 
ness. 

The Toyage and its fati^es were socm foi^otten 
so that, after refreshing, with all a boy's versatility 
he slipped out to reconnoitre, leaAing the old follcs 
to fight their battles o'er again. 

Behind the cottage, the Theatre Boval loomed 
majestically up and extended the whole block. To 
the right was a long solid building ostensibly priv- 
ate, and parallel with the yard — to the left, with a 
high dead wall between, was a restaurant complet- 
ing th(B block. 

Stepping out and turning southward he noticed 
on the opposite side a few well-looking, able young 
men hanging around an inn, conducted by one 
Peter Taylor, a pi^ilistic instructor, whose pupils 
these were as he afterwards learned. 

Keeping to the left on a great square he found 
the entrance to the restaurant and also to the 
theatre. Further he came to a lai^e hotel with a 
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daloon proper, or spacious hall into which any one 
wishing refreshment could enter and, inter biben- 
dum, be entertained gratis with music vocal and 
instrumental. This was kept by the redoubtable 
James Ward fistic champion of all England. 

He noticed several other points needless to state 
here as very little escaped his keen, retentive 
glance. 

Ret uming he perceived two men in conversation 
and one of them awakened strange emotions^n- 
tuitively he judged him his long absent brother. 
The rapid glance, full chest, and quick, nervy 
action, belonged, he felt, peculiarly to him, and he 
was not mistaken though' the mother prescience 
failed at first to recognize him. 

Passing on to gather fortitude, iot his feelings 
were too big for utterance, he returned betimes to 
introduce himself and, together, rejoicing they 
re-entered in years one parental home. 

Fifteen and energetic for, though always of a 
delicate appearance, ne had never met any in wrest- 
ling who had not gone under nor contended with 
any in running whom he had not outwinded, he 
could not be an idler and oast about him for some 
suitable employment. This was found in a sort of 
wholesale and retail grocery on the comer of a 
street oflf London Boad. 

His duties were to make himself generally useful 
and carry packages to small stores and aristocratic 
customers; for, in those days, delivery of goods by 
wagon was not common. At first all unused to 
sudi exercise, he was often literally borne down 
and outdone by smaller -1x)ys; but in this as in 
others from practice he soon astonished himself, 
and, but for the long hours current in such places, 
might have remainea a dispenser of good things. 

The employer was a sharp, active man of busi- 
ness; abrupt, imperious, yet by no means a bad 
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fellow as an mcident will show. On a ladder one 

Soni|ng,,as handling a mop in cleaning the windows, 
y shoujted for another pail of water, enforcing his 
order by a tap on the head — this style of instrac- 
^ion was maju^own to the home-bred youth and, 
indigi^ant, b© clutched a lower round to prostrate 
the offender — only restrained by his scared, be- 
seeching loQk. 

So fao: from resenting the boy'§ address and 
spirit b© theweforth showed him every considera- 
tion and repeatedly asked his parents to have him 
indentured. 

There was in the employ a youth^ really two 
years older than Kit but an indefinite nu^t^r by 
assumption, who was often left in charge during 
^e employer's absence — a robust, beefy, handsome 
hdf and came he averred of a great man^, great 
people, and there only pro tempore at the will of an 
arjbitraiy guardian^ 

We give a colloquy with its results as an exhibi- 
tiop of dignity — 

: "Hurry up with those raisins, master told me to 
see to things." 

"All right" 

"liOoi alive will you — take that." 

"Take this." 

"Whatl you! you youkel! Gome down here if 
you dare." — 

He said and raised the trap of the storage but to 
bi^ amaze the youkd responaed cooly — "Ml right." 

Pown they went into the darkness leaving the 
firm unrepresented. They grappled, and pounded, 
md tiunbled, so a^ to break a box or two of mould 
candlea Thiev tussled pretty evenly till Jonah, as 
we may call nim,like the renowned Hotspur short 
and scant of breath, proposed a truce — ^glad to 
back out of his whaling expedition. 

To give in detail the difficulties of a country lad 
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ignorant of the simplest rudiments of street lore, 
employed as a messenger in a town such as that 
would be impossible. If the address was written 
probably he met none could read it, or his doric 
was at ifault, or worse yet, he had to take and give 
so much Dickey Sam 'punch'! 

On one of his errands he saw a notice — *Boy 
Wanted'— and ascertained it was to learp an art of 
which he had never so much as heard, but resolved 
to investigate, 

•*I hold it truth with him who sings 
To one clear harp in divers tonas, 
That men may rise on stepping stones 
Of iheir dead selves to higher things." 

r — Tennyson. 
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LITHOGRAPHY. 

The Art and Mystery of Lithography was the 
conundrum had exercised his imaginatioD. 

He was captivated by its productions and hours 
of application — from 7 a. m. to 7 p. m. — so many 
fewer than those then exacted of him- and at once 
took steps to secure the place. 

He was readily accepted as just the style of boy 
wanted. 

. Lord Street, that part of Liverpool to which we 
are now transferred, was tenanted by the largest 
and most enterpriising merchants of all kinds, and 
so presented shop-fronts and facades the most var- 
ied and attractive. It was also the direct route to 
the various ferries and consequently the most 
electric thoroughfare and promenade. 

The establishment most interesting to us com- 
prised on the basement a large print and stationary 
mart — intermediate, family apartments, and, on 
the fourth story. Letter Press and Lithographic 
Offices — forming a suite of rooms of imposing ex- 
tent. 

The artizans. 

He in the brown, frock coat, with stovepipe hat 
airily tipped on his head, and about his neck the 
unchangeable high, black stock, is the chief W. 
Lunt. If not a very imposing object it is not his 
fault for his figure is erect and bearing high. Is 
about 5 ft. 8 in. and compact. His color is sallow 
though a native — ^uose bold and abrupt, eye black 
and demanding-^who the devil are you? 
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Comes there in his long, black surtoat and ehinej 
castor Darby Carroll. He shuts you down with a 
glance and passes on to his press. His extra cloth- 
ing doffed he exposes a frame slender but well- 
proportioned and using the former for comparison, 
you may see that with much less compass of muscle 
what he has is more seasoned, neryy and condensed. 
His head is round, covered with black, curt hair, 
face long and characteristic, nose aqueline, and eyes 
emit at times a fierce, furtive light, expressive of 
disdain and untamed passion. 

Boiling along, like a ship in a short sea, comes 
Diek BoKskley. Cause why — his supports are un- 
even. There is enough of him left, nowever, to be 
presentable and his features are pleasing — ^would 
be quite taking were it not for that point near his 
mouth indicating sad questioning. He is a captive 
of that demon miich often throws his clients prone 
and leaves them wallowing — foaming. So is he 
often presented to his shopmates, and it was in 
one of these fits, induced by over-indulgence, that 
he fell down a ship's hold and was ud evened. 

He, just stepping aside into the next room with 
the cutaway coat and regulation hat, is Baldy 
Gl^gg — a native of a rival city and unhappily the 
chiefs rival in art. 

He is taller but his strength runs too much to 
the shoulders and chest The head and neck are 
dassic in their mould . and bis features indicate 
high refinement. Ah! here is Larry O'Lafferty — 
good, chaffey, rollicking — may be 5 ft. 9 in. and 
massive in limb and buttock, though spiy as a 
Cricket. His head is medium and well-developed, 
nose aquiline only raised in the middle a la Well- 
ington, and possibly a little awry as there is a 
suspicion of the midwife's finger on its tip. His 
lips are full and mobile, eyes lai^^ and mischiev- 
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ously blue. He U 3 ye^rs Kit's senior and in jest 
the Brunmagem Irishman. 

As to our hero at this time he was straight anii 
lithe as well as symmetrical; with brown curling 
hair and noticeable grey eyes. 

We have said nothing of mental furniture as 
their art guaranteed at least fair attainments. 

liimt as pastime cultivated music, 

Larry, besides his regular calling, attended thjB 
theatre Boyal as Stage Carpenter, much to Kit's 
gratification as he was thus treated to a synopsis 
of whatever was there presented. 

Young's Night Thoughts, Thompson's, Seasons 
and History in general were familiar on the latter's 
native heath, and he now gave himself to read tjia 
choicest works in continuance. In addition but 
under strong protest he was constrained to read a 
chapter from the Book of Books every momipg 
before leaving home. His late hours preoluded 
his enjoying the benefit of regular instructibi^ but, 
as often as possible and at the expense of a meal, 
he attended lectpreis at the Northern College and 
obtained first-class reading. 

The Mer^ey's shores and stirring scenes 

Now won his spirit's revel, 
For duty loved and done he roved 

A merry, printers' devil. 

Nor these alone his wit engaged — 
You might have found him later 

Within those halls great Brougham graced. 
His evenings Alma Mater. 

Or there within his cottage home 

He held the cozy comer. 
And plucked the plums from classic pies 

As proud as Jackey Hom^. 
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VI. 
UNCLEAN SPIRIT OF FROGS. 

Fur rosy cheeks and forms divine 
And sparkling eyes and teeth so fine 

No other girls can outshine 
The pretty girls of Liverpool. 

"Yoa don't sajr!" 

"By my sowkms." 

**Th© Liverpoodlians have no teeth at twenty 
argal thou'rt mixed like a Bruminagem Irishman." 
• "They're not girls at twenty argai thou liest like 
a flatt^ed Scotchman. " 

'•They're nowt else and you go to Bowton to 
lam HiBUglish." 

"A Cheshh*e man't^ as good as an Englishman 
any day. Eek cedle ee." 

*^o gurl was owd Henglish for man, wjman, lal 
and ladess Larry Laree." 

There lives a wee lassie way down in yon glen 
How I love that lassie there's nae one shall ken. 

And though the sea pai ts us still faithful I'll be 
For weel I love Nelly and Nelly loves me" 

This was not chafif and nothing but — underlying 
all is the key to Kit's studious retirement. 

He might, using his friend's entree to the stage 
and kind offices, have been present at mo§t choice 
r^resentations as well as balls and soirees, but 
few and' far between his visits. He had been 
cau^t in the meshes of "twa lovely een o' witching 
blue" mid tbis so forestalled thfe realistic that ha 
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snrrendered himself to the delights of imagination 
aud mental culture. He was in a land in Timich he 
saw eyerything through an enchanted medium. 
Every female face and form he saw were guaged 
through this prejudice and homely or beautiful 
accordingly. 

It was a kind of intoxication it is true htt like 
exquisite music it fascinated to refine and exalt. 

Little dreamed his friends that under his passive 
exter'or wrought and moulded the youthful divin- 
ity. 

Even the cause of it all was unapprised he 
thought by word or look. 

But men, nations, customs, perish, the affections 
are immortaL The past, says Lytton, lives again 
when we look upon its emotions, it lives in our 
own! That which was ever is! 

To continue our chronicle — as well expect cour- , 
tesy and the amenities of life where jesdousy and 
spite are as amity in an aquarium holding a bull- 
frog. Fish, live mice, brown bats, young alliga- 
tors — all, become its prey. What wonder the 
sacred record compared the spirits of devils, in- 
ducing the kings of fie earth to battle, to unclean 
spirits of frogs? 

These filthy tempers showed themselves to Kit's 
unrest. If he was called by one to do something 
another yet more imperatively demanded his help — 
that remedied, for his good genius of decision soon 
cut the gordian knot, other seeds of war sprang up. 
As one example — 

It had leaked out, nor was it confined to the 
attic, th9.t the chief in youthful days, through at- 
tachment to music, had appropriated a flate. This 
fact unhappily was employed to tease and irritate 
and the enemies of Baldy accredited him as the 
mischief-maker, though, on the contrary, he sought 
to stop the demonstration. 
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One day a boy from another department, on 
some errand to the lithogi-aphers, putting his lips 
into the prescribed pucker emitted boldly — "who 
stole the flute"? 

This was the coup-de-grace, the finale. 

Darby, moved by sympathy or toadyism, for, 
personally, it wjis no interest of his, rushed at the 
offender but, suddenly throwing him aside, went 
with an oath for Balcly excla'ming — "you are at the 
bottom of it." 

The latter taken by surprise as also by Darby's 
nervy clasp around the thi-oat was considerably 
fluttered and as soon as released demanded a fair 
fight in a room adjoming. 

Hither they went followed by Lunt, Larry, 
Eoekley and Kit. 

This room was used for sto/age of the stones 
used in the art. From retaining any impression 
ncada upon tljem , they . suggest the name litho- 
graphy — litLos, a stone, and grapho, I write. 

They are of various sizes accord ng to require- 
ments — many ab( ut 24 x 18 x 4 inches usually set 
on edge to prevent injury to Ihe print. 

After a few feints Darby, closing on his oppon- 
ent, hit him foully and threw him headlong on a 
pile of stones. 

Larry's quick eye detected the cowardly game 
and he vowed vengeance only to be silenced per- 
force. 

Lunt and Rockley urging Darby on, again the 
meanness was repeated. Kit now made a break to 
run down and give the alarm but was t reed back- 
wards by Lunt who again inrged on his minion. 

What the immediate consequence would have 
been only the conspirators know, but they were 
interrupted by the entrance of the employer's wife 
who, even in the basement, had heard the scuffling 
and falls overhead. 
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The fray was short but its rf'sults inestiiziable. 

A noble and useful life — the love of a maiden 
gifted with j outh, beauty, geuius, devotion of the 
highest order — the joy of a widowed mother, and 4 
brother's mentor suddenly engulphed, for he did 
not long survive the struggla 

And fvdm what! The small beastly spirit of 
assertion that distorts and devours every thii^ that 
stands or seems to gtand in its way! 

Is it not written in the chroaicles of thitt period 
and ov6r against the assault — ' 

PriDcipal — eleven shillings and costs! 

Abettors — five shillings each! 
Tell it not in Egypt, publish it not in TttdiA 
One Guinea and Costs. 

You scorn those far lands wl^ere a foe's taking of^ 
Costs a crown to some bravo or thug; 

Yet softly, my horrified friend! are you sure 
You have there the right sow by the lugf 



With all your proud claims, in the light of dear day 
And on Fl-eedom's loved, magical coasts, 

You suffer your own to be wounded and maimed 
To the death — for a guinea and costs! 

8. 

Say, where is there found this base spirit of earth 
So pronounced aa in your island hold — 

The best gifts of manhood so bruked and debased 
For this cure — all — a circlet of gold! 

4. 

A guinea and costs! A bright guinea to heal 

All the anguish of mortal defeat! 
The costs! what may serve to uphold all the pomp 

And the semblance of justice complete! 
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5. 

But what can appease the great claimant within 
Or repress guilt's self torturing hostst 

Woe, woe to the culprit who yet has no means 
To redeem from tne.|flithering costs. 
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vn. 

CAERLAVEROeKi - - 

The change from the open, breezy jbpr<J<prs, ^ 
the close rooms and. pent ups .offices of a Is^rge 
town, beginning to tell upon his health, he was 
constrained to revisit his native strand. 

The location chosen was Caerlaverock which 
comprises much of the Solway shore and contains 
the old family castle of the Maxwells; Hutton Hall, 
a famous parish school and seminary — to which, 
through the teachers' abiUties, were drawn pupils 
from all parts at home and abroad; Bankend, a 
quiet £llid secluded village, the capital of the parish. 

We quote just one witness to the special interest 
of the castle and topography: 

Walter of Exeter in his Norman French account 
of the siege of Caerlaverock stronghold by Edward 
first in 1297, says:^^^aerlaverock belonging to 
Herbert Maxwell, chief ot a powerful border clan, 
was so strong a castle that it did not fear a siege. 
Its shape was like that of a shield for it had only 
three sides all round, with a tower in each angle; 
but one of them was a double one so high, so long, 
and so large that under it was the gate with a draw- 
bridge well made and strong. It had good walls 
and good ditches filled to the edge with water and 
I believe there never was a castle more beautifully 
situated, for aU at once could be seen the Irish Sea 
towards the west, and to the north a fine country 
surrounded by an arm of the sea so that no crea- 
ture bom could approach it on two sides without 
putting himself in danger of the sea. Towairda the 
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south it was not easy because there were numerous 
dangerous defiles of wood, marshes, and ditches 
where the sea is on each side of it, and therefore it 
was necessary to approach it from the east where 
the hill slopes." 

Of course six <5enturies have only enhanced its 
claims. 

Our wanderer's home was with an imcle, the 
possessor and worker of a stone quarry that ad- 
joined the grounds of the Institute. 

The famny circle comprised besides him an aunt 
and two cousins — James and Isal)ella. James was 
about ten years Kit's senior — tall and well-looking 
had a knack of rhyming and composing. She was 
yet. older, of medium height with dark eyes, 
piquant features, and happy (fisposition. . 
- At his own free will he roved about— watched 
the operations of blasting, hewing and loading the 
heavy stones used for railway purposes, climbed 
the broken stairway of the old castle and prospect- 
ed from its roof; walked musingly along the loud 
roaring sea or gaUy buffeted its waves. . 

His cousin betimes was cicerone and companion. 
He could locate Cromwell's cannon whence it 
belohed against the castle and point out the de- 
bris therefrom — the smuggler's haunts and meth- 
ods of concealing their treasure — the nest and ha.b- 
itats of indigenous animals winged and terrestral; 
better still, the characters and current oddities and 
present to them carious His traveled friend. These 
last were a revelation for, though only seven miles, 
from the place of his nativity, so mixed and cos- 
mopolitan were its inhabitants he had an imperfect 
conception of his own home-spun countrymen. 

Their direct and hospitable manners revealed 
peculiarities and angles which onlv the wear and 
tear of a large town or city rounds off or eraaes; 
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,but jet relatively so attri^ctive as to bind him tp 
hia native country more. Indiflerent of a reputar 
tipn for smartness or wit they let thoir humor illu- 
mipate, every subjeet come in their way. 

After all, as some one suggests, this witty (|idBk- 
faess i6 ambng the least dTthe mind's phipeiii^ 
and belongs to her in almost her lowest statd: iiay, 
it^ doth hot abandon her when she is drived from 
her home, when she is wandering tod insah^. 
"The mad often retain, the liar has itj the 6hettt 
has it, we find it bn the race-conrfee and it the 
caid- table — education does not give it and relliBc- 
tibh takes away frbln it." 

^^*Wiir," says br. Bushnell, "is wbrk, bnmoi- i^ 
pliay." An object presented they preferred to be 
all .there and gi-asp it as a whole, the grotesque ais 
the pathetic — the mouse and the Jolly Beggars for 
ihsiaiice. ^ ^ 

This cast of mind was often evinced even iii the 
viDage Debating Society. 

"Wneii the qilestioh, 'whether the loss of forttilie 
or disappointment in love was hardest .to bea^f;' Ivis 
discussed, aii oddity arrayed as a peddler t^'k the 
li(,tt^r jpp^ltion and recited in suppdri ih oHgihiefl, 
j^tidai effufiibh. • : 

'Uk^ a Homerian hero, after making his debiit 
to the prtesideht, he thus proceeded: ' 

"I wha stand here in this bare scaury coat 
Was imce a packman worthy mony a groat, 
I've corri^ packs as big's yoiur meikie ^hit, 
I'yjB scattered pots and slejepit in a stab]^ 
Ai;iee for ipy pa^ck sax punda Id not have tti^n 
A^d I could bauldly brag tVas a' mine aini .^ 
A^e thae were da^s indeed that gart me houp 
Aibliws through time to warale up a shop; 
And as a wife ay in iny noddle ran 
i thociht my Kate would grapple at me th&tL 
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Kate was past compare, sic cheeks, sic een 
Sic smiling looks wiero iieVer, never deeh; 
Dear, dear I loved her and whene'er we met 
Pleaded to have the bridal day but set. 

Yet still she put it afif from day to day 
And af ten kindly in my lug would say — 
'A half yaaor lunger's no an uneo stop 
We'll marry then and syne set up a shop.' 
Since nocht was left but quaitly to resign 
J beezed my pack for a lang, hard campign, 
And, as the Hielans was the place for meat, 

1 ventured there in spile o* wind and Weet. 
Cauld noo the winter bleW and deep the snaw 
For three hale days successively did fa' 

I lost myself amang the whirling drift 

Where nocht was seen but mountains tod the lift 

Clean o'er my head my precious wallet flew 

And where it gfted, Lord kens, I never knew. 

I bade !Eate ave be kind and no de^air 

Since life was left I soon would gath^mair; 

Bui ae black day brocht word fra© Rab niy britii^r 

That she was eried and married on anittierl 

Aye though I!d heard the last day's dreadfu' ca* 

Na0 defeper horror o'er my heart could fa' 

I cursed myself — I cursed jny luckless fate 

And grat and sabbihg cried O Kate! O Kate!* 

And from that day I never mair did weel 

]E»ut drank and ran head foremost to the de'il 

My siller vanished far a frae hame I pined 

AVnile Kate for ever run across my mind. 

T'was this Sir president that gard me start 

Wi meikle grief and sorrbw at my heart 

To gae my vote frae sad experience herd . 

That disappointed love is waur to beer 

Ten thousand times than loss o' wairl's geer." 

We have given only an outline memoriter but it 
niay serve to illustrate the rustic, doric humor of 
the time and place and how it tends to elucidate 
a subject 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 VAGOR. 

An instance of another kind we may give show- 
ing how the quality acts both waya 

The parish minister at that time unhappily 
incured a reputation for intemperance which led to 
investigation. 

On l^ial it was charged that from intoxication 
he had fallen into a filthy pool and was dragged 
out helpless. The only witness available on being 
asked if ho noticed the scent of liquor on him 
replied naively "I dinna ken — he had so many 
kinds o' stinks I couldna toll ane frae anither." 

It was a great treat to Kit to hear the debates 
though he could only participate by proxy or as a 
substitute. That happened onlv once and in this 
way. In a friendly wrestle between them his 
cousin fell so as to be rather severly injured and 
was confined to bed a few days. The noble fellow 
rather than risk a misunderstanding kept from his 
father the cause of invalidism and mduced Kit to 
prepare for him the opening paper on the question 
— *are learned or unlearned most addicted to vice?' 
In deference to his cousin he affirmed the latter 
but so biased was he from his biographic lore he 
anticipated both sides and left no room for 
argument. 

A tall stalwart stone mason, with eagle beak 
and warrior glance thought Lord Liverpool had 
under estimated sope of his examples. 

The workshop of a dogger was the debating 
room but his burly, Falstaman form and pleasant, 
beaming face, were worth more to the members 
than the richest netting. 

That ruddy youth, kicking against a tool chest, 
looking so lumpy w^liile prorahly each one is under 
critical inspection, is the son, a tutor in the Hall — 
may yet be heard from. 

Hftving come ap invalid, there was one joxxmey 
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he felt unable to uadertake — revisit the old home- 
stead and see its lares shivered, stand by the Gate 
of Paradise an exile, for its artist too had gone 
over the waste of waters^*— or risk his secret beneath 
those eyes of shining, penetration he so well remem- 
bered, and so he indulged hi^ fandy much after the 
poet — 

'*By absence this good means I gain 

That I can catch her 

Where none can watch her 
In some cloftd corner of my brain: 

There I embrace and kiss her 

And so I both enjoy and miss her!" 

On his cousin's convalescefice their endearing 
intercourse was resum^cl — Kitg peculiar and varied 
experience in exchange JEor 

' Heart affluence in discursive talk 
From household fountains never dry; 
The critic clearness of an eye 

That saw through all the muses walk — 

When each by turns was guide to each, 
And Fancy light from Fancy caught. 
And Thought leapt out to wed with Thought 

Ere Thought could wed itself with speech. 

And now they sang old songs that pealed 
From knoll to knoll, where couched at ease 
The white kine glimmered, and the trees 

Laid their dark arms about the field." 

And more locally 

How gently night's ambrosial veil 

Came on them prone to tarry 
In converse high, as stretched at ease 

Along the hillside quarrel 
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No biirf 6w tfa^e fatUl tdver toll^ 
■dye iiotir f oirlilaVe« reHrkig 

TuiB H^t prol«mgeid to Noiiiwm boeoK^ 
Hod yet beoi free — ^hmpmofg^ — 

Inclipij^g all to -peofie $,viA ^est 

As of a flowing river 
That winds upon itself — is loth 

From fl< waring holms to sever. 

The hemispheres bo&}eftei aod We^t ; 

Have claimed oike^.mdely roamiiig 
Tet foremost still <f or witohifi^xsalm 

Is old Caeriaverock's gldamii^g. 
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LUNT AND LARRY 

His coavalescense assured, after a stay of two 
months he returned to his distant home and labors^ 
but in a rather characteristic fashion. Instead of 
going by steamer as the custom was, he took 
passage in a schoonw trad ng between the points, 
i^at be might the better appreciate ^^^ meanings 
of usages old and new. 

The result was highly suggestive. 

The Nith as it approaches the city is available 
onjy to ships of l^ght burden and it requires con- 
siderable tact to navigate the shoals. The tide 
must be taken at the flood leads on to favcmng 
gales and a flowing sea. 

The nick of time for exit was not struck in this 
instance. 

Before they were under weigh a sailor was dis- 
abled by the breaking of a taut bowline and not 
many miles were gained, when they stuck fast on 
a sand-bank. The time being twilight nothing 
remained but to cast anchor and wait for the day. 
Happily with the recurring tide a southerly breeze 
set them on their way and they crossed the Solway 
scudding along the English shore with the speed of 
t!he famous 'Antelope' exulting in every modern 
s^ppliance. 

jfeounding St. Bees Head they encountered a 
heavy gale. The white-e.apped waves chopping 
and tumbling over their little barque with its 
occupants, alarmed the mariners though delighting 
the youth who refused to go below. The dashii^g 
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and wheliniDg waters impaited only sensafion of 
bcuyancy and pleasant reminders of Caerlaverock's 
shore while it illustrated fully the popular saw — 
*Where ignorance is blessed t'is folly to be wise.' 

They drew up fiually alongside Prince's Pier 
having accomplished the trip in the legitimate 
time of the fastest steamer, counting from their 
bankruptcy of the night preceding So in life all 
is not lost when passion or ignorance drives one 
aground. Some new d'sposition of circumstances 
often contains the germ of unimagined success. 
Wellington wrecked on the Excise Board little 
dreamed of the ©minenc to "which he would thence 
be wafted. Bruce — denounced of the church — 
disowned and driven by Saxon and Gael— hunted 
out of his native land and inheritance by blood- 
hoimds — a brother executed — his partner a captive 
— himself an exile on a barren island — in Winter 
and Poverty's extremity — possibly never guessed 
the future: — that only the next summer he wouM 
stand upon the forbidden shores — begin a series of 
victories to culminate in one so great as to eclipse 
anything on the English calender — the conse- 
quences of which, wherever light and liberty pre- 
vail, can rever be ignored. 

Kit jumping gaily ashcre towards midnight 
wended his homeward way with buoyant tread. 
That grim old church looming up from the raised 
necropolis means Water St., and that Dale, St. 
Thomas, Whitechapel, Eichmond, Home— and 
home! 

Talk of wealth and luxury as you please — that 
bright, single, gas T}urner within the pane, 
throwing its beams far out over the sparkling 
diamonds, as also illuminating the cottage kitchen 
— the cheery flaring fire with its ruddy reflections 
from the massive dresser — its rows of delf • arrange 
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edas to size from the diminatiye plate to the 
encroaching assiette — ^the cozy nooks and cap- 
boards with the dear, sympathetic faces presiding 
over all, — were more to him than state and all its 
surroundings. 

Without unnecessary delay he resumed his old 
life, though, as our readers may surmise, from the 
characters already introduced queer things would 
occasionally happen. 

The sympathy shown by Larry and Kit to the 
unfortunate Baldy dwelt fixed in their narrow 
minds, and few m^ans of teasing the lads were un- 
used by the trio—Lunt, Carroll and Rockley. 
Expectorating near the b3ys when at dinner — 
keeping the secrets of the art dark, as they phrased 
it — or even extorting the finest work were some of 
their tricks. 

Nor were the boys now ver^g on manhood 
idtogeth^ passive. Larry's attainments unavowed^- 
among others, included caricaturing and his pencil 
or chaJk was used in picture-gallery so ludicrously 
as to sting them to madness. Darby as usually 
resorted to the argumentum bacuUnum — ^to his 
muscle — ^but unexpectedly he caught a tartar. 
Lunt invoked the veto of the employer but Larry 
was irrepresible and again there came a day of 
conclusions. 

One shiney afternoon found Larry rejoicing over 
the beautiful work due to his manipulation. To 
say he was astonished when the foreman asked him 
to surrender his job would be hardly strong 
enough. *Why'! said he, *Mr. Rich has just com- 
mended it'! ^ 

"No matter, I say turn it over. Where is the 
paper?" 

"Here." 

"Ha»(J it over." 
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For answer Larry laid his band on it and a 
stru^lefor its possession ensued. The sheets 
flew under the bendi and Larry innocently stooped 
to pick them upi 

O what a mark was there to Lunt's insulted maj- 
esty,his heart intent on giving 'ell and Tommy! So, 
grasping the rebel round rib No. 5, he begun peg- 
ging away at the large surface with his strong, 
right hand — Having poor Larry fully in Chancery. 

What a pose by the way to precede — to be con- 
tinued in our next! We throw it out gratis to the 
romancists our task is realistic - 

To this preceding were two witnesses — a boy 
probably fifteen and Kit neariy two years older. 
The latter from his press had been quietly obser- 
vant of all transpiring around him but his agitation 
here knew no bounds and, leaping over the inter- 
vening spa.ce at a bound, planted the weight of his 
feelings on the face of the assailant who, ^t once, 
left on his labor of love and vengeance. . 

Lunt was a powerful fellow and possibly might 
have punished both lads severly, but, instead he 
unhooked his east-oflf clothing — vest, coat and 
caster — and vanished, vowing vengeance on Kit* 

The effect of Kit's ire was carried for sometime 
as two black eyes and he refused to return until 
the lads were seperated. 

This was complied with and our hero was left 
aloue with the lion in his den. 
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CHAFF. 

During the civil contest in America, when a sen- 
ator stated in the House that the enmity between 
the sections was so great they could never be 
uidted, Garfield in his place remarked: — "It is not, 
cannot be greater than that between the English 
and Scotch for many generations and yet observe 
their amity! what, together, they have accomplish- 
ed as Great Britain!" 

It was no overstatement and while the Union 
Jack covers their united efforts the spirit of rivalry 
is perceptible even yet — remarkably so on the side 
of the Southron 

All that is commonest and most offensive to 
himself he attributes to the nort|iem and, backed 
by nimiber, throws out his chaff regardless of 
courtesy or truth. 

Such at least was Kit's experience forty yeai's 
ago as we have it^ recorded in this specimen of 
badinage. 

"My country for a dirty trick." 

"Perfidious Albion!" 

"Aha John Menteith! How's that!'! 

"A traitor fossilized to show the national con- 
tempt of dbuble dealing. The English claimed the 
inhabitants of whole shires for traitors — how*s 
that!" 

"The lousey Scot sold his king for a groat." 

And phwat king? Charles the 1st! Dear at 
that — we made thrippence by him. But how is 
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this? An English king in all respects, for his 
authority had long before been discarded by the 
Scots, on English soil, in face of an English army 
was sold to them too dastardly to demand him, by 
their own auxiliaries! and tnus results the Q. E. 
D. — Meanness thy name is English. 

But is there not too much Bull about this charge? 

It was not till a month after the settlement of 
the Scottish dues that the king was even claimed 
and four months later, refusing to yield the point 
for which they began the contest, he left at his 
own desire for Holmby to be near the two houses 
of parliament. 

Why are you here you Scotch duffer? 

To make up for the locust English in Scotland. 
By last census you will see there are three English- 
men in Scotland to one Scotchman in England 
with respect to population— you will find besides 
that for eyery three Scotch emigrants to this 
country nine Irish and one English are installed. 
Come again! 

This is but fragmentary yet truthful and shows 
how the world wagged in the youth's experience. 
It is also suggestive as to thp operation of preju- 
dice and the value of facts general and histoncal. 
It was these winged his retorts and finally induct 
a truce quite amicable! 

The ranks of workmen and apprentices modified 
a spirit of fun occasionally cairied away the boys 
on the wines of adventure. As instance. A new 
accession who shall be to us Tommy JDodd, from 
his physique and , peculiarities suggested the 
motion that he should act the street ballad-monger. 
He bravely accepted the ch^lecge and dared them 
to buy the ballads. T^is being done three of them 
sallied out one night to realize. 

He took his ^\sxA in Park Lane, one of the bns- 
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iest thoroughiares from the Custom House, and 
commenced his efforts undisguised, for patronage; 
for such was the condition. 

He could sing and his handsome, colorless face, 
impassive to aught but his melodious, Qielancholy 
strains, attracted such sympathy as to elicit pen- 
nies in abundance — many refusing the proffered 
sheets. Possibly he would have sold his bundle, 
but his companions, tired and capricious, began to 
hustle him about to the great indignation of the 
crowd who knew not the joke. 

Presently the disturbers had to scutter away for 
their lives and Tommy, afraid of discovery, man- 
aged unhurt to slip out of his dilemma the richer 
by about a dollar. 

The Princess Parade was often the resort of the 
fraternity when foot racing was the pastime and 
the boys strove to give a good item whenever a 
reporter happened along. 

"An exciting nice,'* the press issued, "of a hun- 
dred yards for Five Pounds, between Rufus Hard- 
ing and Kit Burleigh, occurred last night and re- 
sulted in a tie." The race was sui generis for a 
copper. 

When an exposition was held in the Northern 
College, Larry cut off an overgrown toenail and had 
it put neatly on a cord, beautifully superscribed by 
the draughtsman — *Toe-nail of Lord George 
Gordon when confined in the Tower of London.' 
This he put on the show-case in which it was hon- 
orably placed by the curator and not more enjoyed 
by the public then by himself and companions. 

The employer in one of his jovial fits sent the 
lads to a theatrical performance. You may present 
f hem to your imagination as seated in the pit, 
fourth seat back. Kit in modest gray pants, close 
vest and shooting coat. Dick, the artist appren- 
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tioe of flute memorv, with precise exterior, a tatheir 
clerical attire and magnanimdtiB regard for bis 
native patois. Larry resplendent in long surtout, 
ample shirt front and jaunty outfit generaJly. He 
is beaming for his progress with a radiant maiden 
beside him has been remarkable. His native ad* 
dress and wit have already won from her a shy 
assent to a meeting. 

But, alas for human foresight! 

The first a t over and spectators settled back to 
follow their bent, a pretty basket-girl stands in the 
third row, confronting our friends, and invitiiigly 
calls — "Any apples or oranges, gentlemen?" Iti 
the spirit of mischief Dick roars out — *We've gor 
no browns!' 

Had a bomb burst upon the roof snd shattered 
it to fragments the surprise could hardly be greatet. 
The shock, specially to the dear girl and the amor- 
ous Larry, is irreparable and no more words are 
exchanged; but, talk of Brougham's invective and 
force of sarcasm as yoii may, it was possibly noth- 
ing to the stinging ire of the redoubtable Larry the 
morning succeeding the event — we cannot do it 
justice. 

What missile can equal bold Dick's 

In driviii? apart hollow tiest 
Or in showing the ore that reiiiainfi 

When the rubbish of courtesy tti^^ 

The friendship will stand this great shock 

Is that which life hallows and crowns 
And wings it with effort and hope 

Though the cry does go up — Wd've no 

[Bi'oWns! 
The youth he could smile debomiair 

Hi^ pockets all bare and unlink; 
For, better than Itixuries rare, 

Werd guardians watcLtful kiiA Idhd. 
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So — back of all seeming and scenes — 
Observing our ups and our downs, 

You bet there are guardians wait 
Both hands full of blessings and browns. 



3 
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X. 
Y. M. C. A. AND RAGGED SCHOOLS. 

IE all work and no play mal?es Jack a dull boy 
toQ much indulgence leaves him altogether too 
lively. 

Carlyle, in his French Revolution, remarks that 
the most playful animals are the most cruel and so 
with mankind. Those most frivolous and capri- 
cious often display most of the tiger. Kit was of a 
temper too direct and earnest to be indifferent. 
Always given to study an accident inclined him to 
it yet more. 

On his way to answer a call up the speaking 
tube that ran from the basement to the attic, he 
was intercepted by a youth, familiarly the letter 
press devil, and, swinging around with hands clasp- 
ed, they slipped just at the top of the stairway; 
when Kit, from the impetus, struck like a catapult 
on a large, broad stone a story below. His left 
arm was so decidedly injured as to stop its growth 
and after many weeks seclusion, contrary to ex- 
pectation he was with difficulty enabled to resume 
his calling. 

While the effects were constantly obtruded on 
his own attention they failed to affect his favored 
physique — that it did not demoralize him has been 
already proved. 

In connexion with the church to which his fam- 
ily belonged was a Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion — a great novelty in those days. To it with 
great suasion he joined himgelf. The number of 
members was about thirty — ^and, heterogeneous as 
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to nationality, one in sympathy. The order obser- 
ved at meeting was singing, supplication, reading 
in turn a verse of a chapter selected by the essay- 
ist, essay, comments thereon generally, a conclud- 
ing hymn. Every one was expected duly to pre- 
sent his mite in essay form and submit to critic- 
ism. 

This led to a profitable concentration of mind. 
It must be busy in good or evil as long as we are 
awake and he who is not engaged in some useful 
pursuit, either real or ideal, had better sleep. We 
cannot forbear quoting Dr. Moore in this place: 
"The feeling of ennui," he says, "is a weariness of 
soul verging on malignity; and it is peculiar to 
educated society, because the habit of sleeping 
when we have nothing good to think of is deemed 
barbarous and impoUte. But as surely as a mind 
is not well employed nor permitted to withdraw 
itself in sleep, it will become either imbecille or 
immoral. There is nothing for educated minds to 
do but sin if they will not work. Ceasing to culti- 
vate themselves or their neighbors and unwilling 
or unfit to practice the various husbandries of life, 
they must live on bad books or qualify themselves 
for Bedlam." 

As concomitants to this enterprise were two 
other institutes of wider influence — a library, and a 
ragged — sohool in which, on Sundays, every mem- 
ber was expected to teach. On week-day evenings 
the classes were conducted by trained instructors. 
The school was in Toxteth Park among those vul- 
garly called Park Koughs. 

Whether from curiosity or a better motive they 
turned ont in great force from the first, so that 
there were classes for all the members. But if 
order is heaven's first law the law of rough and 
tumble was there supreme ab initio. Baised and 
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angry voices were heard all over, and thrice happy 
he who stilled at all the warring elements. 

A most exuberant class of boys fell to Kit. The 
largest the son of a noted pugilist, the next a red- 
haired irrepressible whose vitality was greatest 
when least expected, and others of kindred temper- 
ament. 

Strange to say they soon accepted his fiat and 
repaid lus devotion with genuine affection. 

It was a great surprise as weU as shock to him 
when, after some holidays, he found not one left — 
The superintendent eulogising his tact informed 
him that the boys had overruled every successive 
teacher and finally were all expelled. 

But there were obstructions without as well as 
within. 

When the genus Arab could not prevent their 
companions going to school by gentle suasion they 
tried stone suasion. They waylaid them near the 
entrance wounding some and paralyzing others. 

On one occasion the teachers salUed out in a 
body and gave chase. 

It happened that the superintendent — a live in- 
treped httle fellow — pursued one he took for the 
leader — a lad of 15 or so — and captured him. On 
looking round he found himself unsupported save 
by Kit, the mass having dissolved as by magic. 

The prisoner refusing to answer any questions 
was entrusted to him while the chief went explor- 
ing in court and alley for some clue to his identity 
and antecedents. The spectacle exhibited by Kit 
and prisoner soon attracted much notice and he * 
founa himself the observed of aU observers. ' 

Fully alive to the situation, he could realize the 
time he would be permitted to retain the prisoner 
in his native village — that which would cover the 
interim space, and he knew, too, that he was sur- 
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rounded by members of the same race though ever 
and anon might be heard: 

"Up with the orange and down with the green, 
Bad luck to the Paddy wherever he's seen." 

The Catholic native was only meant by this 
epithet derived from his ccuntry's saint. The lips 
that were uttering the couplet were probably firet 
breathed through on the emerald sod for this was a 
colony of orangemen — notably north of Irelanders. 

Like a good general, however, he kept a steady 
front resolving to be true to his trust aod await 
developments. After a good deal of chaff and 
while a <3rowd of light skirmishers hung threat- 
ningly on the outskirts, the superintendent re- 
turned without success, and so upon a little ad- 
monition, the lad was liberated. 

This sally, notwithstanding its seeming futility, 
had the desired effect — the scholars thereafter 
came unmolested. 

About this period a prominent member became 
intimate with a French gentleman formerly Pub- 
lisher and Proprietor of a Parisian Journal, and 
before Napoleon Third's confinement in Ham, his 
secretaiy. Six years residence in England had 
peculiarly fitted him for the office of a teacher of 
his native tongue, and he consented to instruct a 
class of members of the society. The hours, to 
Kit's great delight, suiting him he became a mem- 
ber. His progress was exceptional and in a few 
months his teacher avowed he could speak it almost 
like a Parisian. 

The provision for rational amusement and recre- 
ation then current in Liverpool comprised plays, 
penny-readings, lectures, and concerts. The first he 
patronized on the advent of such stars as Vandenhoff, 
Macready, Mrs. Wood — the second less frequently, 
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tliird and fourth probably once a week, since offer- 
ing a high order of entertainment. This was the 
motive of the beneficent founders of the concert 
hall especially, and the names of artists will be sug- 
gestive. Sims Beeves, Henry Eussoll, Wilson, 
Templeton, Lover — of Eory O'More fame and Irish 
wit — besides others more severely great as Hugh 
Stowell Brown, noted for quaint texts and their 
masterly application to the phases of life. 

His *Five Shillings and Costs' — *A man's a man' 
and 'Bespectability' were admired by the ablest 
divines. 

The impression on our youth may be gathered 
somewhat from these crude lines — 

Ye shades of the past who have helped the sours uses 

And cast aver life a beneficent spell, 
Your names like the echoes from Lochnr's quaint 

[turrets 

Kepeat to your subjects — "cheer up, all is well," 
Not vainly you voiced in Niagara's accents 

The thoughts were too big to he pafisive— unsung, 
One linked diapason now leads through life's changes 

To joys everlasting — a heart ever young. 

The ligLtning in paths of our choosing rejoices 

And flashes our thoughts and affections abroad. 
So he who has taken the light from high heaven 

Should flash to his kind the d( ar presence of God. 
And baser is he than the gold — captured miser 

Who stints thoughts and words quick with beauty 

[and joy— 
Thai inly degrades, while this robs from the many 

The grace would the. foes of their welfare destroy. 
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SOLWAY REVISITED. 

The small village of Bankend, before named, and 
to which our youths destiny again led, might be 
called the capital of^the parish. It was in the 
form of a T, the head representing the highway 
to the county-town, the trunk, the road border- 
ward alon^ the shore, and through the Brow — 
famous as ihe last resort and expedient of the poet 
Burns in quest of health, alas, in vain. His prev- 
ious visit to the same neighborhood, on the same 
errand as the bards, had been more propitious and, 
having obtained his indenture, he returned thither 
to secure the mens sana in corpore sano — Uie 
sound mind in the sound body. He did not quite 
adopt the old saw — ab normis sapiens — wiee ^^ith- 
out instruction. He hoped at all events to be 
wiser from entire application and a term of study 
in Hutton Hall Academy. 

He again sojourned with his uncle who had 
meanwhile vacated the quairy and calmly awaited 
the g- eat charge beneath a roof of straw — the thml 
from the village entranre entering from the border. 

The village itseK was merely an assortment of 
sh'aw-roofed cots without alderman or officer, 
saloon or inn of any kind, library or lectm-e room; 
but the natives lived in a kind of community and 
reading matter specially was common. Kit added 
a Scripture Dictionary and Dick's Christ'an Phil- 
( sopher — acceptable godsends. 

There was a small Post Office kept by a gloomy 
old maid. 
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The characters of the villagers were as diversified 
as their cognomens and faiths of all kinds palliat- 
ed — unfaith boldly avowed. 

The humorous, th^ grave, and the grotesque were 
amply exhibited and we Suggest as a clue to self- 
knowledge a residence in the country. Anyone 
may pass at his own valuation in a city, but he 
will be analyzed pretty accurately and his worth 
ascertained through all assumption when acting 
alone under the bum ng lens of earnest rustic 
scnitiny. 

It will readilly be perceived that the transition 
to Kit was striking and even exacting. Accustom- 
ed to manual exercise his muscles were seasoned 
and energies almost exhaustless. The lessons and 
tasks over, his vitality was hardly affected and the 
only narcotic he could safely use was discipline. 

Waiting generally till all retired he used, to- 
wards midnight, to don the garb of a stonemason, 
a young fellow residing there, and saJly out to court 
old Somnus — the postmistress to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

A footfall after hours, a creaking gate, a raised 
sash, a tumbled peat-stack, a noise unmusical^all 
implicd.ted him, alias the phantom stonemason, as 
either going to or coming from his affianced. Her 
keen perception struck the culprit and she divulged 
her suspicions to two sistt rs, through whom it 
reached him. 

Eesolving feelingly to show her his appreciation 
of her wit he took the simon pure into his confi- 
dence and went to work. When all were still on a 
cloudy night the friend ascended the roof, easy 
from the fact that the back of the house stood 
against a considerable elevation, and, while Kit 
threw up sods and material, closed the flue. 

Next morning! Oh the bother of it! 
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The poor spinster, an early bird, got up en desh- 
abile to rouse the slumbering embers, for the fire 
of peat is seldom extinguished — a little manipula- 
tion with additional fuel soon requickens a flare. 
In vain she attempted alere flammam to feed the 
flame — the more she wrought the fewer the em- 
bers. 

Extinct, she relit it and tried for hours to get it 
under weigh amid darkness felt as well as seen. 

Finally, the source of the trouble dawning upon 
ber mind, with smarting eyes she hastened across a 
little ravine to the girl's indicated, for help: — **Ay 
there," she exclaimed, "that glowering mason or 
devil of a boy at Johnny Steel's has stuffed my 
lum." Thenceforthf it may be said here, the rage 
for speaking ceased. A public gain, for, while she 
hit sure enough the actor, she missed the motive 
and thus evoked no little mischief-making. He 
did not aspire to win the fair and radiant maiden, 
for his cherished youthful fancy precluded aU 
others. 

What evils arise from want of thought! 

After a few months' residence he was constrained 
to revisit his first romantic home. Entering upon 
the scenes familiar to him seven years before each 
place he passed was redolent of *some dear, former 
day.' 

But when, awaking from some pleasing reverie, 
his glance unexpectedly fell upon his boyhood 
home the thought — that of all dear to him as the 
heart's ruddy stream not one remained to welcome 
or be kind — transfixed him. The blood seemed to 
rush painfully back and life's pulse to pause, over- 
whelmed by the conception. 

Resuming presently his course though melan- 
choly, slow, he yet often realized the joy of grief. 
Some pleasing memory accompanied every view. 
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That small tree-girt parallelogram, that daisied 
green in front of the trim, hawthorn hedge, curving 
from the window in a sweeping arc and abutting 
on the boundary line, defined by dark larches — the 
whole as in detail was eloquent to him. 

But what were his emotions when on entering 
the house of expected strangers he found it the 
home of his divinity — of her of whom he dreamed, 
whose influence had been so potent through all the 
formative years of youth. 

Alas for human constancy, the mere witchery of 
beauty — far other than anticipated! The ravager 
small-pox, that iconoclast or image-breaker, now 
effaced the enchanting spell of her once entrancing 
features. The love and devotion he had so relig- 
iously guarded remained for ever unexpressed and 
her heart-attitude to him also a mystery. Nor, 
gentle reader, do we claim your sympathy for him. 
He was withal in mind and heart immensely the 
gainer and would have cordially endorsed the apos- 
trophie of Longfellow: "Oh there is nothing hol- 
ier in this life of ours than the first consciousness 
of love— the first fluttering of its silken wings — the 
first rising sound and breath of that wind which is 
so soon to sweep through the soul, to purify or to 
destroy." 

The widowed mother received and entertained 
him royally for she claimed and truly, that he had 
saved the life of her boy; ever grateful and garru- 
lous of old times. She kindly invited him io make 
the old place still his home as they would be glad 
to have him the time he could spare before return- 
ing. After a pleasant hour and ramble into Para- 
dise he took his leave while she who had caused 
such indefinable emotions watched him from the 
winding hedge until out of sight. Often he turned 
to review the scene and often sought a sign but she 
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stood immovable and still in his recollection she 
stands, her eyes intent on him receding from view. 

His school career thereafter was short, for busi- 
ness increasing to his old employer in Liverpool 
he returned sooner than intended. He had yet 
acquired a thorough knowledge of English, arith- 
metic, mensuration-superficies and solids, conic 
sections, introductory, trigonometry and geometry. 

With much regret he parted from these scenes. 

Of the friends whose impressions were indelible, 
the chief were his venerable uncle and aunt. A 
grand old man he — with features rugged as a 
Michael Angelo! His tall form often recurred to 
•him — the blue Kilmarnock placed upon his silver 
locks as retreating into some obscure garden nook 
in the twilight to meditate and pray. — She with 
hale, beautifully rounded features and cheery 
glance — the impersonation of a happy, old age. 

All honor to their memoriep. He sympathized 
fully with Dr. Johnson praying for his dead par- 
ents — that they might be as happy as possible, and 
often in after years wished for them equal fate. 



^^^ 
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ARCADIA. 

He resumed his calling, now a freeman of the 
old town from his completed service, whatever he 
thought of the couplet — 

"Tis a noble charter deny it who can 

Is contained in the words — I'm an En<2:lishman." 

His chief ambition was to fit himself for the 
high honor of a teacher in his native land, and so, 
much of his spare time he taught the apprentices 
and others whom he induced to a storeroom of hia 
father's, suitable yet for the purpose. 

He was besides Treasurer of a Printers' Assoc- 
iation. 

In passing we may state that an unemployed 
member in this organization received half his usual 
fee — a delegation to the last employer satisfied his 
idleness was no fault of his. 

And here a question obtrudes summarily — Why 
are there so many societies besides the great 
Christian one? Why must it be supplemented by 
Free-mason, Odd-Fellows, United Workman socie- 
ties? Admitted to membership the initiated 
pledge themselves to regard your welfare temporal 
and spiritual but, alas, with Jefferson and slavery 
— "I tremble for professor's when I consider that 
God is just." They stoop not any more to bind 
up the wounds or wash the feek of poor brethem — 
they must be attended to by proxy. 

Can they be moved by that love which is the 
fulfilling of the law? That love which has no 
limits to its range — i» always seasonable^ and may 
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at any time utter all it feels, for kindness must 
belong to its feeling, that m ly bo ever busy and 
travel as far as the light for all it utters is truth, 
all it does is beauty, and all it aims at happiness. 

His versatility could not be long appease i by a 
plodding life at the press — he longed for adven- 
ture — to travel and collate information for himself. 
Hence with his old friend Larry he visited the 
consul from Venezuela in order to transfer his 
energies. 

Both applicants were accepted and liberal offers 
made them but his mother's state of health first 
deferred and finally suppressed the enterprise. 

The routine of his existence was yet soon inter- 
rupted by an occasion inducing him to revisit his 
native strand. The marriage of a younger brother 
near an ancient border town. 

The affair proved a momentous one to him. The 
tide that wafted him up the Firth an Englishman 
fancy free returned him shortly a Scottish bond- 
man — He had yielded unconditionally to a witch- 
ing Annanite. Her features were regular and 
aristocratic. A regal grace sat on her ample brow 
— the ruddy lustre of youth on her cheeks — the 
beam of insight and truth gleamed radiant in the 
glance of her azure eyes — nose faultless Grecian, 
mouth and chin irreproachable. 

"And oh, she danced ii such a way 
No Sim upon an Easter day 

Was ever half so fine a sight." 

But more than all to him was her gayety of 
heart hereditary training and virtue. The humble, 
cozy cot, at the base of that easy ascent was more 
attractive to him than the enchanted isle of the 
goddess Calypso to the kingly Ulysses. 

ThiB lowland nymph as guide and hostess, he 
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wandered along the winding stream — thridded the 
cunning mazes of wooded, high Coquair — sauntered 
under the bosky avenue that led to Hoddum's 
gi and old castle — examined its rich belongings — 
explored its sunny glades and ascended the com- 
manding height on whose summit perched Repent- 
ance Tower. A penitential work, by the way, of 
Lord Herries or Harris to prove ut shipwrecks, and 
so atone in some measure for craelly harrying and 
slaying on the further shore. 

Hence before him stretched a panorama perhaps 
for beauty and intent unsurpassed. The fertile 
shore subjected to highest culture, from Galloway 
to England, from towering Criffell to far over the 
southern strand among the fells and hills of canny 
Cumberland — the sea ahead stretching illimitably 
away and dotted over with boats and sails and 
cirrhus clouds of smoke escaping from passenger 
steamers. And what themes of general interest 
are suggested from these surroundings — the intrep- 
idity of the border clans — the adventures of Bruce — 
the achievments of bards and philosopliers! 

Here beneath the cooing doves, nestling aloft in 
the tower, and the glorious vault of heaven he 
blustered forth the tender tale. ^ He was not a 
poet luckily! Burns had his Mary — removed, alas, 
how soon! Byron had his in his in his mind only! 
Bat bluff, unmusical Kit escaped the wrathful 
fates since if he committed poetry at all he blund- 
ered into it. 

The poet in exquisit i. numbers 
Expression for passion may find, 

But what can arrc st the clown's slumbers 
Like live darting flashes of the mind? 

Aroused by the soft glance of woman 
No more are his energies numb. 
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For him then to sing is as easy 
As sweet clover pirates to him! 

Be more than a pirate in daring, 
"While tender and kind as a god 

To her who has roused the souFs forcea- 
The angel that brightens earth's sod. 

Does not even heaven rise clearer 
So near to her love-lighted eye — 

Her graceful and wise ministration 
Lead up to a father on high? 
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SCEPTICISM. 

After some months he became a benedict and so 
to all appearance traversed the hopes and ambitions 
of youth. An early marriage is too often thought 
the bane of external success though history amply 
illustrated the old, outspoken truth — woman was 
created a help meet for man in every exigency. 
The curious may consult a volume entitled — "Illus- 
trious Women." 

He met however the usual trials which long 
observation inclines us to think fall generally to 
early married life. A depression in trade induced 
speUs of idleness ' with succesive employers and 
and temptations. Ultimately he feU upon a nest 
of sceptics and freethinkers of the most dangerous 
sort, for they were total abstainers and strict moral- 
ists. As one instance — Each workman or work- 
girl — it was a large Printing and Bookbinding 
Establishment — subscribed weekly for the pur- 
chase of books, to be after general use the property 
of the proposor. A girl unwittingly named one of 
evil tendency but, when so judged, was entrapped 
into proposing something irreproachable and the 
other returned. 

Ridicule of Scripture faith from such a position 
was not to be despised. An exsoldier of the fam- 
ous Espartero gave his views with characteristic 
force — ''At the request of a dear old grandmother 
I read the bible again and again €tnd could not 
beleive and yet some peopte have the impudence 
to teU me 111 be damned! It has always seemed 
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a mass of absurdities and contradictions. — Can you 
beleive in an ass speaking? What right has God 
himself to create anyone to be wretched or even 
with such a contingency?" 

Such assertions and queries moved our bendict's 
reflective powers to their depths and painfully 
changed their course. 

Hitherto he had accepted Scripture unqu estion- 
ingly but now, too candid and direct himself to 
doubt the sincerity of others, he could not ignore 
their difliculties and hence began to quoation and 
doubt everything. Whatever bore on the subject 
of revelation pro and con was eagerly sought — 
Keith, Beattie, Butler, Paley's Essays on one hand, 
Hume, Shelley, Paines on the other. And yet 
while these studies made an impression for good 
they failed to meet an ingeneniuty inspired of evil . 
Indeed with the author of Atheos, we have no 
. doubt that infidelity at least in its grosser aspect is 
a phase of insanity. "He who denies the existence 
of a personal God and the operations of his provi- 
dence and who refers all things to chance can 
hardly claim integrity of intellect, since by his 
profession he denies one of the constituents of the 
normal mind. In truths like these the human 
intellect finds its enduring foundation from which 
it may rise, as in the instance of Milton, to the 
highest flight of poetry, and from which as in those 
of Chalmers and Newton and Hugh Miller it will 
enter into deepest researches of science." One of 
the first symptoms which betray a foundering 
intellect says the physician, is its vagaries into the 
unknown — its abberations into the dreary fields of 
supposition and mystery, whence it returns frantic 
with uncertainty and perplexed with subjective 
questioning Dr. Eay, of the Butler Hospital for 
the Insane in'^Ehode Island, says — "I believe, and 
it is in some ^measure the result of considerable 
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olsenaiicn of various psycological states that, in 
this age of fast living nothing can be relied upon 
moi e su] ely for preserving the healthy balance of 
the mental faculties than aa earnest practical con- 
viction of the great truths of Christianity." 

Were it cordially apprehended that we cannot 
sympathize with an unrevealed deity, that he can- 
not be revealed to us but in our nature since there 
is no other way in which we can have communion, 
how acceptable might be the prophet's declaration 
— Isaiah XL: 10, "Behold the Lord God will come 
against the strong and a recompense for his work. 
He shall feed his flock like a shephard — sha*l 
gather the lambs with his arm and carry 
them in his bosom." How natural and rational 
then to take him at his word and learn of love 
humanized, the meaning of fellowship in spuit, 
Inowledge, love and truth!* 

That he could squarely meet such objections as 
tl:e first-man's inability to believe, was patent to 
h'mself even then, for only the author could reason- 
ably be expected to grant lepentance or a right 
understandii g < f his own words — and 2nd That 
condemnation was only a consequent if the pursuit 
v.^.s instifatcd by \mde of intellect since tbe 
requirement is to go in the spirit of a child. 3rd 
That it appeared to Ijim a mass of absurdities and 
contradictions might be expected from his limited 
view just as most good works are at first displeas- 
ing. Beauty itseh', as some one -remarks, is n^'ver 
seen by the eye of fear or distrust, since the most 
fascinating being on earth turns hideous and hate- 
ful the moment it ceases to suggest ideas of heart 
— rest and confidence. What natural man can 
come to this light without his deeds being re- 
proved? 4:th That an ass should be used as a 
means of reproof and instruction is not more sur- 
prising than that an ant be thus honored. The 
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nataralisty says Emerson, sees one type under 
every metamorphosis, and regards a norse as a 
running man, a fish as a swimming man, 
a bird as a flying man, a tree as a rooted man. 
Each one is an emblem of human life and why not 
the ass — a running man — be endowed by the one 
maker, highly and holily, for once to exhibit the 
rational man? 5fch As to the query — What right 
has God himself to create any one to be wretched 
or even with such a contingency? It was some 
time before he caught even an inkling of a solution . 
It did not strike him that there could be only one 
infinite being and that his creatures must be con- 
ditioned within limits, liabie to falls, recoveries and 
glorious advances, for as knowingand loving he was 
capable of laying hold on infinitude and becoming 
wise in his wisdom strong in his strength and reap- 
ing the benefit of all his attributes. The wretch- 
edness so oflfensive to the objector was a principle 
of progress for through dissatisfaction with evil the 
creature would seek for glory, honor, and immor- 
tality, grace and rest eternal. It cannot be good 
to the Almighty that he should purposely oppress. 

' O life! without thy checkered scene 
Of right and wrong — of weal or woe, 

Success and failure — could a ground 
For magnanimity be found, 

Or Faith midst broken hopes, serene — 
Or whence could virtue flow?" 

Hume strangely argues — "The life of a man is of 
no greater importance to the milvers than the life 
of an oyster. It would be no crime in me to divert 
the Nile or Danube from its course were I able to 
effect such purpose. Where then is the crime of 
turning a few ounces of blood from their natural 
channel? Cato and Brutus, Arrea and Portia 
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acted heroically and those who imitate their exam- 
ple ought to receive the praise of posterity." 

On this line of argument there is no harm in 
turning blessings into curses or privations! What 
would Egypt be without its Nile or Austria with- 
out its Danube? It is tantamount to making any 
kind of murder praiseworthy and saying with 
Satan himself — "Evil be thou my good." 

The ordeal of doubt and unrest was on the whole 
salutary as it urged on to higher attainments — 
made him covet among other gifts that of knowing 
the original text. Besides only thus, more Ufe and 
fuller we attain. Eeform says Carlyle, is not joy- 
ous but grievous, no singlehanded man can reform 
himself without stem suffering and stem working. 
The serpent sheds not his old skin without rusty 
disconsolateness — he is not happy but miserable. 

Amidst all were yet glimpses of sunshine — not to 
mention domestic enjoyment — fHendship — the gen- 
erous rivalry of noble minds, lectures, concerts, 
social opportunities were in order. 

One incident — Prizes were publicily offered by 
the managers of a famous Hall for the best Essay 
on Rational Amusements and this coming to his 
ears the night previous to deposition he sent a very 
curt one. A few days thereafter to his surprise he 
received a card of invitation for himself and friends 
to a banquet at the Hall, and most cordially was 
he congratulated and assured of the Committee's 
future interest. 

Their sincerity was flatteringly evinced at no 
remote date. 

Another source of enjoyment was now presented 
— a residence in Birkenhead, occupation in Liver- 
pool. Here their first bom was introduced, a pros- 
pective owner of part of that site now occupied as 
docks, and whence issued the baleful Alabama to 
illustrate the poet's thought- 
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"Not failure but low aim is crime." 

Betimes, through an inducement to go to New 
York, there came a tide led on the way he wished 
to go. Paying a farewell visit to his native land he 
was moved to locate there and thither again his 
vagabond wanderings lead us. 



■? 
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FIRST SCHOOL. 

O Caledonia, stem a nd Tfild, 
Meet nurse for a poetic child — 
Land of brown heath and shagpfy wood, 
Land of the mountain and the flood, 

Land of my sires, what mortal hand 
Can e'er untie the filial band 
That knits me to thy rugged strand? 

Scott. 

The force of this apostrophe has been felt by 
many wanderers and not least by this one. Yet he 
cared not so much for its poetic as its practical 
nursing. 

While meditating on his introduction into tuition 
an event occurred deeply affecting — the death of 
his mother. His indomitable love of learning wag 
her inspiration and her regret his want of univer- 
sity advantages. Her last words contained a refer- 
ence to him absent and a small poem, published 
long after, attests his reverence of her teaching. 
We give it as — 

A Mother's Theology. 
All these things will come in. 



The rich fields of nature and thought I have ti'aversed 
And culled from their fruits and their treasures a store; 
But better than these to allay life's commotioD, 
Is one little draught from a dear mother's lore! 
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"When harssecUy stern duties and trials most grievous 
To murmer and kick against Fate I'd begin — 
Serene she would hush my fierce passion to stillness 
For — "one day for good all these things will come in." 

3 

L')ng, winding and chequered the path 1 have trodvlen 
Since firtt on my heart this wise maxim was sealed, 
Yet there the inscription grows bolder and bolder 
As time ever proves it a truth God — revealed. 



What rubble so rough as to foil the wise builder — 
That finds not betimes its appropriate niche? 
What ore so defaced or ingrained with alloyment 
As comes not through fire immaculate, rich? 

5 

What shape so untoward on man's rugged journey 
As may not enhance the full rounding of life — 
L>iseaFes and cares and fell hunger that counsel 
Us evil, and seem but to trip in the strife? 



Then, courage, my brother, now wretchedly faring — 
Obscured for a while brighter glories to win; 
For loaded with truth and its blessings eternal 
One long day for good all these things will come in. 

Dying in Li\erpool her remains were conveyed 
over sea and interred in the family burial ground — 
Tinwald. 

After a short stay with relatives he pursued his 
studies in the small town which gives its name to 
the dale or district and which Thomas Carlyle and 
Edward Irving honored as alumui. The past dis- 
cipline had endowed him with a considerable 
amoimt of stored force, mental and physical, and. 
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engaged in his chosen pursuit, his progress was 
such that in three months he was Assistant Teaxjh- 
er and in three more master of a school tendered 
him by the parish pastor. 

This seminary was on the northern border of the 
district about five miles from the town and implied 
a residence in that locality. On the road leading 
to the romantic Kirtle, it was convenient to the 
village of that name, which contained a chapel-of- 
ease to supply the spiritual wants of those too re- 
mote from the parish church. 

The attendance was consequently good. 

The building was of unassuming stone and straw 
thatched. It abutted on the public highway and 
fronted Creca Moss — a large heathy waste present- 
ing a delightful play ground. Their abode was 
with a peasant on a lofty eminence covered by sev- 
eral farm steads and dwellings and hence *Hill- 
town.' 

Most pleasing memories and associations official 
and domestic cluster around this pastoral scene. 

Only a few weeks after his installation the vil- 
lage pastor presented himself and remained long 
enough to appreciate the mode of teaching — found- 
ed by ihe way upon Dunn's 'Principles' — and be- 
gan a friendship terminating only with life. *T?his 
is no place for you," he kindly remarked, "I want 
you to come to the manse and continue your stud- 
ies." We need hardly say a proposition so conson- 
ant with his aspirations was gratefully accepted 
and weekly or bi-weekly Kit wended his way to 
the maase. Latin was their chief study and no 
visit was made without a portion of it read and dis- 
cussed. The teacher's aphorism to him had been, 
'thumb your grammar,' the pastor's was — 'read- 
read-read.' The last perhaps he preferred since 
only knowledge applied and proved can be called 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VAGOR. 73 

our own. Having resided six years • in France, 
French, too, came under the pastor's review but 
was at once dismissed with high commendation. 

His Greek was simply alphabetical. 

Often they sat far into the n'ght discussing 
plans and projects of local interest. Repairs for 
church and school specially. The school building 
was chiefly obnoxious to the pastor but it was 
through overlooking some improvements on the 
former that he caught a fatal cold. 

His humor like his piety was gay and fearless. 
Once alluding to the state of the thatched roof he 
asked naively — Could you not apply a torch to it 
one night? A few days before his death when 
asked if there was no way to remove the laryngeal 
or throat obstruction he replied smiling — *'Not un- 
less you could send a little sweep down it." 

He was just on the eve of marriege when trans- 
lated. A lovely specimen of a genial whole-souled 
man and minister. Robust, fair-complexioned, 
with cheery blue eyes and brown curling hair. 

Alas, a few months a light and joy upon the 
stranger's path and, lo, he was not! Nor was he 
the only friend whose countenance was changed 
and removed in a brief period. A farmer whose 
family attended his instructioDS and who took 
every opportunity to intimate his appreciation and 
good-will soon followed. 

Their relations had been of the closest. One 
morning in vacation time, the teacher noticilig their 
need of aid in the harvest-field, buckled in to for- 
ward the work. Every one accepted his service as 
a spurt but, when, day after day, doing more than 
the current (darg), he continued without bating 
strength or spirit, they felt unwonted kindness and 
admaration. Dying, the aged father evinced his 
sincere regard, and expressed presentiments of 
something good ahead awaiting him. 
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This hearted interest was eviiliiD ced by all the 
family in the most gratifying manner. Any ser- 
vice tending to the teacher's comfort was freely 
rendered— a doctor to be brought, coals carted, or 
anything transported was sure to be accomplished 
gratis and with kindly alacrity. One instance of 
this self-denying consideration may be given. 
During a wet, slushy spell when, on the hill, it was 
difficult to obtain the grossest supplies, the eldest, 
happening in one evening accidentally as it were, 
after a Uttle parley told the young folks he had 
left a small parcel outside lest they might have 
company — a small acknowledgment of kindness re- 
ceived. 

What was their surprise on finding a large sack 
holdir.g perhaps three bushels of potatoes! This 
he had carried a mile and a half up a steep ascent, 
in a rugged • track, over fence and stile! In the 
black and dark night! 

An audacious act of courtesy to his friend soon 
after will indicate his humor. 

On a ramble along the beautiful and historical 
Kirtle they came to the tomb of the devoted 
Helen on fair Kerconnell Lea. A large memorial 
tree, its lower limbs conserved by iron bands, 
stands near the spot where she received the fatal 
bullet sent from the opposite bank and intended 
for her lover. That is all storied over wherever 
available by the initials or names of pilgrims. 
From a reverie inspired by his surroundings. Kit 
was aroused by observing his friend use a large 
jackknife upon the trunk, slashing and desecrating 
the mementoes of his foreiunners. Presently as 
the result his own monster initials appeared through 
and above all others. 

On charging his friend with injustice and obscur- 
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ing others by this prominence he laughingly re- 
plied — "that's jlist the way 1 want it." 

Many were the hours winged by his sunny smile 
and bright nature. He would find nothing that did 
not tend to amuse. Even when his solution of a 
])roblem differed from that recorded the author was 
the one save to be mistaken. 

Their task over a friendly crntest began in the 
making of sweet sounds. The 'master with varied 
life and double zest from a dual nationality chose 
the comic or 'Chanting Bennie' Series, the farmer 
student, oak-like and formidable, the most moving 
and pathetic airs — making altogether to judges, 
usually a few congenial neighbors, a most ludicrous 
and enjoyable exhibition. If not the music its em- 
phatic expression had charms to lure the rustic 
breast. 

But alas he too must be removed! 

Under a calm and happy exterior he possessed 
or rather was possessed of a spirit of adventure — 
he wanted to travel and explore. 

Tall, probably six feet two, straight, largely and ' 
gracefully proportioned his motions were express 
and admirable. The loyal, kindly glance of his 
clear brown eyes lit up features beautifully rounded 
and singularly taking. He seemed chiefly a per- 
sonification of Jocus or good humor yet it was bad 
for htm would impose. A huge, local pugilist 
thinking to acquire fame at the expense of this 
youth of twenty-two and innocent of the 'noble 
art,' so called — intercepted him one night at an inn 
or toUgate in presc nee of some hard spectator's, 
but, before he could display his skilled force, he 
lay prone indifferent to his quickly lost art. 

Looking at him, enabled you to understand how 
historical truth often seemed stranger than fiction 
— how the dalesmen, as from Airnandale, Niths- 
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dale, Clydesdale, Eskdale, Douglasdale — repelled 
oa one hand the English hordes and on the other 
the Highland hosts, retaining at this hour their 
distinctive forms and institutions. 

He left for Amercia 1851. Omne solum forti 
patria. To a brave man every soil is his country. 

The census taking of this district was entrusted 
to Kit through which he became thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the locality — its acreage, arable and 
waste, every domicle with its inmates and nation- 
alities. Imprt ssed I'y the fearful consequences to 
David of a like act some were shocked at the 
thought of this numeration. One of two old ladies, 
living in a cottage far remote, think ng it so hein- 
ous a crime, became partially insane and, en 
chemise, at early two, rose and ran across the moor, 
declaring when caught that the dieadful man who 
numbered the people, with the great book, was 
after her and the judgement of God was beginning. 

When about a year in that position he received 
a letter from a gentleman in an adjoining district 
requesting a call as they had then a vacancy for a 
teacher. On calling, Kit was assured of his efforts 
and active influence to secure for him the appoint- 
ment, and direct* d to the village pastor. B« t the 
latter assured him his applcaHon came late as the 
affair left with him had already been assigned to 
one he favored. 

He returned home resigned, though the sal?iry 
was double and attendance more remunerative. 

His friend however again wrote requesting him 
to send in a formal application to the parish pastor 
as his reputation was such the inhabitants were 
bent on ha\dng him. Acting on this advice he was 
unanimiously chosen — the village pai-son notwith- 
standing! 

But, hence, the pleasure of his flattering recap- 
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tion was not unalloyed. — The village pastor was 
then a power not to be despised. He was inspector 
and superintendent of youthful training, the recep- 
tacle of any charge, legimate or otherwise preferred 
against the teacher, and, prejudiced, could woik 
him no end of annoyance. 

His statement that he had already chosen a 
teacher Kit could not reconcile with the result and 
M'hether his legitimate apphcati n would be con- 
sidered an irrc parable indignity remained an enig- 
ma. A fricLdly clergyman referrhig to this Fame 
position remaiked to him — "no one is more vindic- 
tive than a minister, the. opportunity of brooding 
in his cL set over a slight, real or imaginary, tend- 
ing much to exnggeiate as well as pei-petuate." 

Hitherto his ] astors hnd been most kind and 
sympathetic, the relation between the pupils and 
himself most cordial, the locality endeared by 
many reminiscences, another conjugal pledge added, 
and so, y ith only regr* t, he left for sterner scenes. 

"But why regret? Sorrows humanize our race; 
I'ears are the sliowtrs that fertilize this world, 
And memjry i>f thinj^s precious keepeth warm 
The hexrt that once did hold them." 
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SECOND SCHOOL. 

"Shoulder thy hook, slant the bog and march oflF 
my park" were the characterestic orders of an old 
farmer to an offending reaper, and if we' follow 
much the same course we hhall attain our new des- 
tination. Leave Hilltown, slant the Brown-moor 
stretching along the Midd^eby turnpike, march 
along that westward two miles or so and there you 
are on the stone bridge over the winding Annan. 
The village of Bladge before you where the new 
incumbent may find his rest, and Providence his 
guide. 

To the right is seen the stream flowing gently 
toward you fraught with airs from the present and 
blasis from antiquity. It has laved God's acre 
there above, kissed the cultivated fields and flowery 
meads attesting the charms of nature and art; and, 
at the same time hugged the base of Hoddams 
massive walls and girdled old Coquair big with the 
grandeur of time and romance. 

To the left it flows along banks artistically 
ornamented by glades and leafy arcades — a shady 
footpath on one side extending along the river to 
the town. As if personified by Tennyson it hums 

"I chatter over stoney ways 

In little sharps and trebles, 
I bubble into eddying bays 

I bobble on the pebbles. 

I wind about, and in and out, 
With here a blossom saiHng, 
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And here and there a lusty trout, 
And here and there a grayling."" 

It is widely noted for its salmon and trout a^ 
also for the sport of otter-hunting. 

TheTillage lies before you as in an amphitheatre. 

A horizontal line crossed by four others will 
represent its aspect accurately enough — four broad 
macadamized streets cutting the highway at right 
angles. The houses are nearly uniform, of hewn 
stone, slate — roofed and lime -washed. The church, 
manse, and school, hence, form the points of an 
isosceles triangle. — The first at the apex on an easy 
elevation — ^the second at the south on extreme left 
of 2nd St. — the third or schoolhouse to the north, 
on the same street, at its extreme right — an elevat- 
ed and commodious building capable of seating 150 
pupils. — A vacant space between it and a kind of 
table-land fenced by a flourishing hawthorn hedge, 
together with the site of an old stone quarry in the 
rear, offer a play ground that gives ample room 
and scope for youthful enterprise. The cottages 
between the manse and school are tenanted by 
cotton-weavers, a few millers and turners excepted. 
The mill stands on the stream a little way below 
the village and the turning shop between 2nd and 
3rd. An Infant school for children under seven is 
on our way up town and an inn, a smithy, grocery, 
clogging shop, tailorage and caipentry. 

Other industries here and there. Bat let us now 
follow the fortunes of him gone in to take possess- 
ion and dominate his clients. The first is easy 
enough, the latter we shall see! 

We find the ceiling lofty and light abundant, 
school furniture all that one desires. Desks are 
placed against the walls where practicable, with 
tops convenient for inkstands, copies and slates, 
Aud beneath, a drawer for the use of each pupil. 
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Tliere is a good supply of maps, a blackboard, and 
even a large case of classical works on every sub- 
ject. We have heard a learned scientist deprecate 
such an arrangement of desks and commiserate 
teachers and pupils, but it seems to us the most 
preferable mode, since the more advanced and 
studious scholars, their faces to the wall, see . not 
the changes ahead of theni — are not distracted by 
signs and commotions and to are more apt to bend 
manfully to their tasks. 

We have no doubt more is learned in this way in 
two yeirs than currently in four — ay in six year^*. 

It may be we confess that each fashion has it's 
fitting locality and the latter is more suitable . to 
the versatile American. In the simple matter of 
language for instance while there they are ponder- 
ing over the roots and derivations of words here 
they are attending to their enunciation and uses 
and attain a readiness unequaled. One Sunday 
noon as returning from a lowly church in Nebraska, 
passing a lady in humble attire, we overheard her 
observe in response to some adverse criticism on 
the preacher — "he used the right infllexion any- 
way." Of course in all republics oratory is in high 
demand as a means both of serving the state and 
personal aggrandizement though like most other 
rules it will work two ways. Kossuth in a great 
speech to Americans reminded them of Emerson's 
remark — The curse of this country is eloquent 
men. 

But, returning to order, whom shall we invoke 
can aptly transmit the eloquence and inflexions of 
those Border gamins on that eventful morning? 
What to this purpose could effect even the wi^e 
Daniel of Columbia, the great Scott, or the Dick- 
ens himself! 

Their dialect in many cases defys transmission 
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and it would be ridiculous to attempt the elucida- 
tion of their vowel sounds as in ay, you, me, one, 
two, three. They had resolved to try the teachers 
temper and in their phraseology, see what he was 
made of 

•*Maister, I canna fin' my book." 

"Jock Biggar has my sklaite." 

"Bob Elliot keeps kicking me." 

"This is my sate I ay sat here.,, 

On letting out for recess they crowded around 
door and windows and made the interim hideous, 
while comments on the teacher's aspect were freely 
thrown off. 

He meanwhile calmly beheld the racket yet 
observing each one's pecularity and impulse. We 
said he had a noticeable grey eye it was also a 
noticing one and he was gathering the shortest and 
readiest method of suppression. About 2 p. m. he 
dismissed them triumphing in the spirit of mischief, 
presuming they would have all their own way. 

It was his purpose to get a good case before 
showing his traits — the bigger the offender the 
better. 

Approving, in this case, the old saw-nothing 
(like leather) he next day provided himself with a 
piece cut from a donkey's harness, and, sportively, 
the *cuddy bridle,' and awaited developements. 

He bore all patiently until about the hour of 
dismissal on the previous day and then came the 
denouement. 

Through some pretense the largest pupil had got 
out and now pressing his nose against a pane of 
glass invoked the others to vacate. They rose en 
masse and were barely restrained from taking, as 
is said, French leave. On coming in the gmart 
Aleck was called up for review and answered in 
such a way as gave the desired opportunity and 
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smilingly the teacher extracted the pay for the 
whistle. 

This was decisive and so universally approved 
that his trials in that respect were over. 

But there was another and perhaps more danger- 
ous element of trouble — this was the adult com- 
pound of weavei*s' and millers' apprentices who 
infested the quarry for varied games, arresting by 
their noise and uproar all school recitation. The 
village though manufacturing and popidous possess- 
ed no constable and the teacher's expostulations 
imheeded, he was induced to cut the gordion knot 
in a way suggestive of Bacon on Boldness. "Bold- 
ness," said he, "is blind, whereof tis ill in counsel 
but good in execution. For in counsel it is good 
to see dangers, in execution not to see them except 
they be very great." 

It was a November afternoon. 

The bright, serene sky bent lovingly over the 
grassy floor of the hawthorn bordered play ground 
and quarry. The air was balmy and bracing. The 
village youth were assembled in force and the 
object of contention was a football. 

They might have made the goals parallel to the 
hedge, and thence could be no offence, but they 
had chosen the other course and the tug for sup- 
remacy almost always was beneath the rear win- 
dows making progress impossible. 

The teacher not the first time remonstrated and 
asked them to withdmw a little, at least till school 
work was over. 

"We can't do it for you," said one. "We played 
here before you came and will play here yet," re- 
torted another. 

"I have no objection to that," responded the 
teacher, "only please go farther b£ick so as not to 
disturb us/' 
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"We wont do it" said a robust young miller. 

"Wlio are you" demanded the now indignant 
plaintiff — "What is your name?" "Touch-me-not." 
"I will have it" was the retort and seizing the youth 
to drag him into the schooh'oom where no doubt 
w^ere witnesses of his identity a desperate struggle 
ensued round which all were interested. For a 
time the scene was pretty lively and result doubt- 
ful. The miller at man's estate was used to wrest- 
ling with weights and floursacks, the teacher lithe 
and sinewy had muscles yet tense from his prev- 
ious calling and his endurance at length prevailed 
— the offender was hurled breathless into the room. 

His name secured and the vengeance of the law 
denounced in case of persistance he was permitted 
to rejoin his astounded companions. Thus, too, 
this annoyance ceased. The miller became a warm 
friend and with more than a score of other youths 
were recipients of evening instiiiction. 

Shortly after these passages the village pastor 
presented himself and congratulations. He was a 
man of scant medium height and well knit. His 
ample head was crowned by a partial supply of jet 
black hair — the knowing region bald and shiney. 
His features were bold and well defined illumed by 
an eye deeply, darkly, dangerously blue^-revealing 
betimes an unfathomable back light which might 
mean assent or dissent — good for you or bad for 
you. 

This never get-left air diffused an atmosphere 
alien to his high profession and more in accord 
with his previous calling — he had left the law for 
gospel. 

The days yet passed peacefully and well, for 
schoolwork to the teacher was always a labor of 
love. The traits and tricks of the pupils and 
village gamins a^orded muph amusement and 
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themes for thought. Yet his contributions are 
summerized in *A boj's a boy.' Despite his inti- 
macy with different nationalities, audacity, pure and 
simple, could not have been better examplified 
than there in that simple border village. Taking 
a family as they ascend from the youngest then 
eight years probably. He was wont to intercept 
scholars on their way to school and one of them to 
get even brought along one morning a savage dog 
— spying the foe right in his way he grimly hound- 
ed on his canine friend but, instead of retreating 
the intrepid little fellow calmly stood his ground, 
and with one blow of a shinney laid the brute dead 
at his feet. 

One noon as walking homeward, the teacher hit 
upon his pupils assembled round the little gamin 
defiant — a stone in each hand and his back against 
the door of the vacant cottage. A comical carica- 
ture of Ajax defying the lightning. Released and 
kindly addressed by the teacher he became one of 
his most exemplary pupils. 

An elder brother had a difference with a lad 
much taller than himself and withdrew in school 
time for a settlement, returning cooly after a two 
hours 4;ussle. Of course such a breach of disci- 
pline could not be overlooked and every truant 
received his quota of punishment. The brother, 
when asked to change hands, quietly remarked 
"ee may keep that ane if its a' the same to you 
sir." We need hardly say if the devil had his due 
it was not over done. 

The eldest brother, just on the verge of manhood, 
was caught in the act of holding up an unbecom- 
ing remark upon his slate, which was taken and 
indignantly, though unwittingly, broken over his 
headL But he only grunted "ee needna ha broke» 
the sklate ouyway/' 
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These escapades excepted, few lads more promis- 
ipg ever graced a schoolroom. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XVI. 

PRESBYTERIAL EXAMINATION. 

The teacher had not yet seen his ordeals through, 
an examination of fitness seholastically yet remained 
for him. This was called the Presbyterial as in 
presence of, and by, all the pastors or presbyters 
of the district. He might have avoided this as his 
predecessors had done, one excepted, who failed in 
his attempt so painfully to himself as never to re- 
gain his equanimity and died soon after. This as- 
pect of affairs rather increased his resolve to stand 
or fall without fear and without reproach. It was 
the great Montrose who wrote: 

"He either dreads his fate too much 

Or his deserts are small, 
Who fears to put it to the test 

To win or lose it all." 

At this time about a mile from the village and 
near the banks of the beautiful stream in a noble 
mansion lived the nearest school patron — Lady 
Dido — and with her abode her son. Colonel Dido; 
his son and two daughters. 

From her at this juncture, was raceived an auto- 
graph letter stating that he had omitted the duty 
of attending Sunday school and would find it to his 
advantage as his predecessors had done, to comply 
forwith. He had been absent twice from sickness 
(f a relative, and hence this unwarranted assump- 
tion and imperious air only suggested an entire de- 
parture from that prescribed by her. He resolved 
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to stand upon his merits and undergo the trial 
without any pledge or indication of surrender, con- 
scious it was not the duty or part of a public 
teacher to servo on the Lord's day unless voluntar- 
ily. If successful he would then duly take up what 
ought ever to be a labor of love. 

He stood thus before a grave and unbiassed board 
of examiners and, after passing consecutively 
through the branches required, received a hearty 
unanimous appointment. 

A life- vocation now legally secured, he gave heed 
to the matter in abeyance. He resumed the brok- 
en strand of Sunday work quietly ignoring the un- 
just assumption of his accuser and abettor or abet- 
tors — striving to act so that it would no more come 
into mind. 

The result will be seen as we proceed. Of too 
rare a temperament to anticipate any evil or have 
his career sicklied over with the pale cast of 
thought, he entered joyfully into "the generous 
rivalry of noble minds." 

Nothing was taken for granted and, when embar- 
rassed, he thought an eight or ten miles journey to 
solve' a doubt a slight impost for value received. 
Kind and able instructors arose in the persons of a 
teacher and pastor — the latter the successor of his 
old benefactor at Breconbeds. Heaiing of his pre- 
decessor's attachment he lost no time in making 
our friend's acquaintance. A warm and profitable 
intercourse resulted — the Greek only substituted 
for the Latin of the former period. 

But in due time, in the village itself, an oracle 
arose, and, during some seasons, almost nightly, 
this scene transpired We have entered a modest 
but convenient cottage, passed along what might 
be termed a hall, turuing right have unlatched a 
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door and reached the *ben'— a large room -with a 
high, open fireplace and the customary grate. 

Our horizon cotnprises a box-bed, a few chairs 
and an oblong table, at which sit two young men, 
between whom are scattered a formidable array of 
books and manuscripts — a glance at which may 
heighten our curiosity in the possessors. We dis- 
cern a Whateley's Logic, a Treatise on Botany, a 
Schrivellius, a Latin-Greek Lexicon, Grammar and 
Greek Testament. A Horace, Vii'gil, Arnold's 
Latin Composition, and a German Commentary of 
which those sheets of mss are translations and crit- 
icisms. Nor are they exposed for display as evi- 
dently they are only text-books well read and di- 
gested. So well indeed, by one he gained the first 
prize in that district for practical botany, that, too, 
superadded to the degree of A. M., Artium Magist- 
er, won at a famous Northern University. 

The only son of his mother, and she a widow, he 
owed his ascent from the beginning to a blessing 
on his marked abilities. Attracting the notice of 
the pastor of a rural parish in the parochial school, 
he kindly supplied the means for college initiation 
and it needed only an introduction to both justify 
the venture and secure a continuance, as he carried 
off bursaries sufficient for his curriculum, together 
with many important, because judicious prizes. He 
has not yet reached his majority, though you think 
so as you look at him — so goodly of person and 
well-favc red. He reminds us of the friend of the 
great Luther, the amiable Philip Melancthon— 
with his toweiir g dome and auburn locks. His 
huge, kindling eyes have the same warm, dancirg 
glow; and did you ever see the soul of humor 
genial, enraptured, so taking as in that quizzing 
glance, on those mobile lips? "I am full of 'mat- 
ter, the spirit within vae comtxa^^th ma BeboW 
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my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready 
to burst like new bottles." "That fellow is in a 
bad way, isn't he?" I hope you do not think him 
irreverent — one is never master of a subject until 
he can afford to joke about ip. Even in religion 
one must be in it as in play before he can render 
free and joyful service. 

His companion or vis-a-vis is perhaps the senior 
by a lustrum, less florid and robust. That youth 
is the ideal of a young man rejoiciug to run his 
race, has met no equal, his brows bound with vic- 
torious wreaths. This of the storm-tossed rover 
dowered with repose won from varied vicissitude, 
conscious of divine prescience his eye keen with 
admiration. That the early sun rising on the 
jocund m'^untain tops for all he touches sparkles 
with kindly light. This the later sun often eclipsed 
by shadows, clouds and tempests* which it breaks 
through so enhanced, as to cfraw the very odors 
from their dells and hollows. Thus they supple- 
ment and cheer each other. Some author, we for- 
get whom, observes — "Regular education we think 
is unfavorable to vigor or originality of understand- 
ing. It strengthens and assists the feeble; but it 
deprives the strong of his triumphs and casts down 
the hopes of the aspiring." He who has enjoyed a 
college curriculum may happily defer to the lord 
of large experience and riper growth. The native 
acquired French and masterly English idiom of 
home and office growth, invaluable in translation — 
are no slight return to a classicist- and interpreter 
for a few suggestions and solutions in logic, mathe- 
matics, botany and ancient lore. 

Each in his sphere has breasted the blows of cir- 
cumstance and grappled with his evil star, and so 
exists sympathy warm and unselfish as that the 
Bobl^ poet enshrines in In Memoriam. We find it 
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hard to avert our glance from this scene repeated 
so often and enhanced by many a walk beside their 
native streams and rills embowered by leafy cov- 
erts. 

"With them went Fancy like a lovely boy 
Of rare aspect and beauty without peer." 

What sallies pass between them as they drink 
from rippling Kirtle out of the paper- cup occasion- 
born, and wind beneath the lofty trees ye clad in 
summer's pride. As they discover paths and alleys 
broad. 

With footing worn and leading inward farre 
Past that rare bole where rude mementoes are! 

Once gazing at these aspirations after immortal- 
ity with the loving relics of Kit's absent friend in 
view, the younger thought to immortalize himself 
by graving his initials high over all had gone be-, 
fore. He raised a lofty cairn and from it cut the 
characters desired — would have perpetuated his 
friend's, too, ere descending had he not been jocul- 
arly assured he had already done so — their initials 
being th& same. 

Alack yet for human ambition! On a circuit 
around the trunk,. he discovered that some mount- 
ing spirit had anticipated him, and placed his en- 
sign lugher, even though on a slender bough. 

He was not quite broken by this discovery, 
for — 

"On him smiled Hope in rank a perfect maid 
•Of cheerful look and lovely' to behold," and 

beguiled him into concluding his banner the superior — ' 
as the legitimate one. 

Ah, to him the maid was still the capricious one — 
Who always smiles and doth great liking sbgw, 
Great hking unto many but true love to fe w! 
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Not long after he passed over to the majority. 
Just on his advent to Divinity Hall he was cut off 
by a fever, and ihe bereaved, blest with the nobltst 
friendships, seemed destined to enjoy them pro- 
portionately brief. 

We thank the noble bard for this introjr^pectiou. 

"Yet in these ears till hearing dies 
One set slow bell will seem to toll 

The passing of the sweetest soul 
That ever looked with human eyes. 

So many worlds so much to do 
So little done, such things to be, 

How know I what had need of thee. 
For thou Wert strong as thou wert truo? 

And manhood fused with female grace 
In such a sort, the child would twine 

A trustful hand unasked in thine, 
And find his comfort in thy face." 
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XVII. 
KNOCKHILL. 

The incidents related were but as 'gleams of sun- 
shine mid renewing storms.' 

Evidences of the pastor's and lady Dido's dispo- 
sitions toward him came in, to his unmitigated sur- 
prise. His candidature for higher positions was 
ignored and even when subjecfted to searching com- 
j etitive trials and superiority conceded, the prize 
was withheld because of defective temper and anta- 
g( nipm to his pastor and ladyship! 

*'0 quam indigna prepeteris, Phocio;)!" O what 
indignities you suffer, Phocion! 

The position of tlie incumbent may perhaps be 
better appreciated by a comparison. In Abdera 
there was only one dentist who had an extensive 
practice in the neighborhood, and traveled from 
place to place. • On one occasion he had au ass 
and its driver to carry his baggage across a wide 
heath. It was a hot ai:d bright summer's day, and 
the weary dentist was glad to sit down and rest a 
while in the shadow cast from the figure of the as?. 
Against this appropriaUon of a shade the driver 
who was also the owner of the ass, protested, say- 
ing that nothing had been said in the bargain 
about any srch use of the shadow. The dentist 
must therefore come out of the shade, or pay some- 
thing extra for its use! He refused to do so and a 
lawsuit was the result — the best lawyers of Abdera 
were employed on each side and the whole popu- 
lation of the town was soon divided into parties 
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styled respectively 'Asses' and 'Shadows.' So bit- 
ter was their ermity that an 'ass' would not sit 
down at the same table with a 'shadow.' 

The teacher representing the dentist, the grounds 
of his persecution were less tangible than those of 
the great lawsuit as given by Wieland — he had not 
even sought to rest in the shadow east by the 
figure of the 'aises' but kept the even tenor of his 
way. 

We give only one instance of this asinine atti- 
tude as it led to important issues. Eight candi- 
dates appeared before the trustees and representa- 
tive of a neighboring parish to contest the school 
there vacant. The examiner adjudged him of 
Bladge thq best general s< holar — first in Latin, 
French, English and mathematics but, on the same 
a] ocryphal grounds, the bone of contention was 
given to a young fellow with a Ducal recommend 
who, in his own grandiloquence — 'just presented 
myself.' 

Some results to the foiled one yet followed. 
Two trusters sent regards subsequently — one as- 
suring bim he should never have to imdorgi 
another orde?il but have the first vacancy in any 
adjacent district, the other engaging him at a gen- 
erous salary to teach evening^. The interval was 
probably four miles but to him it seemed only a 
bracing walk. Besides, the route was one of much 
interest. A mile from the village he struck the 
high^ ay at right angles at a prominent^tollgate — 
thence affer another mile's progress he lit upon 
truly enchanting and romantic scenery. Westward 
loomed Bepentance, the beacon previoui^ly nam<^d 
as descried far over the Solway — eastward high 
Ccquair densely wooded to its summit and, before 
him, the gorge or valley of Hoddam. 

Joying to h^ar tl^e birds' sweet harmony and yet 
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-more at the means thus secured to his ^pretty 
jchickens and their dam,' he plunges into this on a 

• smooth macadamized road, densely shaded by lofty, 
interlacing trees, that shut out the heaven's clear 
light, A little way forth he crosses the river on 
Hoddam bridge near the Lodge that invites to the 
castlp. He takes not the hint, however, though its 
owner is he who occupies the residence to which he 
is bound — that is yet some distance ahead on that 
gentle eminence— and whence the mansion is Knock- 

. hill. 

The remainder of the way is almost a repetition 
of smooth turnpike and grateful shade until we 
I'each the base of the easy ascent. Passing a 
grocery and farm bouse we strike the desired haven 
where he aspires to train the stable and lowly 

, mind — for of his pupils are jockeys, grooms, dog- 
coursers, et caetera — the chief himself an old bach- 
elor. As you enter, are evidences of his sporting 
proclivities. Here hounds and kennels — there a 
horse-racing establishment — one of three, one as- 

■ signed to England and two to Scotland. 

To describe the tout ensemble and details of the 

; mansion is beside our purpose and, briefly, from 

the courtesies and comforts received by the tutor it 

evt r loomed up to him an object passing fair — a 

thing of joy as of veneration. 

So libeial was the estimate of the trustee of ser- 
vices rendered therein, and so much in accord his 
renumeration 1 hereof that on his divulging the 
amount received to his beloved spouse she exclaim- 
ed with glistening eyes — "Did you take it a?" 

We have been thus definite once for all as this 
lelationship continued without interruption, a 
period of four years, or while possible, besides the 
patron's assurance that he had not said all he 
would do. Lord of the castle and of much of the 
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parish by descent he was untitled and simply Wil- 
liam Keen — a kind, good man. 

This courtesy recalls a remark of Kev. A. Y. 
Fields — "Going around the world/' says he, "is an 
education. One will see the greatness of other 
nations and the virtues of other people. Even 
the turbaned Orientals may teach us a lesson in 
dignity and courtesy — a lesson of repose, the want 
of which is a defect in our national character. In 
every race there is something good, some touch of 
gentleness that makes the whole world kin." 
. Nor yet was Kit's office a sinecure. Eight miles 
walk, often over snow, much of it through a wood 
in storm and darkness might almost be felt, and 
returning far into the night, implied no small stock 
of energy, not to mention address and confidence; 
for he frequently possessed a considerable item in 
his salary. This exertion, too, was after his daily 
duty of teaching unaided more than a hundred 
pupils. 

His feelings after all were enviable enough as he 
himself has represented them in these lines we will- 
ingly transcribe. 

"O Hoddam, Hoddam, thy wild woody way 

The quivering trunks and nodding tops between, 
, In storm and gloom I've wandered proud and gay, 

Or, when the moon in brightness sailed serene 
Through depths of blue o'er thy superb display, 

Oflf yonder bridge I've gazed on Aman's sheen 
Along thy heights — light — flooded, steep Coquair, 

And, rapt in bliss, have stood and worshiped thee!'* 

This first season at Knockhill was one of almost 
unexampled activity, mental and external; for, be- 
sides pursuing his studies and duties stated, Le 
also gave lessons in French to two young ladies 
distant probably two miles. But, strange as it may 
seem, this busy time was likewise the most import- 
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ant and far-reaching. "Wifhin, within, 'twas there 
the spirit wrought'* — Yes, wrought in him a peace 
unspeakable and full of glory. The unrost with 
which, as we have seen, he had wrestled in vain, 
was I ow disposed of and for ever! As reading in 
his Greek Testament and transposing in his own 
way — the phrase "God was the Word" became the 
witness in itself, and constrained the scholar so to 
receive • Him — as the Word and at his Word — that 
he felt on holy ground. 

Ah, how much they miss who have not the light 
of eternity cast over their earthly struggles! 

WITHOUT LIGHT. 

No vista reaching for, no night with suns revealed, 
No dark the gracious shade of angel wings concealed! 
No springs of strength within to evermore arise 
And charge the soul with joy — enrich with glad 

[surprise! 
But — pent in utter gloom — their powers unrest 

[devise 
As, odors long in shade, in deathly rankness flies. 
Ye fearful souJs look up and nurse Hope's smihng 

[frond, 
For never sprouts the bud but flower and fruit 

[respond. 



1^ 
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XVIII. 
MISAPPREHENSION. 

Yearly an unprecedented mark of esteem was 
paid him by his parochial scholars, and reported 
by the press; nor did this allay, but served rather 
to foster resentment in the Olympic minds of Lady 
Dido and her son, and heighten the mysterious 
back Ught in the i)astor's eye. 

But the most annoying foes are often those of our 
own kin and probably, as above, from misappre- 
hension. And here an episode compels us to in- 
troduce Tom, Burt, and Libby — brothers and sister 
in law. 

The name Thomas Proteus was most apposite to 
the first — so ethereal was he in form and wit. 
Passing along a village street one day, he was stop- 
ped by a gamin who exclaimed after a wondering, 
admiring scrutiny — **Thin, O thin!'' His wit was 
quick, trenchant, and shifty— you thought it van- 
quished, bound sure, but, like his namesake, it only 
took new shapes and modes. As inspector of poor 
and parish schoolmast">r he frequently exhibited its 
qualities in lawsuits, in which he came oflf conquer- 
or save once when to his great chagrin he was out- 
witted by an old farmer. 

Externally, -then, his chief characteristic was lon- 
gitude. Head long and elevated, covered by jet- 
black curling haii', forehead high and well-develop- 
ed, nose long, thin, high and aquiline, lips eloquent, 
chin deep and strong: trunk only, short and spare, 
while long tines or limbs offered the least resistance 
in transitu. But his most striking feature was the 
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eye — overpent, dark and piercing, subdued in 
pathos or flashing with humor. He was indeed no 
ordinary man and besides possessed the prestige 
of college training. Burt Coss was almost his exact 
antithesis — five feet four possibly, but symmetrical 
and prepossessing with a voice of singular compass 
and sweetness. His features were in perfect har- 
mony and the bones possessed that fleshy and wavy 
contour npted by Bulwer, which even in manhood 
preserve the round and beautiful curves of youth. 
His sight unhappily was defective though it did 
not oflend the beholder or detract from the beauty 
of his azure eyes and partial glance. He, too, was 
a scholar and in his last university had acted as 
Assistant Latin Professor. Elizabeth or Libby 
familiarly, wife of the former resembled her brother 
closely in a Greek profile only more spirituelle. No 
defect in her sight but instead a keen, bright eye, 
and rather full lips — giving her a gardez — vous, 
look-out air, while her garments that moj^- expres- 
sed than hid her, ^'fell about her lissom limbs." 

Against these relatives Kit was destined to tilt 
from circumstances over which he had no control, 
as beyond his ken until too late for repentance or 
elucidation. 

The geniality and public services of Proteus in- 
duced unfortunately a liking for excitement and 
stimulants — making to himself a thoracic divinity 
unto which he offered too frequent libations and 
laid himself open to public attacks. A young lady 
lighting upon some Temperanc e effusions which 
she and his own brother-in-law surmised would 
benefit him conspired to copy them out and, in- 
famous! sent them anomymously. Worse yet they 
imitated Kit's calligraphy so exactly by means of a 
letter of his that the act was at once laid to him. 
Ah, how lamentably! 
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Had he been openly and squarely charged with 
it no harm might have resulted, except perhaps a 
feeling demonstration that such conduct was 
counter to every propensity and sentiment of his 
mother's son; but, as it was, natural, powerful, and 
legitimate friends and brothers were transformed 
into implacable foes — the victim utterly uncon- 
scious. 

On a visit thereafter he ascribed a rather caval- 
ier treatment to vain assumption of higher stand- 
ing — the rather because the doughty Proteus en- 
deavored to show off his aquirements through him 
in presence of his spouse and a young lady boarder, 
his pupil. A slight instance will be illustrative: 

Let me, said he, teach you something in French. 
Ah there the pronunciation is. 

"I expect not, Mr. Protens. Have you a diction- 
ary?" 

"Yf s, but to refer is of no use." 

"Allow me to overhaul it." 

"I see, yes Mr. B., vous avez raison." 

Another and another dissent and triumphant re- 
ference wound up the lesson with a fling at the 
bear by Betty. She, *while sharp breaths of an- 
ger puffed her fairy nostrils out' blurted with a 
geek — *'If oor Tammuz disna ken he ocht ta ken — 
he paid a shiUen for every lesson." The next visit 
concluded all intimacy though still unaware of the 
grievous assumption and learned only previous to 
the poor fellow's loss of situation and premature 
death. Peace to his shade — peihaps, after all, 
more sinned against than sinning. 

The other awaking occurred soon aftrr and its 
final cause was a clashing of interests. 

The vacancy so kindly implied in the trustee's 
message now obtained. A teacher was wanted for 
next parish, with the maximum salary, free house, 
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garden; and remunerative scholars. To Kit if suc- 
cessful the summit of his ambition and a compet- 
ence even with his quartette of youngsters. Who 
can realize the buoyant hopes and emotions of the 
young pair in antic'pation of so happy a result! 
To be freed from the worries of exist* nee — the long, 
dreary, dangero s walks and everyway exacting ef- 
forts, — the didos of the Didos, the lawyer — priest, 
unjust, unappreciative, and to locate finally so near 
their birthplace. 

Indeed they had hardly room for d« ubt for, din- 
ing with the representative of hord M. — a trustee 
of both parishes, he assured our friead of the ap- 
pointment and his warm interest from the facts, 
both of his own merits as evinced at Bladge, and 
friendship for a namesake in days bygone. Hav- 
ing no reason to doubt h s ability Kit returned re- 
joicing, calmly awaiting the issue. 

It came like a bolt from a clear sky burning and 
destroying. The little mother received it in the 
shape of a large packet and instinctively divined 
the meaning — barely evading a swoon. O what a 
war of white and red upon that comely cheek! It 
was the testimonials returned — inclusive of one 
given a Mr. Brown! he then was the elect! To say 
there fell upon her a great melancholy would hard- 
ly be correct — it was anguish at the grievous wrong 
to her beloved, as well as at the dethronement of 
honor by her chosen representatives. Ah, bad she 
known then the causes why of this overturn how 
overwhelming would have been her distress! 

A week or two previous brother Burt called in 
on his way from a visit to a clerical friend, when 
the fact of the vacancy was introduced. He de- 
clared he didn't care for it — did not want it — pre- 
ferred the west where he had been so long. At 
the same Vme, as it transpired afterwards, he was 
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returning from a pmspecting visit — had already, 
with a gentleman of influence, been to Lord M's — 
Cumlonging Castle — overturning and blasting his 
brother's means of success! 

Only after the election, for there was no trial of 
candidates, these facts transpired with this obser- 
vation of Kit's professed friend — "It is infamous 
for brothers to run against ea< h other — neither 
shall have it!" 

Talk of wounding in the house of one's friends — 
What were the feelings of our poor client and part- 
ner at these revelations! Being charged with this 
duplicity at the house of his father the old man 
promptly interfered. *What,' said he, *do you 
mean that you had any chance against such men as 
were candidates! men of college standing and fame! 
I will set Burt on you to show you your deficien- 
cies!' 

And so said so done. Latin the first in order. 

"You are reading abominable Latin" was the first 
aggressive charge. "IJo scholar would use et for 
que." 

"Are you sure it is so used in this case?" return- 
ed Kit. 

"Perfectly." 

"Are you acquainted with Arnold's Latin Com- 
position?" 

" 'Certainly,' rei)lied Burt,' *it is the ne plus ul- 
tra.'" 

"Look heie then, Mr. C, and explain the mis- 
take." 

"I cannot just now but I wish you heard our pro- 
fessor. I know he could." 

I doubt it. The authors both of the Composi- 
tion and Exerci-es, as well as many others I know, 
uphold this rendering, and, in short, I will leave it 
to any professor you name. 
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They now turned from this dead lock to geom- 
etry and a hot skirmish ensued there also but Kit, 
as belligerents say, slept on the field of battle. 

So marked was his triumph the old gentleman in 
reference thereto remarked: **I don*t think it is a 
Christian sj)irit to display abilities over any one." 
"You forget was the too just rejoinder who called 
forth the innocent reprisal.'' But, alas! after sil 
what a wretched salve to his disappointment! 
What was this against a competence to his darling 
household! 

On the fii*st view they perhaps acted reasonably 
in assuming his inferiority. They knew he had be- 
gun the study of the classics within the last four 
years and, judging of his i)rogiess by their own, 
rightly inferred the premise. 

Proteus was the only son of a teacher and his 
whole life had been given to study. Buii; from 
early boyhood had enjoyed the best tuition under 
a teacher who might have been photographed for 
the Scotch Schoolmaster — "He taught Latin so 
thoroughly, says one, made his pupils interpret out 
every particle of the meaning of the authors whom 
they jead so puncliliously, was so severe on a bad 
construction or a false quantity, that to learn Latin 
from him, though it was only Latin, was to be dis- 
ciplined in accuracy and research on all subjects 
for the whole of one's life." They, too, could only 
conjecture that his enterprises by night as well as 
day left little opportunity for culture — even had he 
possessed the needed aids which they might well 
doubt 

Had they known his capacity for work and the 
acquirement of knowledge they might have hesita- 
ted, always assuming they were not moved by spit© 
through that anonymous billet — ascribed so mis- 
takenly to him. When awaking on a northern 
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summer s morning, where the night just touches 
the hill tops and away, he found his Euclid beside 
him and, first, as a rule, mastered three proposi- 
tions, then a task in Latin and, through that, an- 
other in Greek. His very necessities turned to his 
profit for, having no Greek — English books, he ac- 
quired such an ease and facility in rendering Latin 
into English idiom, that he elicited the admiration 
of students. Li the evening his studies were more 
miscellaneous and, attending at Knockhill, he util- 
ized the long walk in memorizing the paradigms of 
the Greek verbs^-regular, irregular, contracted with 
anything tending to elucidate the original. 

Nor could he in any sense be accused of the 
pride said to belong to the self-taught, for he was 
careful to submit his. work to the most brilliant 
scrutiny — rub it against the most electric heads of 
teachers and professors. Besides — his detractors 
did not penetrate that shy and reserved air of his 
which arose, we assume, from the proud conscious- 
ness of certain qualities he could not reveal to the 
e very-day world. 

What evils, alas, arise from want of directness! 
To the young lady who would benefit a friend un- 
der disguise of another's characters the serpent no 
doubt appeared as an angel of light and wisdom, 
but this, with similar duplicity, gave his bark a 
'shog' that altered forthwith his whole life — devot- 
ed destiny. 

The boat we saw glide from the cove 
And bound over wavelet and surge, 

By snags all coDcealed badly stove 

Whither now her slow course shall he urge? 

To land — or that low, giassy isle 
That Faith scans intrepid — serenef 

Refit and await for a while 

To grasp the seas favoring mien? 
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Yes, yet shall bright Hope trim her sail, 
And Love all divine take the hekn; 

While Courage and Wit use the gale^ 
To glean over Nature's broad realm. 

The snags and the quick sands of time, 
As nearing the soul's living sun 

Shall yield to a safe, bajmy clime 
Where joys shall be ever legun! 




I 
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TRANSITIONS. 

His occupation was not yet gone for while life 
lasted hie was legally schoolmaster at Bladge. But 
with increasing responsibliities he found his means 
wholly inadequate. Yet more, new contingencies 
arose that induced him, through duty to his family, 
to seek employment more remunerative. An epi- 
demic fever — ^that which took off the entire flock 
of CarUsle*s dean — seized also the family of Bur- 
leigh and though the sickness was not unto death 
yet long and sore was the trial. Small pox next — 
fatally ravaged the village and brought his young 
ones low, again providentially, to recover. The 
scare was yet so great the scnool was necessarily 
closed for months. 

This loss of fees and the offer of a situation in a 
vast corporation of the old familiar town of Liver- 
pool induced him to sever the connexion with 
Bladge. It was to him a sad ending of his aspira- 
tions, for teaching was ever a labor of love and he 
had struggled through long years to examplify its 
principles. 

A sense of duty, however, was no mean solace. 

Of course a place with seven years associations 
could not be lightly vacated. Every original seem- 
ed to stand out more distinctly and feelingly — even 
daft Jock had his kindly ties and suggestions. 
There was Geordie, his rival instructor a few 
months, who in difliculties, a big scholar to chas- 
tises would send round to boiTOw the 'cuddy bridlie' 
and juaybe therewith make his sowl spin about the 
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desk like a blue backed flei. Dick Still, the chem- 
ical enthusiast, who invented a salve to prevent 
hair growing; but, alas trying his discovery on his 
leg was feelingly . undeceived — A jolly comrade 
nevertheless. Old Isaac the intractable river 
poacher — "Tell your father," said he to a younker 
as coming from captivity, **I am just from college 
for the 13th time." Strange to tell he was a train- 
ed presbyter and no mean artist. Quaint, stately 
Peter Larum — the village oracle — whose opinion 
of a popular preacher was — "I dinna ca' him a 
minister lying lazying up on his lune that gate." 
Other worthies occurred to him too many to depict. 

No doubt eventfully when the act of reflection 
took place in his mind — looking at himself in the 
light of thought he discovered with the philosopher 
that his life was embosomed in beauty. Behind 
us as we go, all things assume pleasing forms as 
clouds do far off. "Not only,' he continues, "things 
familiar and stale but even the tragic and terrible 
are comely as they take their place in the pictures 
of memory. The river-bank, the bend at the water 
side, the old house, the foolish person however 
neglected in the passing, — have a grace in the past. 
Even the corpse that has lain in the chambers has 
added a solemn ornament to the house. The soul 
will not know eitlier defoimity or pain. If . in the 
hours of clear reason we should speak the severest 
truth we should say that we had never made a sac- 
rifice. In these lioui-s the mind seems so great, 
that nothing can be taken from us that seems 
much. All loss, all pain, is particular; the universe 
remains to the heart unhurt." 

The most hallowed spot in the whole village, 
next to his own and seminary, was that cozy, hum- 
ble cot sacred to friendship. — 
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'Not all regret: the face will shine 

Upon me, while I muse alone; 
And that dear voice I once have known 

Still speaks to ine of me and mine.*' 

Each object as it were reflects a former day 
and his friend's kindly identity. One night as 
together they inspected a daisy botanically his 
friend observed — "Have you noticed that all 
famous English poets from Chaucer have written 
and commented on the daisy?" "No," was the 
response, "but much may be said thereon." "I 
should like to have yours friend Kit," said his 
mentor, and hence remains to this day the mem- 
ento of the occasion in a — 

BOUQUET. 

Old Time once more presents a fresh bouquet. 

Of human outcomes, aspiration, grace — 
To Him whose spirit gives each flower its sway 

Its virtue, color exquisite, and place. 
My offering be to Him as that small flower — 

The daisy that bedecks the verdant mead: 
With petals tipped in heaven's own sunset dower 

And least division yet a whole decreed — 
That aim and act the least love may pervade 

And guai'd from all the energies of sin. 
Just as against the evening's baleful shade 

It folds its leaves with sunshine still within — 
All habitudes and influences pure, 

A print of Him— a world in minature. 

Yet another effusion may be pardoned as 
showing the geniality and humor obtained be- 
tween them. It was produced in a spirit of 
mischief to tease his friend about his landlady's 
handsome daughter, and gave him endless amuse- 
ment 
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ROBBIE WILSON'S BONNY KATIE. 

O Bladge it is the Border's pride. 

In beauty far excelling — 
A gem in setting rich and rare 

'Mong hills so gently swelling. 
But yet 'tis not its mazy baimts, 

Nor streamlets past it stealing 
That now excites my happy lay; 

But just a tender feeling 
For Bobbie Wilson's bonny Katey 

Robbie Wilson's bonny Katey 
Give me but a cozy cot 

And Bobbie Wilson's bonny Katie. 
It is not that her brow is fair, 

Or cheeks the rose beseeming. 
Or lips do mock the scarlet twine, 

Or eyes expression beaming; 
But tis the glow of maiden grace 

Her every art revealing 
That now excites my happy lay 

And wakens tender feeling 
For Robbie Wilson's bonny Katie etc 

The sandal tree exhales perfume 
The more its core is showing 

And where my charming Katey's seen 
She sets all hearts aglowing 

But none shall ken the roving pen 
Would be its lord revealing 

Until he stand in Hymen's band 
And one in every feeling 

With Robbie Wilson's bonny Katie 
Robbie Wilson's bonie Katie 

Give him but a cozy cot - 

And Robbie Wilson's charming Katie. 

Pale Death knocks at the palaces of the rich 
as at the cottages of the poor and he has 
gleaned another actor on our vagor's route-the great 
Lady Dido has been gathered to her fathers^ 
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Already too, his step is oq the threshold of the 
proud Colonel and three days before his depar- 
ture that stalwart form lay supine incapable of 
shame or triumph. 

"What shadows we ai*e and what shadows we 
pursue!" 

While they in charity, went to heaven the 
nearest way ,his was a far other destiny. Lot 
us hope after the tenor of that noble poom by 
Rev. S. W. Duffield. 

LATE TO THE THftONE. 

The royal and loving father 

Has said, "not yet my son! 
You must know how people sorrow; 

How battles are lost and won; 
How the heart and the brain together 

Must labor till all be done." 
And the royal and loving father 

Sent forth the princely lad; 
And he journeyed hither and thither 

He saw both the good and the bad: 
And his heart was grieved at the conflicts 

And sorrows the people had. 
Then late he came to the kingdom, 

A touch of gray in his hair, 
The lines of thought on his forehead 

Humility in his air; 
But when he sat on the dais 

They cried — A king sits there! 

He came to his native country athirst for attain- 
ments classic and sacred, and had succeeded be- 
yond his most sanguine hopes. Doubts and unrest 
had been removed by one glorious draught and 
after all what to this acquirement is any — the 
hardest change in life? What in the way of solace 
can equal that sublime apprehension "all things 
work together for good to him who holls his lore io 
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obedience to the highest love?" It was in forget- 
ting that this love is better than knowledge ^&ad 
dearer than life that mother Eve once "gave the 
world a shog maist ruined a." If he failed to ac- 
quire a desirable position he knew at least he had 
the honor of giving an impetus to the rising gener- 
ation and was appreciated by it — that his work 
would have its due weight in the dear old country 
whose only bulwarks had been— 

"Hearts resolved and handp prepared 
The blessings they enjoyed to guard." 

Thus hope ascendant, he vacated his native soil 
atid, says Emerson, we judge of man's wisdom by 
his hope. 

In such a mood he left bis native strand 

And steamed along the bold, opposing coast 
Of rough and rocky hardy Cumberland 

Where yet his sires had often ruled the roust: 
And even now won by their heft and brand 

A wide domain attests a kindred host — 
Their chief the high and versatile Sir James • 

Where meat brings him ofl&ce.and hard namep. 



Dooa 

EBODQ 
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XX 
DOCK YARD OFFICE. 

Oa one of the southern docks by the river's 
brink, the front overlooking a small slip or cove 
convenient to boats and light craft, stood the struc- 
ture to which we referred adapted to its multifar- 
ious business and requirements 

The enclosed vestibule or yard was sufficient to 
hold at one time over 2000 operatives as per pay 
roll. Crossing this space we enter a hall large 
enough to hold a desk at which are three clerks. 
Off this are passages leading into two large apart- 
ments used as offices in one of which we find the 
superintendent and numerous subordinates — the 
other solely occupied by our friend Christopher, 
revising and copying specifications — inspecting 
charges, or, it may be, computing the quantity of 
lumber used on various gates and sheds. 

His window overlooks the slip in which dance 
the tiny craft with their radiant sails, and, no 
doubt, betimes his thoughts escape across the flow- 
ing tide to Solway's golden sands, his comely 
spouse and youthful borderers. Perhaps other 
ideas are suggested but the rovers must be held in 
check Byron to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
poor clerk manipuluting figures must have will 
enough to bridle his thoughts else woe will soon 
betide him. Nor do we claim for the entire genus 
accountant what Walter Savage Landor implies in 
this proposition — "My thoughts are my compan- 
ions I can bring them together, select them, detain 
them, dismiss them. Imbecille and vicious men 
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cannot do any of these things.'* We fear, we fear 
some can even do so whose minds are set in them 
to do evil. Mr. Landor possibly was never a 
Knight of the Pen. As to clerkly imbecility which 
scientists assume, their ha{) is not worse than 
other devotees. Ability in one direction may be 
not infrequently conjoined with inaptitude for 
other studies but still, generally, the danger is in 
forgetfulness of the scope of the mind. The vaster 
the variiety brought within its grasp the sublimer 
is its elevation and the greater the enlargement of 
spirit, while addiction to one employment reduces 
iand darkens our perception. The amiable Oowper 
tells us of one to whom arithmetic was his god, his 
creed, his decalogue — that the very spaniel at his 
tread slank ofif. 

Circumstances, we admit may constrain men into 
iapparent meanness but they become little only 
from littleness of their chosen pursuits. The new 
order of things was therefore to the exteacher one 
of great interest One and another of these aman- 
uenses — such were the majority — were contantly 
hiappening in to have a chat or critical inspection 
of the rara avis and hence to introduce a few of 
them we have only to stand by his desk and, like 
Pat, take em as they come. 

Ah, Mr. Burleigh, excuse me, perhaps you have 
not forgotten your Latin! Will you translate this 
for me? There, Mr. Flaim, is my rendering— who 
gave it to you? "Holdforth." The speaker is a 
ybimg man has just attained his majority attired 
in black frock coat and Byroliic collar. His stat- 
ure is medium and head surmounted by abundance 
of fiery hair. His face is in*esistibly comic, re- 
minding one of a cassowary from the curve of his 
bill and the angle over which his eye twinkles with 
tvax and humor. You will not be surprised to learn 
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there is one wee iaxxt they whiles lay to him — 
though on the whole a good, clever fellow. His 
mission, we need hardly say, was wholly quizzical. 
A smiling bow of recc^nition com^ ne3tt from tha 
sub-superintendent and successor as passing 
through the apartment. The first distinguidiad. 
through his ups and downs as *dot and carry one' 
— the other by affability, courteous gentl»m«i 
both. 

Now comes grave Trumine on on knowledge bent 
— I fear I intrude, he says. Assured, he submife 
a series of puzzles in French which to his great 
delight are lucidly solved. He is a member of the 
Society of Friends and faultless as to attire. His 
face is elongated and rugged as born to play a part 
and that a sad one. Already he has imparted — "I 
am just as I wish to be, to-day — throughly miser- 
able." And yet like the Memnon, v/hich was said 
to sing when its stoney lips were touched by the 
rising sun, under genial inspiration you would not 
find one in whose conversation was more informa- 
tion or elegance. His hobby is drawing and paintr 
ing in which he has acquired wonderful facility and 
truth — a taste so refined and correct that a visit to 
bis studio is one of Kit's greatest treats. . The next 
comer is also a Friend and, too, no ordinary man. 
A hesitant, retiring manner, conceals a remarkable 
genius for research and application. He is, we 
believe, the discoverer of the only perfect, original, 
Roman Tesselated Pavement. Having run down 
from London to Yorkshire on a visit to an uncle, 
with his consent he set about digging in the gar- 
den for the antiquites and a few feet under ground! 
struck that treasure. He. found many relics be- 
sides of which, with this, he published an account 
with colored iUustratioBR, so costly that the work 
is only seen on the tables of the eclectic wealthy. 
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So sensative was he of criticism that he ran ofif to 
Australia and there remained a few years to avoid 
the critic's gall and recuperate. We have seen 
many favorable comments on his exposition and 
not a single <^ssent, Frequently together they 
eross the Mersey to Egremont Ferry, near which 
resides the antiquarian, and inspect his museum 
with recent additions — the whole a wonderful col- 
lection of antiques, brooches, rings, pins, et caetera, 
to which he is still adding. 

Boyle succeeds well-fed, well-bred, well-read. 

But Brady comes beaming with the spirit of fun 
and mischief. "The top of the marnin to you Mr. 
Burleigh — I'm towld you're one of them — 

That found the beeves that made their broth 
In Scotland and in England both. 

Are you afther a piece of rale Limerick heifer 
now?" 

"I'll be after you in a'minute if you don't moind." 

"And^wilcum, sure a Brady's the wolf* that never 
moind how many sheep there be." "Go along and 
trot after the wan has swallowed all Britain and 
Ireland too be jabers!" 

Bedad I'm off, as the coach wheel said to the 
axletree." 

One more presentation and we pause — Not that 
we cry your tolerance. We claim reverence for 
man as man a principle worthy of all acceptation, 
and are far from coveting the elevation of the man 
of elegant leisure who submits — Recollections of 
famous contemporaries — men whom I, I myself, 
have known. Men of severe ay humble application 
whose every hour represents work, self-denial, 
heroism, are the pillars of social well-being and 
models specially worthy of emulation. . Is there 

*Guelpli or Wolf Is tlie;cognomen of tbe Royal Family. 
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not something pathetic in the aspect of that paint- 
er-artist — or antquarian, chained there to his desk 
utterly ignoring his higheif capacities for the sake 
simply of moral manhood? Does not our judge- 
ment at once endorse the dictum of Cowper — 
"The Christian is the highest style of man?" 
Our old friend of the rapid glance and full chest 
Tom Burleigh approached to ask of his broth<'r's 
■ welfare. PrefeiTed to a responsible position he 
has amply justified the choice and, while naturally 
most unassuming, secured for himself entire gener- 
al confidence. He has a history many might envy 
obscure and chequered as it is. The eldest sou of 
a father desiring his well-being as a pastor he yet 
drifted into business and, too high spirited either 
for cajolery or finesse, thence into manual labor. 
For years a wielder of a heavy hammer in the 
Boiler yard he acquired that rounded form and 
magnificent physique which he is ever prone to use 
generously as abundant instances attest. Only 
anomalous energy could have freed him from the 
many coils into which his disposition lead — one 
instance — An old man cogitating, slow, in a large 
seaport town, walks along a notorious street to 
which a Ijoin many alleys and courts indicative of 
squalor and wretchedness. Something about the 
stranger arrests the attention of the buzzards; but 
scarcely dusk, he saunters on unguardedly, fearless 
of events — no less imminent because of this indif- 
erence. Constables yet absent or 'invisible blues,' 
a huge truculent fellow now strikes down the ad- 
venturer. And the supreme moment has come for 
before an arm or foot can be extended to rob or 
strike, a lithe graceful figure of medium height and 
muscle all compast, strides over the fallen, and 
dares the scowling herd singly to* the venture. 
The bully strikes out as pugli^s only can but,avoid' 
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he receives a blow amidships that doubles him up 
aud lays him prone in the gutter. Another and 
another succeeds until six have withdrawn and then 
qniet and admiration supremely predominate. 
During which the old man, his own father, regains 
his feet. This is no fiction bat an occurrence of 
that town thirty years ago and the aid timely came 
to him — his son and wife in ^search of his where- 
abouts. He was no Diomede or Greek hero to 
boast of his prowess and his only rejoinder to an 
allusion thereto was — "Yes I had a pretty smart 
scrape." 

His life work was otherwise than projected hum- 
anly, yet, after all, who can doubt its mission? He 
grasped the nettle; labor, manfully and became the 
stronger for the ordeal. Twice in one year after 
promotion from the anvil his salary was increased, 
unprecedented in that service; and, after 40 years 
devotion thereto, diem obiit supremum and was 
gathered to his fathers. 

A man he was of rapid glance and thought 

And claimed by Death who loves a shining mark 
For as within— within the spirit wrought — 

His nervy arm gave forth th' electric spark. 
And BO was set bis passions wild at nou^t 

Or used for good upon some British ark: 
And ye who feel the devil in you lurk — 

Up, up forthwith, like Torn, and go to work. 
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TOXTETH. 

A year bad hardly passed before a change was 
desirable through lack of health. The high stool 
and severe application at the desk, from 8 a. m. to 
5 p. m. with ten minutes interval for lunch, were 
decidedly oppressive and suflfering from indigestion 
intense. He was therefore transferred to outside 
employment, timekeeping, on the southern portion 
of the line of docks. His duty besides was to ac- 
count for and distribute the labor of each to its re- 
spective heading — as ^repairing clough-paddles,' 
*dock-gate8,' *sheds,' ^backing up masonry,' etc. 
Some of the workmen began at 5 a. m. and others 
worked until 8 p. m. Besides there were familiar- 
ly the mud-larks — men wlio worked only at ebb- 
tiie shovelling the mud out of the docks into the 
current to preserve the depth necessary for moor- 
age, and this entailed going out and down to the 
scene at all hours night and d.iy. He had no sine- 
cure but it fell right into the tenor of his previous 
long walks and discipline. He had as confereres 
one fine old man from Wales and a young fellow 
countreyman — a genial genius, making labor itself 
light and joyous. 

He was a good facsimile mentally as physically 
of the original Robin and a few stanzav« illustrative 
of this fact may be acceptable. 

IMPHM. 

"Yeve heard boo the deil as he wauchled through Beith 
Wi a wife in ilk oxter and ane in his teeth 
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When some one cried oot — 'will ye tak mine the mornf 
He wagged his auld tail while he cockit his horn 

But only said imphm; that useful word imphm 
Wi sic a big mouthful he couldnot say aye. 

******** 

A lid when a braw wooer 1 courted my Jean, 

Avon's braw lasses the pridfe and the queen, 
When neath my gray plaidie wi heart beating fain 

1 spiered in a whispers if h e'd be my ain 
She blushed and said imphm — that charmin 

[word imphm — 
A thousand times sweeter and better than aye." 

He was found by Kit an untiring friend — greatly 
jsjif ted with the pith of sense and pride of worth. 
His duty too le^ our employee in the line of scenes 
of surpassing interest, as loading and unloading of 
ships with their varied freight, mooring and un- 
mooring, cordage creaking, skippers bawling, gates 
closing with ebbing, or opening with the flowing 
tide; small boats darting here and there conveying 
instructions or possibly hawsers: all and everything 
disposing to life and energy. 

Beyond this busy location a mile or so, on a 
mole abutting on the river, was the yard for boiler 
making and all kinds of smith work. This also 
was included in his route. The way thither was 
picturesque and fascinating, especially on a glow- 
ing summer s day. Toxteth with its narrow streets 
and alleys now behind a vast park or track of rich 
green pasture succeeds, and inclines gently down- 
ward to the beach — tlirough this a diagonal path is 
worn by the workmen's feet on their way to and 
from the foundry. On the other hand the tide 
leaping and disporting tumbles toward you up the 
same easy ascent and, from the cunning cozy den- 
tations it has worn, invites the most fastidious to 
its embrace. 
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Betimes you might see the shining shoulders of 
Toxteths nymphs and then again might have ex- 
claimed with my Lord Alfred — 

"How the sun dehghts 
To glance and shift about her slippery sides 
And rosy knees and supple roundedness, 
And budded bosom pealra!'* 

But, an employee, he could not aflford to revel on 
the lotos, languid shores, and pressed oh whither 
he was bound. At the terminus, say noon, he 
finds a scene grander far, if not more enchanting. 
A score or more workmen lying around leaning on 
elbow with glance intent on one sitting on a smoke- 
stack as on a dais, bible in hand and discoursing on 
some gracious theme. His form is stalwart and 
athletic, in mien and features pleasing and amiable. 
Yellow curling hair adorns his bullet-head and* 
long, Ught eyebrows surmount his sparkling blue 
eyes. His garb is the white round fustian jacket 
and trousers common to those mechanics, a little 
tinctured by ferric rust. 

That young man who seems almost to reverence 
him is his brother, that rugged smith with face so 
pitted by small-pox claims him as his spiritual 
father,and aU pay him a deference that must be seen 
to be appreciated. Not only golden crowned, he is 
golden mouthed and well might ranks with Chrysoe- 
tom. His diction is terse and vernacular, style di- 
rect and lucid and Kit could only behold with 
questioning admiration. Is it from that small 
source he holds in his hand, that he soothes the 
savage breasts of those vulcans? O blessed truth 
Beware of the man with one book! 

The course of time has expunged, the talks ver- 
batim but their style may be at least suggested. 

"I tell you what, men, you may say what you 
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like, but where will you find anything in history to 
match that there account of Christ's rising? To 
the poor girl as washed his feet with her tears and 
was sneered at as the sinner, he first appears to as 
waiting and weeping by his tomb. Her much love 
is rewarded by Himself tenderly asking — "Why 
weepest thou— whom seekest thou?" No more 
call for tears — the call is now to rejoice! And at 
once she catches up the spirit of her duty and runs 
to impart the glad news. Soon after he appears to 
three Marys, about noon to Simon Peter, in the 
afternoon to two of his disciples on a haight miles 
journey to a place they calls Hemmaus, and again 
in the Hevening to all together, ceptin one, shut up 
in a room for fear of the Jews. Div ye see, lads, 
how it all fits in to theere needs? He appears to 
one grieving, others sad, and others distracted by 
fear. He makes it plain to theere senses that his 
power can be present to bless and grant theere 
prayers anywheres in spite of rocks, bolts, or bars." 

But time's up boys! 

Noble John Finney, whether withdrawn from, or 
breathing the vital air, we cast this chaplet to thee 
for at most 

"Poor little life just toddles half-an-hour 
Crowned with a flower or two and then an end." 

DEDUCED. 

Why weep by that once dismal tomb 

No more a recess evil-starred, 
But emblem of garments of joy 

And angels of glory on guard? 
Why stand ye dismayed in the way 

At most but a few rugged miles — 
With one is both able and glad. 

To cheer up and help over the stiles? 
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Why fearful withdraw within bars — 

Of Hope's airy temper bereft — 
The friend you think dead or far oflf 

Is nearer than right hand or left? 
So^near to hearts seeking he gives 

The glow of dear truth only blest 
When spirit with spirit communes 

And doubts are for ever at rest. 

So near he himself is the life — 
The Truth making happy and wise — 

The way leading up Lion's mount — 
Still giving some new glad surprise. 
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TRANSFER. 

After a few months duty at the extreme south he 
was transferred to the central docks with, office on 
Stanley Basin. With the exception of an employee 
always on hand to tidy up, Ught the fire and carry 
reports to and from Head Quarters or wherever re- 
quired, he was the sole occupant. His position 
was now enviable but for three weighty draw- 
backs — long walks, long hours, and a lax method of 
book-keeping. 

With home still near the Dingle, Toxteth Park, 
he had a journey of five miles before he commenc- 
ed his rounds at 6 a. m. and his return was some- 
where about 8 or 9 p. m. while occasionally the 
tide demanding his presence he had to repeat the 
walk in the dull drear night through crime — ^haunt- 
ed streets and lanes. As to the style of record he 
submitted his objections to the superintendent who 
kindly empowered him to take his own way and 
judgment but, as may be readily perceived, its par- 
tial use led sometimes to annoying complications — 
finally the whole led to an issue that was electric,com- 
pletely vindicating Kit's view of the nature of the 
system. . 

We will not c nter into details on account of the 
number affected and the prompt radical change 
thereon; but, it will be transparent, how indefinite 
were statements in general,since, we gather,that for 
over two years the time-keepers of a certain dis- 
trict had drawn wages for fictitious laborers and 
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divided all up among themselves to add to their 
decidedly niggardly salaries. 

That any advantage was taken of the defective 
system he had no suspicion until the denoue- 
ment — the suicide of two, if we have gleaned aright, 
and dismissal of other two with lenity, to avoid 
notoriety — which occurred shortly after his resig- 
nation. He only knew what he regarded as abso- 
lute they — his co-mates — regarded simply as ap- 
proximate — that their sentiments sat as loosely on 
the bust of Truth as Emma's bodice upon hers 

"No longer shall the bodice aptly laced 
From thy f nil bosom to thy slender waist, 

That air of harmony and shape express 
Fine by degrees and beautifully less." 

He was therefore agreeably surprised at the re- 
ceipt of a note apprising him that by calling at No . 
1 May St., he would hear of something to his ad- 
vantage. 

His entrance into early manhood had been there 
in that town and now after a lapse of twelve years 
some kindly remembered him, probably through 
the evenings devoted to the culture of his fellow- 
employees. One of them, now a prosperous em- 
ployer whom we may call Vitty, was allied by mar- 
riage to an Inspector of Schools and to him he had 
commended his old friend and mentor and hence 
the communication. This threw him into a quand- 
ary for the something advantageous was away in 
the northern part of Yorkshire and entailed a week's 
absence from duty. The high ofBcials of the com- 
pany he knew were insanely jealous and perempt- 
ory, assuming their favor the supreme good; and, 
hearing of an application elsewhere would drop 
him remorselessly and what of his brother's inter- 
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ests! Would his withdrawal prejudice his pro- 
gress? 

This was one of those facts in one's private life 
and experience that flashes a light on what grpat 
bodies of men have done, and the crisis of one life 
refers to a national crisis. "We are always," sajs 
Emerson, coming up with the emphatic facts of 
history in our private experience — and verify ng 
them here. All history becomes subjective in 
other words there is px*operly no history; onl/ bio- 
graphy! The Declaration of Independence induced 
sacrifices. He judged were he to resign at once 
and allow time to appoint a substitute, no cause of 
reproach could be had against either — the less so 
as he had already left Head Quarters from the con- 
finement and his only remaining prospect seemed 
protracted timekeeping. Again, for the pursuit 
and communication of knowledge he had under- 
gone numerous privations* and so a return to his 
beloved calling was most gratifying. The result 
was a despatch to Head Quarters with his resigna- 
tion — awaiting a successor. 

Was relieved March *59 — had entered the employ 
March '57. 

His journey to the north wa^ slow but attractive. 
At that time the railway could be used only a short 
distance and the balance must be accomplished by 
various modes of progression — by stage, hired rig, 
proffered lifts, shank,s ponies, with occasional all 
night pauses between. How pleasing was the Eoy- 
al Mail with its caracoUing steeds, gay panels and 
red-coated guard — how musically the notes of the 
tooting horn fell upon his ear attuned to the sym- 

Ehonies of auld langsyne in his first and fairest 
ome! A flourish on the horn alwajs preceded 
their entrance into a village and approaching a ru- 
ral post-oflice. They passed many picturesque 
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hamlets iu bosky dells or on sunny uplands as 
winding around from one to the other by narrow 
defiles dense shades, and limpid brooks. Even the 
coimtry inn with neatly sanded floor, huge oaken 
table, handy ostler and deft, neat barmaid evoked 
his admiration. We cannot do it justice from the 
vagor's meagre records only summarily gather he 
was impressed with the courtesy' and good nature of 
the natives. April had not yet tripped that way 
and waked up her subjects into verdant life, hence 
his conceptions must have been utterly inadequate. 

The end for which he struggled was after aU un- 

attained — As Bums says — "All your hopes may 

come to nought when every nerve is strained." 

The manufacturer to whom he was recommended 
1/^ ished to add lecturing to adult teaching and as he 
was unused to public speaking forbore to engage 
him. Kit was no parasite or sycophant. He had 
at request asked for the situation and asking for 
anything, says Landor, is the highest price we can 
pay for it. "To solicit even a vote is as unworthy 
an action as to soKcit a place in a will." He was 
yet courteously entertain ed and compensated so 
far as time went, but the immeiiiate consequences 
were irreparable. Notwithstanding his open and 
unselfish course his return was the signal for excite- 
ment and reprobation. 

The superintend^^nt had been pleased with his 
insight and decided stand at first and placed his 
name high on the list for preferment, so, chagrined, 
at seeing his good intentions traversed, he turned 
upon ihe brother and demanded whether he, too, 
intended to follow the deserter. Employes as em- 
ployer drenched him with reproaches and he was 
reminded of the remark of a Border Clerical friend, 
"I never turned a conier but I got a blow in the 
face." 
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Bat the unkindest cut of all was in his father's 
house. There he was dubbed school — mad and 
dismissed to share peradventiire the fate of the 
hapless caniue that unwittingly furnished the saw — 
"better hang a dog than give it an ill name." "A 
g' od quaker," sic Dr. Gurry, "who was especially 
averse to violence and bloodshed, had a dog that 
he wished to be rid of and so he pushed him out 
into the street saying as he did so — "I will not kill 
thee but I will give the^ a bad name' — aijd then he 
shouted aloud mad dog — mad dog— and so set the 
whole town on his track to destroy him. After- 
wards when it was ascertained that the dog was 
not mad it was too late to reverse the wrong done." 
He was not greatly surprised at this treatment as 
the old Borderer his father was almost as innocent 
of book love as Hawk-eye himself who had never 
been within three days march of a speller. Long 
in business for which he had a special aptitude he 
concluded to leave commercial employment, for a 
scholastic pursuit was sheer folly — that he was his 
son's greatest enemy who condoned or befriended 
him in such an ambition. The author of these 
lines he would have set down as an imbecille. 

"O for a booke and a shadie nooke 

Eyther in-a-door or out 
With the green leaves whispering overhede, 

Or the streete cryes all about, 
. Where I may reade all at my ease 

Both of the new and oide; 
For a jollie good booke whereon to looke 

Is better to me than golde!" 

That a spirit of the greatest size and divinest 
mettle was needed to run through the subsequent 
months we may well assert; for whatever moralists 
may fay as to virtue alone conferring happiness 
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the essayist finds rather that virtue all by itself im- 
plies misery — "that he who acts for others as for 
himself meets with more opposites and opponents 
than any other — meets with more whose interests 
and views cross his and where animosities are ex- 
cited against him npt only by the phantom of in- 
terest but by envy." 

An uncle, esteemed a millionaire, lived only a 
few streets remote but, for all his interest the fami- 
ly's might have been the fate of the canines. He 
had now a partner with five ohve plants to be 
housed and alimented and hence found himself in a 
duplicate Valley Forge or as another Burleigh said 
"in a pretty smart scrape." 

- Well for him, who in such a case has a mind free 
from self -corroding, a heart at leisure from itself to 
soothe and sympathize, and, also, a helpful intre- 
pid helpmeet with undoubting devotion. Thrse 
gifts happily were his and though for a few months 
he belonged to the last of the two great classes of 
society — that having more appetites than dinners — 
he rose from his b^ of adversity strengthened in 
nerve and sharpened in skill, as nature from her 
bath of storms at random ravag'3 reappears to 
smile but the balmier and nobler. Under a classic 
appetite his strain as rambUng might be highly 
subjective 

Does the sky ever bend 

And its energy 'spend 
Heedless of prayer? 

Choicest of fruits arise 
Sacred to longing eyes 

On deserts drear! 

Darkling, one viewless arm 

Fosters them — shields from harm 
Why not my flowei's? 
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Back of feeling and wit 
Spring up issues for Kit 
Light as dark hours . 

His but to tnist and dare. 

Colors most bright and tare , 

Come in the shade. '., 

O, the dear art the while 
Felt in that tender smile 

All undismayed! 

Home then though spent with care 

Pocket as larder bare — 
Sweet after pain 

Comes the chaste joy of grief 
With the ripe golden sheaf 

Dowering heart, brain. 

"""^ 
Home through the bustling street 

Music in thought and feet 
Fearless of ill— 

Times impending deft sled 
Knocks all foes on the head 

Love leaving still. 





4^ 
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MANCHESTER. 

It has been observed that life's changes may be 
only great moral advantages to us, pushing us on 
to higher points of character than we could other- 
wise reach — even panting that they are occasioned 
by the wrongs that rob, or sting, or betray us We 
are put to sea in the changeable that we may reach 
the unchangeable, which is only a true version of 
the immortal. We are always trying to get above 
mutation and the true explanation is that every 
moral nature has belongings to a state that is really 
above all change. There must be surprises, som- 
sets, unreliabilities, else we shall be only losing all 
the benefits of living by rooting our selves down 
into the crevices of things as trees in the cleft of 
rocks. If, then. Kit was taken off his feet and 
crowded to the wall he saw no cause of whimpei^- 
ing or complaining, in fact he bore his fate with 
such equanimity that friends as foes were perplex- 
ed. It happened one night that, on a visit to his 
paternal home, he was kindly asked to partake of 
some refreshment which he cheerily declined a^ his 
chickens and their dam were probably at that hour 
without a crumb of comfort. As little possibly did 
the facts of tjie case strike the elder's mind, and 
what were the younger's thoughts, as plodding on 
through the dieary streets pertain to the History 
of ObUvion. But it seems as if at that time an 
angel was bid to fly very quickly to withdiraw the 
old man from his goings and seal instruction with 
the Biw^p of death. To his dying parent ere Jj^ 
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was afoot Kit was summoned on the morrow aud a 
physician's services were secured; . but despite of 
human efforts he expired before the dawn of an- 
other day. Besides himself were present two sons 
and one daughter. Yeti htvbfie more cherished the 
memory of a worthy, parent.,,-,,,, , ,,w 

'wt /cd'tTheftilit fcli0,ts(tonp0.l6t!ab6.DPitttei ; :;.| .n 

l.-,Ho,Knv..?»J|.N«WTfbp|t'sresi9tit.", ,, , .i,,;.', .,,„, 

'■i^he '^ir<iitife'' lipw ■'^^^eU'advlaiiced'icxeWr^ibn^'W'^ 

stW' ■ &d" UndV^^^'.i^' ^rdei-' w,hicli' hy titihz^d'i^lhW 
rfsiiii.Miit,' W "MtUatiBii, gt^Miiy in xi^:i ' 'Th'^'iiltii^ ' 




^I'lffat 'fi:\ ' 'i^equegtiC^ fin in'tervie-e^^ "ijEi'lllRtictes- '• 
ter' a(i a fi^itkm^ day and hour— ji^tfnSumiiiati'Oa',' 
d^vo^itjy' 't(:.,'be' '^isiim arid reali^^d' a^ hnd^f^',' ' ^ '' 
H'4.''toe|a.>*ith 'funds biibVigli to carry'him tq a'' 
sfetion-'Mtliiii'' abbiit 'l2 fnileg'of 'hl^'dek^n.tioii ' 
leq:Yih'^''4f6 'o;r' 50 t6 'the^bufHoibe'of liis corillanes"' 
in' whicK' h^' Khd' lid smdllCoiifidfeb^c^.i' Harassed" 

■■ ■ Pha'dM^iiilMr' 

;ed'ag!aliiyt,w'eak-' 
iidwfelVWaJ'it'f6ii'l 
m^'^uto'lVortYf&r.'fta^' 
8'Wiisfeo5h'riut!;to'* 

^If 'arrivar So neaf 

io'f,hi8i;i6oWd''a'' 

rey^nue box \fith 
estndns.dne hal|-|' 
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gods what better could they wish than this unfold- 
itit?' fol*' 'tl.at item VdM ]\ihi theii' caned' the ^oW 
of Pfiradise!'' -' ' '; ■•: '' = '"' ' ■' ' '■■ ■ "' = '* 

Thd thMght of 'fiJiilui-e here wa« ihibearablel "T^e 
pWlled'himself together with a iSillp of'liiS'g^y staff 
ahd ' niarch^^d on "with the -^ir of a Patri^ck'Henry/ 
not deigning to notice the impost, thinking' tfe 
wMl^— l-If ihis tnkke me h^r tnajesty'i bbii^iide r<A)- 
het' l^'t ller'liiake the most of it. = Taken pfobabiy^ 
for' d yearly contractor h^ passed un^hallen^dd and' 
went! Oil' hU AVayScbt-ffee.; Did' the Recording' 
Ali^i blot out thd pfotis'fraxldivith 'a tear dh^ytix- i 
pathy? ■;•■' ^".,';"^ 

;!He^*Obti' reh,6iied thie'In^pectbr*s aliode tod tad 
a 'shmt" desultory intel^view; ' Thfere "ivUs hbt ev6h* 
th^ fbrmality ' detailed i6 BllLkbbrfny, Submitted' 
here; foi- the ^lk of it. "A candiAlttel ilel^Vbus at the'; 
thotigiit of ai ordt?^kl befbi^e the clergy seciitdd tlio^ 
sympathy of the incumbent's wife, who, in tiirii,' 
won. I : the i aympathsy o! all. concerned and thus i their 
representative..:. - .- > ..:.< - i "i- : -.A 

Arithmetic, said he. *Hbw laany clre ©aiid 4? 
' i. " Ten ito be Sum; thafc will do for thai;. « ' ' 

Hifetory J Who ^ gave the ki^g the db^t 'prafetical 
lesson^ ''Gtebrije Bucllanari; right agaio.* * 

Geoghl'^hy: ' ' WhiKh' ^is* thb ' I^r^esl tbMi iri^ the 
world? AVhy, Bi^ghf' df ' 'bbiirfee. ' I loiidbi's ' k' big 
., .a ];. , h.Mttq)yn,.l^i^1i5J3iigga|-'s.piggi^r^, j,,:.! ,11 
,,;^hpip^tii<?§i . ; i\*(h^tri^,a.^ijnpleiqqu£vtion? „;^^j 
■•j,, ,.; ..,^. ^...pa^dibalf-^Hlc^W,, ,.,.,,-• !•...-..{} ,..>' 

i,, < . ..; , . 1 ■', ,ov-(5HwUyi.t^ ;-,.,,....!.• ., I 

j'Xrm^ht'^i f^Tl niJbilQ nijjil ^t?i Jta.timQ Tveihadi 

J, , , ,.. .; ^,,.., . , ^om^thi^i^i,, ... :,. ,1 V . . ,\ 

{!Geneij,al,,Know|le<,lge, , What's ,th<? b^t.phangefof,, 

a(.?YWi^4 Jf;t^Wi^ ,,Hill .aiii, X^r.aiivl>vay$ wal^eft, 

, ,. : .,* : , him hiU-^rioU^. . ;u;o . ^ l l * . u 
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Literature. What did John Gilpin's wife say fo 
him and what did he reply? "The dinner waits 

and we are tired." Says Gilpin — "So am I." 

As to the result of the conference the Inspecto r 
was reticent only stating he would hear from him 
again. 

In temporary quarters himself, the hour 11 a. m. 
and a famous railroad between the termini, he lit- 
tle surmised the state of Kit's corporeity — that he 
had yet nearly 40 miles to get over on the inflation 
principle — to try whether a merry heart would go 
all the day. 

Cheerily, however, avoiding the memorable 
bridge, he started on his arduous way and, in brief, 
leg-wearied about 10 p. m. reached home and was 
amply repaid for all privations — no joke we may in- 
fer since he had not repleted on a stretch of fifty 
miles. 

''Look! how he laughs and stretches out bis arms 
And opens wide his blue ejes upon thine 
To hail his father: while his little form 
Flutters as winged with joy — Talk not of pain! 
The childless cherubs well might envy thee 
The pleasures of a parent! Bless him 
As yet he hath no words to thank thee, but 
His heart will, and thine own too." 

He had not long to wait for the fruits of his 
journey. A letter was received from a clergyman 
on the east coast submitting a few questions in ref- 
erence to a situation, which, answered satisfactorilj', 
he was appointed to the office of Head Master of 
the British and Foreign Schools, Waddle, Bottil, 
Essex. The origin of this Society may be interest- 
ing — A youth, Joseph Lancaster, the son of a sol- 
dier in the foot guards, residing in Borough Boad, 
moved by compassion for the ignorance of the poor 
pbildr^n arouod, obtains a room from bis fotber to 
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open school, exerts all his energies to get it fftted 
up, and then throws wide the door for general in- 
struction. The Duke of Bedford gave an early and 
cordial assistance and in 1805 royalty itself deigne I 
to smile on the labors of the schoolmaster. He .ce 
sprung the society which in 1813 designated itself 
the Institution for promoting the Biitish or Lan 
casterian System for the education of the lal)orin;i; 
classes of society of every religious persuasion. 
Lancaster died in 1838. 
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ous apthor that it a gf:^fit^ thjrig .tori xt^^f ,as{ j^eg^cjL^ , 
the iuterest and right ordpyiiig j9;t\difj^j^ i;%t \y^a 
made into chapters, after the manner of the Cdlen- 
der, and not after that tedious kind of way some- 
times found in a book that goes on to its end with- 
out headiugs, transitions or resting-places. As 
much as night enlarges our knowledge of the uni- 
verse, sleep enlarges the knowledge we get of our- 
selves. And then what a wonderful benefit we 
derive from the seasons, especially when most pro- 
nounced? Wh'^, asks Dr. Bashnell, that under- 
stands the moral efficacy of climates would under- 
take to form a Scotch people or New England peo- 
ple, as to the sense i)f piindiples^ in either Central 
America or Jamaica? Ajii jufet as seasons incline 
to habits of reflection and exhibit nature in its 
baldness, so changes in fortune operate in friend- 
ship's circumference. In winter we behold the 
trees of the forest in their pure anatomy, curtained 
by no garniture of leaves, and stretching their bare, 
stiflf limbs to the sky. So in adversity the amenit- 
ies and courtesies of life fall off and we often dis- 
cover they have disguised and concealed twists, 
knots, and infestations answering to the venom 
bags, bills, fangs, stings, and claws of insects. 

In our wanderer's horizon he found few ever- 
greens, but these offered a retreat from the fiercest 
pressure and now supplies, for the transition over- 
land from the west to the east coast Chief of 
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thies© iwa$ , bis qld friopd Xitty — thrq\igh aJl.thqse 
moatha I hi$ . y^swerviug .confidwfc, . If p^ya,tiqna , 
were .i^ndur^d they were incurred frqm, t]i£|,t spirit, , 
oi independence sq n^ftiye to .that rq^ce beyou^.t^h^i 
Tlweei And uoyr, knQwing the deina^nds uppn h^, 
friend toward the transportation of somafiy so far, , 
he ' proiaaptly ; proffered his services ^p, a^way, tli^ | 
moat gratifying. i ,, ; 

; A irank, . genial soul he, wag, mo^t agreealpile of . 
comipaaiioas. One who loved life. anql^undej^ftood; 
its . uses» From a .golden ; temper ^ike a,1] fill hqur^ . 
and' s*tedfast,as an, azichoi:. Npf/was ^isppjftnqr/ 
behind ini gracious virtues and christiau nojbleness, ; 
whili© .personally , the jsiRiilitude of JTruth — syinine- . 
twial, ' modestT— cultured an4 attraptiye. The rei i 
spite ithns obtained f ropj Qverwheli[nii^g anxiefiy >yas.; 
almost nullified by. one, of Fortu?io'^ unacc?oixntabl9 
fileaks. =•.'.•■ . , ,'. ..:•..,; 

tOne^ day m waikipg with a Jittle boy ,in ta, P.ui;)jl^c,. 
Park be iwas nofiiiy run against by a li)p.^ket.pJti9.e;^., 
tobi I eoBtaining . a, lady : and a gipntlen^an. ^lo had i 
noti ; recognized thewbju' 
yoiung. ari&tocrat ^apparent] 

up .the cijinicle. After ISQ] , 

dially , inyited hipa ,tQ qa I 

aitrahged; for , another . W t 

havio (the pleasm;e of f.i]¥iU \ 

atd, thus /obviating alien 

meant. His- failure at il ^ 

yetiiuneKplained .cause e ., 

meat which cpuld only be part iaUy remedied before., 
setting out. But Mr. North, his, old and bqyhoo(J's, 
friend, was an employee on the route and to him he 
wquld appeal. IJe was found in ^ rathei^ comnaod- ■ 
iouiS refuge, for a shanjty not far jfropa St. Helens;. 
but; now not as at first iutrpduced in beautiful Par- ! 
adise-^-strQng and solid — he also, has been a yicijipi ^ 
oIlFortmie's c^pricesi.. , ; ' ; ; . ; » , ,: ] 
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Though still possessed of a Scottish heart of gold 
it is carried around on a limb of stout old English 
oak and of him it might be truly said — "though 
Fortune sore upon him laid his heart she ever 
missed it." As if prescient of their position and 
in sport to charm the children's eyes, he piled up 
bright sovereigns to a foot high probably, and then 
bade the mother help herself to all she wanted — 
she accepted 50, or dollars 250 nearly, until salary 
was due and fo, for once, like Jamie Graham's 
singing, Hope proved "better than expectation." 
Ah, how many from her friends have struck the 
Devil's beatitude — "expect nothing" — and so sunk 
helpless into the arms of Giant Despair! Even to 
the youngest, with a young maiden attendant who 
went as aid to her sister, engaged to instruct the 
girls partially afternoons, the spirits of all were en- 
viable as they passed on their way. That they had 
a *high, old time' one incident illustrative of Border 
character will show. On a stoppage at Rugby 
Peggy, the young girl attendant, with ayotmglrish 
girl went into a restaurant for refreshments* After 
partaking of the viands she put down a coin consid- 
erably over that required acd the waiter or proprie- 
tor withdrew for change. Before his reappearance 
the bell rang *all aboard' and afraid of getting left 
they were put in a flutter. Hesitating but a mom- 
ent Peggie emptied into the comer of her shawl 
what she considered money's worth of dainties and 
retired br'skly, springing with much glee after her 
companion into the nearest car. The j( ke soon 
went round and if not *chkes and ale' cakes and 
merriment all the way to Lonnon. The metropolis 
bad been long envt loped in darkness before they 
rea( hed the station and their course, now north- 
east, was by a line famous fiom the expeiience ota 
fellow palatinate which we gladly transcribe from 
g]bAw*« J^jjtoh^r Alm^mck fox the hm of it W 
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is related by the son-in-law of old Mark Ford on 
his weddmg night in the way of chaffing his assum- 
ing *parient/ "Aye, he con mak a mistake as weel 
as onybody," said Ned to the others, who were 
highly amused at old Mark's vagaries." "Did yo 
ever yer abeaut th* mistake ut he made when him 
an' me went up to London on the chep trip last 
yer?" None having heard, he was called upon to 
relate it. "Well," he said, we'd bin theer abeaut 
three days when somebody read i'th papper abeaut 
a gentleman at Chelmsford, in Essex, giviQ a theou- 
sand peaund for a keaw ut had bin painted by 
Rosa, Bonheur; so he said he'd goo to Chelmsford, 
as it worno' far fro London, an' try to get a look at 
that keaw. So he went to th' railway station an' 
book't to th' place. We hadno' gone far afore we 
stopp't at a statioD, an' a couple o' chaps run along- 
side the train sheautin *01d Ford! Old Ford!' as 
hard as they could. Mark jump't up an' said — 
'Yer thee! heaw dun they know ut I'lh here? An 
he bobbed his yed through th' window an sheauted 
to one on 'em. Th' chap coom to th' carriage aja' 
said Old Ford here? 'Aye, I'm here,' said Mart. 
*Get eaut then,' th' railway chap said. What mun 
I get eaut for? ax't Mark; *01d Ford, sir,' said the 
chap. *Well, what o' that?' ax't Mark 'Where 
for, sir?' ax't another chap wi' silver buttons on his 
coat comin' up. 'Chelmsford,' I said. 'AH right' 
he said, an' he slamm'd the' dur to an' blowed a 
whistle, an away we went again. Mark wore growl- 
in' like a hauve — fed mastiflf dog when we coom to 
another stop, an' a fellow bawled eaut, close to eaar 
window. 'Drat Ford! Drat Ford!' 'An' drat thee, 
theau jack a-dandy,' Mark said, makkin a grab at 
the' dur. 'Want to get out here?' ax't another chap. 
'If I do get eaut I'll gi' that chap a lacit jacket,' 
M^rk said; 'III teach him to insult strangers.' 
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*What*s this, Jones? ax't tli' chap wi' th' silver but- 
tons, %ave you insulted this gentleman?* *Not I — 
never spoke a word to him,' Jones said. Why, 
theau lyin scamp! said Mark. *Come, come, no 
bad language, 'said silver buttons, 'I see how it is — 
you're drunk. Go on Jack! And then he blew his 
whistle, an' we're off again. Th' next stoppage we 
made a chap coom to th' window an' said *I11 Ford! 
Ill Ford!' *Aye, Mark said,' an' theaud be ill if 
theanu bin treated like me. But I'st ha' to grin 
an' abide it, I reckon. An he poo'd a bottle eaut 
of his pocket ut had abeaut a noggin o' brandy in 
it, an' took a sope. *That chap con see it ut I'm 
put abeaut,' he said 'an' he's reet, too, for I begin 
to feel ill,' an' he took a sope mooar o' th' brandy. 
Th' noggin didno' last lung, for just as we'r stoppin 
at the next station he'r drainin the last drop, an' 
just as he took the bottle fro his lips a chap sheaut- 
ed in at th' window *Eum Ford! Eum Ford!' 'What 
the dule is "it to thee whether it's rum or not?' 
Mark sheauted. 'Doest think ut I've come o th ' 
road fro Lankesher to be gammoned by a set o ' 
railroad monkeys?' An he said he'd ride no fur- 
ther, but swore he'd walk every foot o' th' road, if 
it were a hundert mile, afore he'd put up wi' sich 
chaffin as he,d gone through. An he'd ha gett'n 
eaut wheear he wor if a gentleman i' th' carriage 
hadno said to him, 'Isn't your name Ford?' 'It is, 
that,' Mark said, 'han yo, owt to say again it? 
'Oh, no,' th' gentleman said, only you've been the 
victim of a great mistake Oldford, Dratford, Hford, 
and Rumford are simply the names of the four 
stations you've passed through, and the men have 
only been doing their daily duty, whilst your imag- 
ination has led you astray. An Mark dino' say an- 
other word for the next hauve heaur." Without 
further adventure they reached the railway termiu-r 
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ns and thence their future location by omnibus, 
verging midnight. His correspondent was roused 
up and, the previous incumbent i-till in possession 
of the residence, they were directed to an inn kept 
by a cousin of the chief trustee. After a slight re- 
past he and his were so )ti laid along, oblivioas of 
change and the surroundings into which they would 
expectantly awake. 

SLEEP. 

Blest routine of night in the soul 

Than darkness more true and more \vi«!e, 
Unbiassed by orbit or jx^lo 

Thou graspest all flesh in thy tide: 
That man from his bath of sweet sleep 

Should joe and arise like the sun, 
The path of high duty still keep 

Though clouds charged with denlh over- 
• [run. 

Yes, forward — with day's rounded pauj^e 

A respite from care you shall find — 
The power that surveys act and cause 

Is ever supreme to be kind. 
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ROUTINE. 

With tbe mom arose the new incuiubeut hope- 
ful aLcl alive to the njagical variety of nature's 
cLaiiDS. 

*'The landlord loonjed of gknt frame ai d pace, 
His beard was black, and manly was his fac ', 

His steeley eyes oveihung with shaggy hair 
He looked a lion with a human slaie." 

His strength was such he could without difficul- 
ty' carry under each arm a load an ordinary man 
could hardly support on his back. His name was 
1 h'ms and to his inn was subjoined a grocery store. 
The landlady was to him what Diffidence was to 
Despair — an appropriate countei-pait. Large port- 
ly, not uncomely, though with a rather cadav< rons 
ccmplexion and chetks of vulgar gjain. Before 
her foilorn unbending look Hope fled abashed and 
energy fell prone — To parody the poet Campbell 
we may ask: 

"O can the noble mind for ever brood, 
The willing victim of a weary mood — 

On heartless carts that squander life away 
And make life's charms to hateful bile a 

[prey?" 

Three scions completed the family — apart from a 
blind young lady of remarkable grace and abil- 
ity. 

Much to his dissatisfaction and pecuniary loss 
through mismanagement of trustees, two weeks 
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elapsed before he entered the scholastic residence 
and assumed his duties. 

The house — a commodious brick structure, wa=i 
a'tached to the school, a rec*^angalar straw-thatched 
building capable of seating nearly a hundred pu- 
pils. It was situated near the summit of a gentle 
eminence and the crossing of two highways at right 
angles in one of the loveliest pastoral coiintie-i of 
England. The playground lay alongside that tarn- 
pike e?wtending south and north — on the south past 
the cozy hamlet of Waddle Bottil and over a lazy 
mead— bordered canal; on the north it wound 
around a smooth hedge-fenced highway,f rom which 
branched diagonal glades, approaching Nedbury 
Park, which contained monarch oaks and m my ob- 
jects of interest, besides a Bishop's palace. At 
intorvfils rustic stiles invited to rove on daisied 
walks that led to one of the largest, most inviting 
commons under the open canopy. The naturalist 
might there find illustrations of many forms and 
colors from the modest violet to the flaring furzo, 
as seated on his grassy throne amid an upheaval of 
varied beauty. The western arm of the crossroad 
extended past rather pretentious dwellings tenant- 
ed by an old spinster, the rector, and an admiral — 
along groves, farm-houses, churches, through a pic- 
turesque village on t > the capital of the county. 
The eastern arm extended to a small seaport 
through a large village and past many a free, fair 
home. The chief local attraction for tourists and 
holiday seekers was the Bodney on this arm, and 
just behind the school. Not so large as the *com- 
mon' it was more bold and romantic by means of 
dingle alleygreen and boskey dell. 

"And oh! that deep romantic chasm which slanted 
Down a green hill athwart a boskey cover! 
A savage place! as holy and enchanted 
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As e*er beneath a waning moon was haunted 
By woman wailing for her demon lover!" 

Coleridge could not have struck it better had it 
been the scene of his daily walks and closest neigh- 
borhood. 

In early spring primroses and violets nestled be- 
neath the well kept hedgerows, and later, a profu- 
sion of *wild roses' and honeysuckle interlaced and 
adorned them. Interspersed were daisies, foxgloves, 
wild hyacinths, slenderstemmed blue-bells and, by 
a little wimpling brook, grew a profusion of cow- 
slips, tigerlilies, rushes, and ferns — of wonderful 
grace and variety. 

The school had an eadowment for 30 pupils 
males and females equally or approximately accord- 
ing to circumstances, for whom was provided uni- 
form clothing respectively. Others were admitted 
by payment of a small fee. It was conducted on 
the mixed principle, only, afternoons, the girls 
were withdrawn to a large apartment for needle- 
work. With one exception the duties to one ac- 
customed to organize aad induct, large numbers 
were not onerous. To enthuse scholars without a 
notion of home tasks or the worth of mental attain- 
ments was no slight undertaking. At that time be 
it remembered there was no parochial school — ^no 
system of State education at all general. Few of 
their parents could read or write and even the aris- 
tocracy of the place seemed indiflferent to such an 
acquirement on their part. Said in effect, the Head 
trusteefto Kit one day, as riding casually with him, 
<*There, you see that neat, pretty cottage on your 
left — it belongs to an old man that w^orked for my 
f ither and now works for me. He knows nothing 
of book-learning and yet he is comfortable. His 
son pretty well educated thought himself too good 
for this k eality — went up to London, failed, re- 
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turned home, and is now a burden to his father. 
I don't see what learning does to any in their posi- 
tion except to make them discontented." What 
wonder, even apart from a physical cause, that this 
district was called the Boeotia of England? 

With reference to our meaning a& to a physical 
cause we quote Littell for AprU, 1886 — "Those," 
says the writer of an article therein, "who examine 
Lancashire schools are struck by the difference be- 
tween the sharpness of the boys in the east Lan- 
cashire hill coimtry and the sluggishness of those 
who dwell on the flats along the coast between 
Liverpool and Morecambe." 

The most exacting day was Sunday — to him a 
day of severe unrest. Besides his duties as Super- 
intendent of the Sunday School, he oveilooked the 
scholars at both services as also in the interim; 
for, as a rural church, ib was too secludied for home 
going in the recess. His success was soon assured 
and, through the pastor,a divinity student was secured 
as assistant and boarder with a view to enter college. 
Eural walks, pastimes, studies excepted, this sea- 
son was uneventful; but so well was the youth 
grounded and disciplined a year was struck off 
his curriculum, showing a little nonsense now and 
then was in more ways than one beneficial Af- 
ter leading the scholars into the Eodhey, teacher 
and student entered with no little zest into their 
own sports and hence this memento commemor- 
ating a surprise in one of those contests at the 
bottom of the chasm already indicated. A bevy 
of young ladies, one of whom the students ad- 
mired, suddenly appeared on its summit delight- 
fully carpeted with a soft, thick sward and occas- 
ioned the following chaffing effusion designated; 
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ALICE MOEELL. ^ 

1. 

Dan Mentor and Robertson leap on yon mound, 
Dan Mentor the leaping bar clears with a bound, 
Three tim^s with eclat goes young Robertson o'er 
But alas for his life he can do bo no more 
O Robertson? Robertson, ware of the spell 
This is cast in the glance of sweet xUice Morell. 

A brand burning bright only scorches when nigh, 
Not so the arch glance of a blue laughing eye — 
Quick darting and fatal it strikes with love's art 
And kindles and lightens far into the heart. 
O Robertson, Robertson sad is the spell 
That is cast in the glance of sweet Alice Morell. 

3. 

No more like the pricket unthinking and free 
With lithe, active grace, will you bound o'er the lee; 
But brushing the grass with a step sad and slow 
The wild dingle seek with yet more savage woe 
O Robertson, Robertson cruel the spell 
That is cast in the glance of sweet Alice Morell. 

4. 

O no, master mine, I will not know defeat 
Love's spirit was but adding wings to my feet 
As coming events cast their shadows before^ — 
Clear, ijlear of the bar and I'll teach you to soai! 
O Robertson, Robertson strong is the spell 
That is cast in the glance of sweet Alice Morell. 

5. 

Hurrah he has won and the graces reward 
Devotion so marked with a smile of regard. 
While Mentor exclaims with a mirth moving sigh, 
What cannot youth do under love's beaming eye? 
O Robertson, Robertson bright is the spell 
^Tbat is cast in the glance of Bweet Alice MorelL 
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REVERSES. 

Next in interest to this event was a visit to his 
schools by a Borough Road Inspector. He was in 
perfect accord with Kit's methods and, knowing 
the locaUty, was unstinted in expressions of admir- 
ation. 

But to tax his energy and good nature over and 
besides his stated duties, two prayer meetings 
weekly were held in the schoolroom, and, ostensibly 
under the pastor's and daughter s previson, evening 
classes, at which he gave his services gratis. 

Only Saturdays were thus at his disposal and 
usually Ihey were periods of singular enjoyment, 
implying a long varied, and romantic walk to the 
county library — the use of which he was careful to 
seize in order to keep abreast of cturent literature. 
There were four ways by which he might reach 
this emporium of which one only has been indicat- 
ed. The main road made with that indicated the side 
of a pair of callipers two short cuts intervening — 
one having a village to the right, the other one to 
the left. That going diagonally through a large 
fallow field or deer-park containing many herds; a 
noble mansion and beautiful lake, over which went 
the aquatic and his double, suggesting these lines. 

"The deer across the green sward bound 

In shade and sunny gleam 
The swan glides onward with the grace 

Of some rejoicing stream." 
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This short cut was through fragrant Janes, eL 
wide avenue of elms with gratefiil shade; a soft, 
mossy footpath over a large mead, gay with yellow 
peggles — and a silvery stream discoursing love to 
the winding, emerald shores, The rustic bridge 
and entire meadow behind we pass cottages embow- 
ered in roses and honeysuckle, windmills, flowery 
leas with pilfering bees, and, in the words of the 
inspired Cockney — *the cows and bulls aquietly 
taking their bellyfuUs.* He might in this case 
have added the colt, calf and lamb — all things 
worth a dam. It is hardfy possible to conceive a 
route more happily bucolic. 

This was the favorite path as presenting least 
chance for interruption and the best opportunity 
to discipline the thoughts that worked within him. 
His prominent position from its many aspects was 
no sinecure, and with new conditions sprung new 
complications that weighed on his goings out and 
comings in. 

His unwise retention at the inn, remittance due 
for the extensive removal, family sickness and con- 
tingencies conspired to embarass him amidst a 
populace so isolated as to retain its distinctive 
peculiarities. Of the best it might be said without 
much uncharitableness — 

"A moralist perchance appears 

Indigenous to this rough sod, 
And he has neither eyes nor ears 

Himself his world and his own god. 
One to whose smooth-rubbed soul can cling 

Nor form nor feeling great nor small — 
A reasoning, self sufficent thing. 

An intellectual all in all!" 

A glance at some of the native lions will illus- 
trate future events. The trustee. Rev. T. Le Bom, 
was a man in the prime of life mental and physical, 
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the scion of his predecessor, the aged and semi- 
centennial incubent of the denominational village 
church, interested chiefly with the endowed schol- 
ars. Of somewhat heterodox or Pharasaic views as 
to the time and form of baptism he was yet, pro- 
fanely speaking, by the grace of the trustees, pastor 
of Waddle Bottel congregational is ts. 

His Hugenot descent and high principle were 
stiikingly suggested by form and feature. The 
premise given, the correct inference must follow with 
that flashing glance as sound the !^troke, but results 
from premises outside the limits of his conscious- 
ness were too rashly scanned and, himself the mar- 
tyr of an idea, he was capable of an unfair and 
unwise severity that would shame an inquisitor. 

The Head Trustee was more ways than one a 
man of mark. The Lord of the mauor, ,of almost 
unlimited resources, an appetite and ponderosity 
remarkably responsive, while locally his influence 
was supreme, suggested at times the lines of Dr. 
Holmes. — 

The fat man answered *shut your moulh and 
hear the genuine creed. The true essentials of a 
feast are only fun and feed. And yet he had one 
lamentable peculiarity — was haunted by a hobgob- 
lin, the fear of comiug to want. 'Should I do that,' 
he V ould say, 'were that so and so I would come to 
the Union sure.' Everything colored by this pas- 
sion rendered him hard and ungenerous in spite of 
many good qualities. 

Of the unlettered peasantry many were fine spec- 
imens of manhood. Just knowing their bible true, 
their faith, like fear in the pievious case, colored 
their surroundings, but it is the glamor of the 
setting sun wl ich glorifies our dull earth and 
charges commonest realities with beauties unsus- 
pected. This it is which makes even adversity the 
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good man's shining scene. Their abundant life 
could not be hid, and, though often shown in the 
most ludicrous way to the mere critic, w^as highly 
acceptable to the heart-sore wayfarer in life's low 
v.ale. 

An old deacon in a promiscuous address told his 
hearers that the s^ate of the wicked was a wanton 
state — he meant wanting, unsatisfied, and so excit- 
ed some joking; but after all, so full and apt w^as he, 
few could have given a ta^k more profitable or tak- 
ing. Thus he began one of his Sunday School 
a Idresses — *Here is a poor old sinner wantin' to 
goo to 'eaven — 'ow is 'e to git thar?' After many 
suggestions had been thrown out by the scholars 
he took them up ser a4m aiud kept (yes and mouths 
open during the period without a seeming efl'ort on 
his part or any signs of weariness on theirs. 
Another riTstic declared he prayed always best oflF 
a pint of beer — nor was his sincerity therefor to be 
questioned. Beer in that locality was given as 
part of the laborer's hire and obvia'ed the carriage 
of tea, coffee, or other beverages to the fields in 
which they were at woik. In 1661 history informs 
us that the justices at Chelinsford fixed the wages 
of the Essex laborer at 6 shillings a week in wiuter, 
and 7 in summer — the Lighest remuneration give n 
in the kingdom. At this period eight or nine were 
the equivalents with half a gallon of beer daily. 

The exhibition of those things they had known 
and handled of the word of life came as natural to 
them as breathing, though such demonstrations in 
the adjoining country, under a system of education 
acd bible-training, would have been regarded as 
presumption and hypocritical. How divinely here- 
at looms the injunction — 'Judge not and ye shall 
not be judged." The gospel comes not in iron clad 
rules and formula but encourages friends of publi- 
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cans and dinners — malefactors, to u^e for their ben- 
efit their divei-sities of gifts under the one glorious 
cmon — 'Love is the fulfiliug of the law.' For in- 
stance ^the many ways in which differing tempera- 
ments receive and evidence good tidings is plain to 
the most obtuse, and well st t forth by South and 
Bacon two of the most gifted and exalted of mortals 
— 'Joy* says South, Svas then a masculine and a 
severe thing; the recreation of the judgement, the 
jubilee of reason. It did not run out in voice or 
indecent eruptions bub filled the soul as God does 
the universe silently and Without noise.' 

'Joy,' says Bacon, 'causeth a cheeifulnejrs and 
vigor in the eyes; singing, leaping, dancing, and 
sometimes tears; all these are the effects of the 
dilatation and c ming foith of the spirits into 
the outward parts. — That, partially represents the 
? elf contained, yet pei fervid northern — this, the 
effusive unlettered southern, but who shall decide 
the measure of their relative acceptablity? Ah me, 
what woe s to man have come through bigotry and 
a nanow ritual.' 

The course of our licnmbeut hitherto, as we have 
seen, has been clear though perturbed betimes by 
boulders, but now, on a sudden, he finds himself 
whelmed in rapids almost as bewildering and arbit- 
rary as those which elicit the world's wonder — 
having him not to lose all the benefits of living by 
rooting down into the crevices of things in Waddle 
Bottil. Through self-respect he vas pn mpt to 
return a donation by the ]uustor to whom he had 
frankly avowed his disappointment at the unex- 
pect(d low amount in fefs — constrained to this 
course by an unwarranted criticism and offensive 
comments on retj en chment. A mortal offense to 
his reverence as it reflected on the ground he 
choose to adopt. 'You, forsooth,' was his vain re- 
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tort. Bat he uuwittiugly had sttuck granite — the 
pride of wo I th that refused to strike to a clerical 
coat. Had the pastor only an instant sympatheti- 
cally considered the case he m ght have reached a 
better temper and judgement. Their own want of 
preparedness yet sha'ply urged arrival gave the 
first occasion of complaint, yet this and his even ng 
tuiton apart, he had not only superintended the 
Sunday school, overlooked the scholars during both 
services, but, supervised them in the interim, and 
tlius given to their interest the whole sacred day 
away from his own home — hence felt it imperative 
to reject anything irregular. Expecting nothing, he 
would not disparage his hi^h standing by accepting 
an unfair acknowledgement. The preacher's next 
move was in perfect accord with this little part— he 
announced to Kit by letter without wherefore that 
his name as evil was struck olf the membership. 
Inneudos and attacks came later as it were ac- 
cidentally. If not directly possible, then indirectly 
through nationality. Strong meanwhile in the 
sense of right all those methods affected their ob- 
ject no more than sound or fury,siguifyiDg nothinjj, 
and finally he gave no sign. AVe heard once of a 
minister who came to a certain \ arish as a candi- 
date inr the pastorate. He casually remarked to 
some bjst nders — 'It is demp, bad morning — 
but these simjDle words cost him the office. 
'We canua have him for a minister,* the ru^tics 
said, *he swears.' They underst jod him dem'd^ for 
damp. A cause as ludicrous cou'd have been the 
only ostensible reason for our hearer's untimely 
cutting off. In a hard debate with the giant fore- 
named he used the word beggar — At once it was 
caught up, and sneering, his detractor withdrew as 
he uttered the un wan anted taunt — *'Youre a nice 
church member!" 'Woe to him,' sajs the prophet, 
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'that mates a mau an oiFender for a word, and turn- 
eth the righteous aside for a thing of nought/ 
Another snag in those rapids was a politic city 
merchant who visited that locality periodically. 
He had known our old Liverpool magnate and 
relative — was, he affirmed, much beholden to him 
and hence profuse in service. In short against 
unaccountable prejudice a small account was in- 
curred. 

All smiles until now, he became as hateful as he 
could legally — would but for inability have slain 
the slain, and everything seemed to conspire for 
him. The young relative who had so miserably 
failed Kit at the 11th. hour, entering into business 
afterwards had not only failed unfortunately but 
criminally to a large amount, involving his father 
wrongfully. The result being his flight from the 
country, profile and history prominent in the Illus- 
trated London News. Careful to spread the con- 
nexion akmg with the fact the trader also sued in 
public court for the small sum, eight dollars nearly, 
due only only rightfully at the term. Now for 
once Kit got mad and run up on contempt of court, 
how in his homeward journey he lit upon a man 
just bruised and robbed, how he ptfrsued the ma- 
rauders and his scores were settled, had perhaps 
better be cast into oblivion -enough that he came out 
of all so that his position as Head Master of the 
B. and F. schools an^l Sunday school Superintend- 
ent was unaffected. 

The pressure of circumstances now awhile relaxed. 

Instead of two domestic helps necessary, as his 
dame taught part of the day and had been a great 
sufferer, her own energy and supervision sufficed. 

But this calm proved Uke one of those little islets 
near where the Niagara sinks in tumults — arouLd 
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which the headloug waters msh so as to prevent 
exit and finally lure to their embrace. 

A widowed sister with two small boys in her 
reverses sought an asylum temporally — the inten 
tion being to place them under his tuiton and her- 
self engage in some employment for which educa- 
tion adapted her. But who has not at times 
proved. 

Hope to be fortune's cheating lottery 

Where fcr one prize a hundred blanks there be? 

Before she secured an appointment the chief 
trustee asked for her removal — averring that a non- 
compliance might have seri »us consequences and, 
of course, his request or rather demand was promp- 
tly refused. Probably this course was from regard 
to the teacher, knowing the fight of afflictions 
whence he had just emerged; but the latter felt 
bound to stand by one who had befriended him 
when a tyro in teaching, and so he calmly awaited 
the issue. 

It came to the ears unapt, more startling than 
the flash and roar of the rushing cataract. One 
evening in July 18 — just about dusk, it passed 
from one to another with bated breath and awe 
struck mien — "Jerry's dead, died in the Union! 
hoist on his own petard! Who would have thought 
it? This Lord of the Manor and doubly great man 
having gone to a Board meeting, had been fatally 
seized as stepping into his chariot and carried into 
an outhouse to end his hopes and fears on a heap 
of straw. Peace to his ashes — what other torment 
would his greatest enemy prefer to that ever lasting 
intensified fear of coming to want — to a Union? Is 
this reflfx, ruling passioa or that inordinate idea of 
whatever kind, the scourge may lacerate souls for 
ever? That as it may, we are made meanwhile not 
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only to be, but to move — a new chapter was ^ anted 
for the trustees and so of the teacher; better let us 
hope for both. *How intolerable, says one, our 
condition would be, glued fast in a motionless posi- 
tion and compelled to simply stay! To have made 
a bad endorsement and lost one's means by it is 
better a great deal than to have the fixity of a 
stone. 

Not without regret did he contemplate i emoval 
from the beautiful hamlet and its ienants who had 
ever been to him and his uniformly kind, and such 
their unaffected confidence, candidates to fill the 
endowed complement were never awanting — a con- 
dition peculiar to his incumbency. 

After 5 years residence among them he made a 
settlement with the trustees or rather their execut- 
ive and withdrew. 

To scenes renewed where Caesar's^togs were new. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

New Troy, London, the Devil's Drawing Room! 
Any one will fitly designate the site to which we 
consigned our pilgrims and and now look for those 
outward transitions that shape the soul- history — 
setting it onward, feeling, fancy, hope, with all the 
myrmidon powers that play the phases of exper- 
ience. The Warwickshire lad so fall of gumption, 
could readily eliminate thence all shapes and 
shades of character and tricks of nationaUty — even 
a gallery of humanity cosmopolitan. We will find 
there as he has outlined them — 

"The truly valiant that can wisely suffer 

The worst that man can breathe, and make his wrongs 

His outsides, to wear them like his raiment carelessly , 

And ne'er p;*efer his injuries to his heart 

To bring it into danger." 

as well as he 
"whose basfi, ignoble mind 
Can mou t no higher than a bird can soar." 

The late arrivals we find possessed of the upper 
room of a large, commodious house in Argyle 
Square. They comprise with their guests just a 
baker s dozen, the oldest — a sweet lovely girl of 
fourteen — the only recipient of an inc3me, through 
services in a book store. Of course this item was 
iasignificant against the united requirements, and 
intensely *vagor* set himself to do the city in any 
way, blameless in order to secure a competency 
either by head or hand. William Cullen Bryant 
represents him pretty accurately in these lines — 
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1 Let me move slowly through the street ' 

Filled with an ever shifting train, 
Amid the sound of steps that beat 

The murmuring walks like autumn rain. 

2 How fast the flitting figures come! 

The mild, the fierce, the stoney fa^e — 
Some bright with thoughtless smiles, and some 
Where secret tears have left their trace. 

3 They pass to toil, to sirife, to rest — 

To halls in which the feast is spread; 
To chambers where the funeral guests 
In silence sits beside the dead. 

4 Each where his tasks or pleasures call 

They pass and heed each other not — 
There is who heeds, who holds them all 
In his large love and broundless thought. 

His hear I y concurrence with the concluding sen- 
timent withheld him from despair. As 1 e traver- 
sed the labyrinth of streets and bore the buffets of 
. cold suspicion, query, suggestions and other indig- 
nities, he heard the charmer charming never so 
wisely — often most bewitchingly in the Strand as 
catching a glimpse of the Bridge of Sighs. *Life,' 
sang the Siren, 'with its anguish and horrors and 
eiTors — away with it all.' Fear only life and not 
death! It was too much for Otway, Chatterton and 
hosts of master hpirits, single-handed — even the 
giant Johnson in happier times burst into tears at 
the rememberaDce of his suffering, and you! you, to 
whom a dozen are tagged shouting bread, bread, 
daddy! Have you no pity on those to whom you 
are but an obstruction? Come, come to oblivion 
as a glorious oblation! To these allurements and 
wiles he offered only action, h'gher bearing as the 
only way to make sorrow light; and often thence 
came gleams of sunshine. 

One day fiDding himself in Keg^ nt Street in view 
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of the Emporium of her Majesty's Publisher and 
Bookseller he stepped modestly in and asked for 
employment. The magnate himself received him 
and scanned his testimonals with an unfinished M. 
S. Returning them he stated that he was just 
then in need of a porter but he could not for a 
moment entertain the idea of placing him in that 
position — it would be out of all keeping with his 
attainments. In Kits mood at that time this hum- 
ble oflice was more desirable than the wreath of 
literary excellence — O what joy to have dark Care 
and Grief expelled from his hearth for good! but 
the proprietor was inexorable. He assured our 
hero something better would soon turn up and al- 
most forced on him a sovereign for pleasure receiv- 
ed — when succesfulhe might return it but in no 
wise to feel himself indebted. It would be diflicult 
to describe the effect of this occurrerce on the poor 
fellows soul-history. He felt there was a manly 
dependence as well as a manly independence, and, 
leave to toil becomingly, would have drawn forth 
tears of unalloyed joy; for he had no false notions 
of work as degi-ading. — For their sakes, would have 
glorified any employment. But,af ter al],the boon was 
a ray from God's own throne, it was heaven itself, 
and his eyes were brighter for this streak of sun- - 
shine. Joe left his solitary corner, Jim his gym- 
nastics, and Will forgot to pucker — a miracle in its 
way; for, so admirable was the set of his mouth a 
severe and unexpected blow failed to stop the in- 
cessant whistle. — The girls no h ss were full of glea 
Ah, the charming prospect of a glorious feed! It 
lakes Coleridge to depict it — "My whole being," he. 
says, "was with eyes closed to every object of 
present sense — to fancy myself in Eobinson 
Crusoe's island, finding a mountain of plum cake, 
eating a room for myself, and then eating it into 
the shape of chairs and tables." And their grand- 
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est visions were about to be realized! 

Happily to, this wa=3 bat the foreraaaer of other 
flashes of prosperity. — The widowed sister found 
employm8nt,and himself soon after a friend through 
whom he had many kindnesses direct and indirect. 
He was a handsome young Highlander and worthy 
their proverbial constancy. At length he secured 
a term as Classical Master in a Grammar School — 
Hertfordshire. The remuneration wjis small but it 
was Hobson's choice and he was spoiling for want 
of a tussle with something. This implied a resi- 
dence in the country twenty miles away but it fav- 
ored his studies and he Jc >uld yet visit his home 
fortnightly. 

Besides his classes in Latin and Greek, he had 
one in Euclid, and another in English history re- 
markably coinciding with the place and circum- 
stance described, being a record of the times of 
Charles 1st. and 2nd. and consequently including 
the Eye House Plot. The Eye House stood at the 
further side of a bridge over the river Lea, adjoin- 
ing grounds beautifully and artistically designed 
and, to them, over a flowery mead, for fun and 
exercise, scampered the pupils bi-weekly under 
charge of two of the teachers — of whom there were 
four, besides 2 principals. The plot we need hard- 
ly say takes its name from this House. Armed 
men were to be stationed therein to attack the 
guards who were to escort Charles and James from 
Newmarket to London. The landlord himself was 
a staunch Eepublican and thus commemmorated 
by Macaulay "Eichard Eumbold," he says, "had 
held a commission in Cromwell's own regiment, 
had guarded the scaffold before the Banquetting 
House on the day of the great execution, had 
fought at Dunbar and Worcester and had always 
shewn in the highest degree the qualities wbicl^ 
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distinguished the invincible army in which he serv- 
ed." He had taken to the trade of a malster after 
the troops were disbanded but failed to restrain 
fiery enthusiasm political and religious. Finally 
he died as the Christian dieth, on the scaffold along 
with the Great Argyle. 

We will not narate the routine of school, though 
in its way admirable, and to this was added an 
effective drill on the play-ground by a veteran ser- 
ge, nt. Sunday they were marched to service 
morning and evening under the charge of two 
teachers. Nor after all imder too strict surveilance 
as the spirit of mischief often seemed irrepressible. 
With a master in the van and another in the rear 
the youths, 80 in number or thereabouts, found 
means occasionally to play the devil and break 
things. The shop windows of a certain candy- 
vender obnoxious to the boys were frequently dam- 
aged in the strait street, on a dark night, despite 
all the vigilance and foresight of the teachers. 
Their dormitories were in a cottage over against 
the residence of tha principals and these were in 
charge of the teachers, two alternately on duty. 
The pupils at rest, jokes went round and friendly 
chat, as also discussions far-reaching, for, as it 
chanced, they were men of different national ties 
and large experience. 

The music and German teacher was a Prussian — 
the French teacher a Frank — the English and math, 
ematical a native — the Classical a Scot and hence 
there was no little banter and speaking the truth 
playfully — '*We pumped the pullets," said Heir 
Fischer refferring to the needle gun, "into the 
shtomacks of the Austrians." 

The pupils examination — the Oxford Middle 
Class — was most gratifying and Vagor's classical 
fame was fully established. 
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BARNSBURY CASTLE. 

The first engagement in London was under the 
Committee for the election of John Stuart Mill as 
M. P. for Westminster. It was a time of much ex- 
citement politically and over-hours came frequently 
in order so that remuneration was good. He had 
also the good fortune to ba retained in the office 
many months after the ostensible object was at- 
tained. Finally suspended under the promise of 
reinstatement in busier times. 

These came not opportunely but somersets, sur- 
prises and unrehabilities to give the highest bene- 
fit of living claimed by the philosopher. All ef- 
forts to obtain employmant elsewhere failing and 
the case urgent, he submitted his piglit partially to 
one of the firm and on the morrow the answer 
came in two representatives. Sickness imperative 
and responsibility overwhelming they proffered to 
appoint him secretary's assistant of a near institute 
into which they would be received with best con- 
sideration until health was re-established and, on a 
consultation the ordeal was accepted. Severe in- 
deed it was but well it is that in every true wom- 
an's heart is a spark of heavenly fire which warms 
and blazes in the dark hours of adversity. 

On the whole he had reason to adopt this beau- 
tiful apostrophe — 

O, all preparing Providence divine! 
In thy large book what secrets are enrolled! 
What sundry helps doth thygreat power assign 
To prop the course which thou intend'st to holdl 
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Long before this, Mr. Keen of Hoddam Cast'e 
had pi offered the Governorship of such an institute 
to him at a generous salary, which he yet declined 
from distrust of his own powers, and, too, from a 
fastidious spirit, a delicacy that eats up proper 
sympathy for degraded, despised, imfortunate suf- 
fers; and now he inscrutably had been led to this 
step by which he would learn more of the spirit of 
Hin;i who did so many unrespectable things — as 
touching blind eyes and diseased hands— ard therer 
by have his usefulness increased. 

The promise given him was literally fulfilled in 
that he worked in the oflSce and had fiee leave of 
exit, but otherwise he was feelingly initiated ii^to 
the ways and workings of the establishment. He 
sa^ prostrated, fettered humanity, and found yet 
Josiepbs in ward — God's own image though stamp- 
ed on roughUoy. Let us cross that quadrangle 
a|i(J enter the great halL There, seated and group- 
ed around the walls according to tastes and predilr 
ections, fiw^e male specimens of varied manhood, 
Ah, there, you have beside the bench a group of 
uncommon interest — let us examine them severally. 
He ojf the stove-pipe hat, contracted cheeks, and 
bandy l^^j ®ver oxi the move comprising latitude 
a§ yi^U longitude in his progress, as if his limbs in 
ti-OAsitu \^ere being cast around on opposing wrest-= 
ler^ is Jack Barusbury, the quondamn owi^er of th^ 
gpm^d oyer which he strides — a privileged person. 
By what means he arrived just there would be lopgj 
to tell and sad to trace. Too fidgetty to pause for 
a moment he is yet earnestly attending to the de- 
bate there progressing. That other piomenader of 
a decidedly placid aspect and meek demeanor, in- 
terjecting a word now and again as he walks back- 
^^rd and forward with hatds clasped behind, is an 
olddecajed merchfut He who is chief speaker 
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sits staff in hand with one limb apparently paraly- 
zed. But saw you ever such meaning, eloquent 
features? the transparent blood seems to think! 
His words are charged with electric patbos and 
you are at once assimilated. Alas, exposure many 
nights together on Hounslow Heath has done its 
work, and you feel that his days are numbered! 
There, beside him, is a man no less remarkable, a 
))hysician and traveler, spent six years in a Univer- 
sity at Bonu, Germany. Gifted with a fine physi- 
que it is unfortunately negatived by the use of opi- 
um—acquired through some grievous affliction. 
If we decipher our M S rightly he lost his bride by 
death the very eve on which was appointed their 
marriage and never regained his equipoise. A 
young man just convalescing from a fever and in- 
tently listenin«j to the discussion completes the as- 
semblage — adding a breezy element as he is a sea- 
man cast adrift from his sickness. The question 
agitating them is, whether it is feasible for one in 
their state of dependence to regain his position? 
and Ihe pessimist doctor is in order. No, sir, let 
him who enters here leave hope behind. This is 
the shadow of society, death to all it embraces. 
Have but the reputation of bad luck — o( a ne'er 
do-well-and the world turns coldly away collectively 
and individually. It cannot bear the self-assertion 
of one it has betrayed and labelled incubus. Do 
you remember those words of Richard Second? 

"O that I were as great 
As is my grief, or lesser than my name! 
Or that I could forget what I have been! 
Or ftot remember what I must be now! 
Such is the feeling now possesses me." 

''Strength to bear it, strength to bear it," inserts 
the old merchant, pausing in his monotonous 
tramp. 
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"Nonsense' ejects he of ihe crippled limb and 
magnetic mien, *the rule is defeat before victory — 
from a prison to a palace. We have to know our 
native force before we begin to regard the sum- 
mit — repentance, a right understanding must ever 
precede rest and victory. From defeat the Bom- 
aius learned to conquer and who now pray are the 
world's idols? Joseph, the jail-bird; Homer, the 
Wind, Greek vagabond; Dante, the banished bard; 
Shakespeare, the tramp; Johnson, the penurious — 
too poor and shabby for good society and forced to 
walk the stieets, unable to pay a night's lodging; 
Ijainb, the Blue Coat Charity boy, and, superior 
yet, Coleridge a fellow pupil. What of De Quincy, 
who for more than sixteen weeks was a prey to 
himger the bitterest that a man can suffer and sur- 
vive, sleeping in the open air and subsisting on 
charity, yet, later, smuggling a gift of £100 to 
Coleridge? Who ever regards these facts as dero- 
gatory of their high reputation? But who now is 
the cynosure of all eyes, plebeian or patrician? the 
almshouse girl of Stockhom, Jenny Lind! The 
fact is — 

"By how much unexpected by so much 

We must awake endeavor for defense; 

For courage mounteth with occasion. 

And even that which mischief meant most harm 

Shall in the happy tr'al prove most glory." 

The debate over. Jack gives a wide sweep with 
his right leg, a corresponding shake of his coat- 
flaps, and promenades oflf. The merchant with 
downcast glance and hands still claspc4 behind 
mutters — strength to bear it — strength to bear it — 
and continues his disconsolate round. The sailor 
sits erect with eyes of shining speculation, the doc- 
tor's air is eloquent of introspection, and tb© 
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maimed hero apparently is pursuing a train of 
thouglit of absorbing interest. 

The dormitory was above and resembled a hos- 
pital ward in size and arrangement. The hap of 
Kit was to neighbor the doctor and a sympathy 
soon obtained though normally as discordant as tire 
and water. A native of Somerset, the latter, like 
Dr. Johnson, was an honest hater; yet a few days 
intercourse obliterated all traces of national anti- 
pathy and the stately physician would seik oppor- 
tunities for kindly offices, even to blacking the 
shoes of his hereditary foe. His gifts wrre of a 
high order, but under* the strain they could not 
brokenly Hve on, "and hence he soon removed to 
that place to which Idugs and great men seldom 
aspire. The depressing air of such an 
institute may be gathered from an anec- 
dote. One day, conversing playfully with the sail- 
or indicated, Vagor asked him to listen to a parody 
on the Burial of Sir John Moore and with his as- 
sent read — ■ 

Now a cough is heard, now a wretched moan 
Ab I He in the night sadly thinking; 

Now a patient his mind ill at ease babbles on 
O'er the fate that his spirit is drinking. 

The sheen of the mcon streaming brilliantly o'er 
His breast, heaving quick with pain's billow, 

Mothinks is an emblem of fancies of yore 

When his hea d pressed a white, downy pillow. 

Ah bright were his dreams when young blood in 

[his veins 

Boldly proffered to him life and treasure — 
That iron-bound couch id arks the sum of his gaiup 

Their extent is that moonshine j measure! 

Before he could read further the excitable tar 
boimded up and exclaimed — ''My God, and its all 
true!" 
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Tl e frmilj's healih re- established and nobly sec- 
onded by his spouse, after the tenor of agreement 
he left ihis asylum to which he had given his en- 
tire services find threw himself and his upon the 
fatherhood of god. Had you, dear reader, on a 
certain day in '65 passed over Islington Green you 
would have seen on a bench, over against Sam Col- 
lins' Music Hall, our vagabond, his partner and 
octave of youngsters as directly under the provi- 
dence of God as a family of sparrows. But, as 
every portion of the matter we tread beneath our 
feet, however insignificant as an object of sense, 
piopogates its influence through all space, and id 
felt in the remotest regions of the universe, so be- 
} ond all our insight the inspiration of the Almighty 
givelh man lipht, and hope, and understanding. 
Our waifs cogitations we omit, but his hopes and 
their fulfillment may be happily submitted — 



Come, courage a little my own: — 
The spirit that qrickens your feet 
Hns made through theit* pressure alone 
The circuit of forces complete- 



Their master, omnipotent, God, 
Is mustering some to your aid — 
As sens fled aj)art at his rod 
Even here shall a pathway be made. 



Through clamor and hurry and fret 
His voice shall be heard— never ferr 
So watch like a spry martinet 
For angels of grace to appear. 
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4. 

"Yours, all yours, that is pleasant," says one, 
As seating himself — "Cjme to me 
You bright, laughing rogue! You like Fun, 
Now tell me what's this on my knee." 

5. 

"A deat, big, white penny." "Well siid, 
Now take it and run your swjei way 
And daily as here I parade 
May X fiad you as lively and g ly." 



O, forces of nature and heart, 
A like you His glory proclaim 
Who thus speaks his presence by art 
Beyond human thought, skill or aim. 
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JEWISH COLLEGE AND METROPOLITAN 
HOSPITAL. 

The epitvocle of the white peniy concluded the 
'iitrodnction to Ufe in London. A n> mean ordecal 
of the faith and resources of the soul. And strange 
to say the old doubting sceptical condition of mind 
on entering manhood had not re-appeared. Feel- 
iiig. hope,expec':ation, had been only reinforced and 
directed. Says John Fletcher: 

Affliction when I know it, is but this: 
A deep alloy, whe eby man tougher is 
To bear the hammer; and the deeper st)l), 
We still arise more imnge of his will. 

The incident related euable 1 them to secure a 
shelter protem, and on tha morrow he Fallied out 
Kind Providenc3 his guide. Walking past a 
church in HoUoway he recalled its denomination 
and pastor — the quondam tutor of debating mem- 
ory, his heels kicking against the improvised teat. 

He called on this old acquaintance and was de- 
lighted to hear of a speculative vacancy in the 
gift of a friend of his, which the pa- tor believed 
lie could secure for him as a start. In brief in a 
few days Vagor was insta'led teacher of a sectar- 
ian schoolin a street off Piecadilly. In the nature 
of an experiment, this lasted half a year; but to 
a short interval of inaction followed an appoint- 
ment in a Hebrew college as classical master, or, 
more exactly Latin professor; for if we remember 
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right, two things were forbidden the ancient Jews — 
the keeping of swine and teaching their child- 
ren Greek. At all events its grand conceptions 
and revelations seemed repulsive to the Semitic 
mind. In passing, we may yet observe that life 
in its entirety among the peculiar, people was a 
subject of special attention and interest to him, 
though we will not pause to transcribe his de- 
ductions and conclusions. This engagment im- 
plying a residence with the principal a visit 
home was possible only at term or national fast. 
One such occasion induced a long engagment 
elsewhere. A friend informed hiin that a vacancy 
in the portership of Kings College Hospital had 
occured and judged he might secure it and so 
have a permanent place and residence at hoine. 
He was at once put on trial and a week there- 
after regularly appointed by the Board of Direc-^ 
tors. The wages were small but sure and a 
yearly uniform supplied. He would thus at all 
events get out of the scrape of keeping up prof- 
essorial dignity and running into the 'shabby re- 
spectable/ while he would at least secure a 
livelihood. 

The Jewish principal remonstrated, first send- 
ing a messenger, then his son, and finally a 
tempting proposal by letter — amounting to near- 
ly twelve shillings American for each lesson in 
Latin. But all failed to move him from what he 
considered family duties. 

The hours were now from 6:30 a. m. to 8 p. m. 
and two Sundays out of three on duty — meaning 
for him, residing in the suburbs, occupation from 
early four to late ten; but agile and observaait 
he rather enjoyed a walk of ten or a dozen miles 
through the vast metropolis. 

At first his duties were receiving out-patients, 
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placing them in order and, after their different 
a Iments, assigning them to their respective phy- 
sicans — out of receiving hours, to find a place for 
everything and put everything in its place, as 
far as pertained to his jurisdiction; for there 
were five besides himself, each having his pecul- 
iar round of duty. 

Soon after his appointment, was added the 
task of keeping a register of all applicants v^^iih 
their addresses, avocations, diseases, and provid- 
ing them with letters to their appropriate doc- 
tors. Here his classical knowledge came happily 
in and he was really blessed with a sense of 
contentment such that he would hardly have ex- 
changed this office for any otljer. 

A casual incident soon changed this spirit of 
complacency though npt affecting materially the 
usual routine. The operating attendant whose 
duty it was, Wednesdays and Saturdays, to con- 
vey the ward patients into the theatre, arrange 
the surgical instruments, and assist the surgeon, 
was one day absent and Christopher simimoned 
to the dreaded task. He, imfortunately for his 
own case, succeeded so well that ever after no 
other was tolerated while he was around. An 
assistant was often necessary on account of the 
patient's helplesness. Thus he came in contact 
with nearly all the ills that flesh is heir too and 
also many famous knights of the scalpel and 
lancet. The cause of this preference was, to him 
chiefly affected, a great mystery, for he recogniz- 
ed in himself no special aptitude for this divine 
employ, but probably, un\^ eeting to himself, the 
glory of assimilation in the Master's own practices, 
spake in eye and touch. 

Exclusively a borderer, cradled among exiles and 
emigrants of the sister conntrieSy an English citi- 
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zen of the largest seaport extant, teacher, school- 
master, clerk, Latin proffessor to pupils Jew and 
Gentile, and from many lands as Egypt, Russia, 
Hungary, and France-besides other vocations-he was 
esteemed a fellow countryman by many who might 
be called aliens in race, religion and language. ^ As 
it may, he found no reprieve from his onerous 
duties and it might be instructive to many, inter* 
esting to all to learn something of Hospital litera- 
ture, uses, and management 

Hospitals so far as we know were not established 
till the introduction of Christianity though many 
things seemed to point in this direction. Even in 
the days of Solon it was considered a duty incum- 
bent on the government to provide for soldiers in- 
capable of further service. Pisistratus, after this 
example made an^order that those who had lost 
any of their limbs in war should be maintained at 
the pubUc expense, and diseased people were often 
carried to the temple of Aesculapius to wait there 
for a cure, but no preparations were made for their 
reception. 

Such an institution arises from the genius of 
Christianity which regards man as man irrespective 
of rank or condition. In the words of its gracious 
founder as given by Luke — the beloved physician: 
"If ye do good to them which do good to you what 
thanks have ye? for sinners also do even the same. 
Love ye your enemies, do good and lend, hoping 
for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, 
and ye shall be the children of the highest: for he 
is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.'* In 
accordance with this mandate we read that no pass- 
port save need was wanted to admit the patient — 
Heathens and Christians alike were tended and 
cared for. One of the first houses for the recep- 
tion of indigent sick was built at Home by Fabiola, 
a Roman lady of the 5th centujcy. In Persia, in 
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the 7th century, it is said that sDiiie Nestorian 
priests had an hospital adjacent to their monastery 
together with an institute or school for young phy- 
sicians who, under certain prescribed rule>i, were 
allowed to visit the sick. 

Kunning parallel with this we find Foundling 
hospitals at Triers in Germany in the (Jth century 
in the next century at Anjou in France, and about 
787 at Milan, Italy. Zimmerman says that as early 
a^ the year 461 there was a house at Jerusalem for 
the care of such monks as became insane. Alexis 
Comnenus founded an Orphan house at Constantin- 
ople at the end of the 11th century. Salmasius 
thinks Field hospitals or Flying hospitals were of 
origin earlier than the 6th century, because of in- 
scriptions and the appelations medicus cohortis, 
medicus legionis. In 1437 mention is made of 
physicians and surgeons of sick-houses belonging 
to the Order of Templars. The hospital for sol- 
diers at Chelsea was begun by Charles 2nd in 1682, 
carried on by James 2nd and completed by Will- 
iam 3rd. Beckman claims that the oldest and larg- 
est of the hospitals for invalids existing hi present is 
the Hotel des Invalids at Paris erected in 1670. But 
a writer in the Sunday Magazine says St. Bartholo- 
mew was originally founded in 1102 by Rahere the 
court minstrel or jester of King Henry the 1st. 
He imagined that he had a vision of St. Bartholo- 
mew who pointed out to him the exact locality of 
the future hospital, and he labored at the building 
with his own hands and in the fool's motley to at- 
tract children and the common people, winning 
them by his wit and songs to bring him stones and 
share his toil. In 1872 it contained 676 beds and, 
besides 6000 patients — admitted every year, there 
were more than 10,000 out-patients. Admission is 
gained by the presentation of a petition signed by 
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a governor and, of a number of patients who apply 
the worst cases have the preference. Accidents 
and very severe cases are admitted at any time and 
out-patients do not require a commendation. 

The same rules we believe hold in most hospitals. 

It is perhaps impossible to define correctly the 
uses of this form of philanthropy. It has been a 
source of inspiration to science, of enlightment to 
physicans — both by the acquirments of his day 
and his own experience — and above all of blessing 
to the recipients themselves. The name itself has 
a kindly origin-^-hospes, a guest — and sollie think 
that at first it was simply a place of entertaiument 
for visitors or strangers. Beckman, a. Professor of 
Economy in the University of Gottingon, tells us 
that the Scots had hospitsJs in France for the use 
of their countrymen who, on their pilgrijcnage to 
Rome might be desirous of passing through that 
country. Many of them being Qv^r^kqii by sick- 
ness inight iaduce a ichange. pi , n;ie.9'ning ■ for the 
term and hence indicate' an , ftsjluni; fox^ • .the sick, 
and ailing. Al leai^t its oi:i^;g[ rig- p?!^iPS to the 
spirit indicated. * , ,^1)-A:-s.^j: 

As an. inspiration to science it led onei to inves- 
tigate the order whicTi the Deity ha^ esta wshed in 
hig works and s© to discover bow,thisord,er,jnightbe 
made subservient to benevolent purposes- \ Hunter 
by studying the growth of a deer's h,orii- learned 
how arteries accomodate themselves to circumstan- 
ces and enlarge as occasion requires, and the 
knowledge thus gained was the means of saving 
life in conditions never before attempted. Am- 
brose Pare, 150i), through a like methpc^ though 
unayp to answer the learned opisrators overcame 
the clagon of routine and cosequent sufferings by 
the logic of facts. Before his time the wounded 
suffered much more at the hands of their surgeons 
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than from theii: enemies. To stop bleeding from 
gan-shot wounds, th^ barbarous eX:pedient of dress- 
ing them with boiling oil was resorted to, hemorrh- 
age was stopped by searing the wounds with a red 
hot iron, and, whea amputation was necessary, it 
was performed with ared hot knife. 

As a source of enlightment to physicians their 
influeuce can hardly be overestimated even admit- 
ting Bulwer Lytton's statt meut that — Ten physi- 
cians may be equals in learning, know with equal 
minuteness our anatomical structure — may with 
equal i^search have ransacked the loi« of prescrip- 
tioDd, scrutinized the same number of tongues, 
counted the same number of pulses; but if I want 
to know what is really the matter with me^ — the 
cause of my suffering — I am assured by my apoth- 
ecary that there is one inan out of these ten physi- 
cians who has the doctor's eye. It still remains 
that the science of their time and experience by the 
bedside are special meand of illumination wl^ther 
utilized by men of one or ten talents. 

The numbers already stated as benefited by one 
institution sufliciently indicate their all. embrac- 
ing advantages. To the wealthy no less than the 
indigent their privileges are often a boon thank- 
fully appreciated. To use Macaulay's words: — 
"Every bricklayer who falls from a scaffold, every 
sweeper of crossings who is run over by a carriage, 
now may have his wounds dressed and his limbs 
set' with a skill such as a hundred and sixty years 
ago all the wealth of a great lord like Ormond, or 
of a merchant prince like Clayton could not have 
purchased." 

The discipline and comfort of the institute to 
which we are, chiefly confined, with the fame of its 
professors have brought wealthy patients from 
every clime. The management of which will be 
higUy illustrative. ! 
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It stood on a* piece of gifound in Portugal St. and 
convenient to Clare Market, Iincoln's-inn«field», 
and the Strand. The entrance for out-patients was 
from a small alley on the Strand side and admitted 
to the basement. Its internal econc my was mana- 
ged by a resident secretary and steward with assis» 
tants, over and above the six officals already men- 
tioned as appointed by a Board of Directors to 
overlook details, distribute the patients, and keep 
registers There was a Presid^it, House Surgeon, 
Accoucher and Physician with respective assistants. 
The nurses were superintended by sisters, an ordt r 
we believe established by some ex-bishop of Lon- 
don. It was composed of ladies of rank and refine- 
ment who dedicated themselves to the care of the 
sick without fee or reward. They even attended 
the surgical operations and seemed professionally 
interested. There W;iS a chaplain who visited the 
wards morning and evening and daily in the chapel 
of the hospiial read tne sublime service of the 
(Jhuich of England to such pd-tients, nurses and 
sist< rs as were able io attend; and doubtless many 
of the halt, lame, and blind returned to their sever- 
al wards to muse on — 

"Jerusalem the golden and joys awaiting there 
Tlie radiancy of glory and bliss beyond compare," 

To this economy was added the role of visiting 
surgeons, i)hyhicians, oculists and dentists. 

It is operating day. 

The tlieatre is on the first floor and everything is 
prepared for business. Here are the instruments 
required by the operator and heieby the table overr 
laid with blankets and pillows of a red co\o^^ 
There is the sink with its lut and cold faucets, 
bowls, sponges, etcetra, and thereby an Miendml 
in gay uniform along with sisters and nurses on the 
qui vive to bo helpful. Around the ascending remi- 
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circle sit pupils, students and spectators, while on 
the floor in groups chat tod walk the doctors. The 
door opens and on a little carriage with India rub- 
ber wheels an attendant brings in a patient. The 
porter lifts him or her gently to the table and a 
physician apphes the chloroform. While he is in 
this attitude we may as well introduce a few of the 
master-spirits. 

As we stand here by the instruments our neighbca* 
with the nlassive lead and athletic frame is Sir Wm. 
F. M. D. The features in their curves and play are 
responsive while Lis large grey eyes express insight 
aud humor. Self possessed he stands in his favor- 
ite attitudeT-r-leaning somewhat on one foot, his 
long frock coat falling negligently around both 
hands, thrust down into his trowser's pockets. The 
sisti r superior almost as big and masculine as him- 
self makes probably a remark which evokes the al- 
most invariable response — "Imphm, ay-o wey.". 
Spry enough, my friend, you catch Harry Smith 
yust close by. As Charles 2nd,, said of Sydney 
Godolphin— "he is never in the way; and; never^ out 
of it." Should anythir.g be amiss in the arrange- 
ment?, be kure to use his own expressive phrase, he 
will instantly *twigg it.' Beyond him Professor P. 
of Garibaldian fame appears. Long white hairs 
fall lovingly upon his shoulders and, from his eye- 
biows shade and temper the fire, sent from his old 
indomitable soul. To see him is to love and rever- 
ence him. There is John W., a man already of 
assured popularity. His stature is humble and 
gait ungaiDly, from excision of knee-joint probably, 
but his bearing yet suggests that aphorism of Bac- 
on — "In a groat wit, deformity is an advantage to 
rising, because they will seek to free themselves 
from scona if they be of spirit." Farther still — a 
Saul among the people — towers the oculist Prof- 
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S. W. What! you exclaim — that huge, spectacled, 
heavy shouldered fellow an eye-doctor! He is nev- 
ertheless, and as much distinguished by mental as 
bodily stature — his works are text-books. And 
whom think you is cribbed in that low set, pale, 
and earnest physician a little apart? Dr. L. B., 
the famous biologist. 

In addressing the students the first is slow, hesi- 
tant and scarcely audible yet listened to with pro- 
found respect, the upper circles craning their necks 
to catch every syllable. The second is offhanded, 
ready and clear — he once repeated about ten lines 
of the Aeneid of Virgil so distinctly that Vagor 
thought he could count the rhythmic feet. The 
third is chatty, illustrative, redolent of suppressed 
humor and anecdote — the fourth grave and impres- 
sive. The addresses of the oculist and biologist 
were more select and sparse. 

The physicians are a law unto themselves as to 
versatility, but a question one of them asked our 
hero is very suggestive — Did 3'ou ever know a liter- 
ary sm*geon? The only one that occured to him 
then was Tobias Smollett the author of Humphry 
Clinker, according to Thackeray the most laughable 
book in the English language. Frank Buckland 
had not then come in his way. 

Failing to regard details with the keen glance of 
professional interest we will not protract our stay 
in the theatre but follow into the wards to which 
the patients have been taken. Here is that young 
man who has been treated for hernia just arousing 
from his stupor. He demands why the operation 
has not been performed and hearing it is all over 
exclaims in blank astonisliment — "Well I'm blessed." 
As we enter another ward we hear only the screams 
of a little one whom the nurses are vainly trying to 
sooth, so we retire straightway, thinking of her or 
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deal is Cowper of slavery — "Still thou art a bitter 
draught." 

But let us descend to other departments. 

In this enclosure is the elevator on which we 
may fearlessly step. The patient, couch and all, is 
thus conveyed to his ward. You perceive the med- 
ical wards are on the second and third floors, the 
surgical on the ground and first floors in order to 
be near the theatre. 

Reaching the basement we leave to the right the 
kitchen with its mysteries and turn to the left. 
Here is the Steward's office, there the Refractory 
ward from which the yells and screams of the pat- 
ient cannot be heard — and beyond, the vault or 
necropolis where the bodies remain until removed 
for burial. Over this the post mortem room which 
we don't care to enter as possibly on its revol- 
ving table lie two or three subjects ready for 
manipulation. 

Gk)ing on we pass through a large apartment 
crowded with male patients and into another 
containing femalos only — a registrar excepted 
seated at the foot of the stairs writing names 
etcetera of the applicants, interrupted occasion- 
ally by a call from above for patients: Six more 
for Dr. Duflfin, 6 more for Dr. Playfair, six more 
for Dr. Wells — the eye-doctor. A very amusing 
incident happened from this arrangement which 
we may be pardoned for relating. The porter 
there calling, a jolly, genial son of the Black 
Country, as they, used to name the coal and 
iron counties in the west of England, one night 
d(>ffed his uniform and donned his best to utilize 
a theatrical box ticket. Not expecting to be 
recognized he seated himself with much dignity 
and soon was en rapport with the piece. AU 
passed off well until the clrse of the first act 
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when one in the gallery at the top of his voice 
jelled— "Six more for Dr. Duffin!" 

Joining the upward 'procession we are soon on 
the ground floor in a long passage filled with 
patients, each having his or her- bottle for pre- 
scriptions. They file along through a turnstile 
to the apertures in the dispensary and when 
served pass out^into the adjacent alley. 

This procedure lasts asi^^y two hours and 
hence think what a quantity of medicine is daily 
distributed in London's many institutions. Of 
the strange anomalies occuring here in Death's 
special caravan we will say nothing befpre we 
were halfway througt — 

Fair Hespems that glitters from afar 

As Vesi^er bright Would be the Morning Star 

And Swains-alert to gret t the jocund ^ight — 
Would hail the Siun and bless the useful light. 
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PRIVATIONS. 

Macaulay observes that the most tumorous class 
is precisely the class respecting which we have the 
most meagre information, hence we keep th uneven 
tennr of our way amid its scenes and annals. And, 
after all, weighted with the freaks and solemnities 
of circumstance, the practical mind in acuteness 
and breadth of comprehension is often superior to 
the learned and speculative. Neither Shakespeare, 
Scott, nor Burns had the intellectual spaik put out 
by superabundance of fuel. The individuals with 
whom our client \\ as associated presented no mean 
illustration of this position. Originals in many re- 
spects they were moved not of lip wisdom, but of 
that derived from large experience. Some of them 
had traversed much the watery round and others 
drunk delight of battle with their peers far on the 
torrid plains of Ind or black Crimea's ringing 
heights. He the lowest in the scale of porterhood, 
the P. M. attendant, is no ordinary mortal, has had 
the advantage of six terms at college, preparatory 
to the ministry; b'lt, somehow drifted into the hos- 
pital necropolis and kitchen, after a career as an 
officer aboard a man-of-war! He svvaggei-s around 
chirrupy as a bird and, in or out of harness, in 
words of learned length and thimdering sound may 
be surprised "talking doctor." A benedict without 
family, well looking and dowered with magnificent 
health, we leave him, haviDg just assorted the pati- 
ent's dinners, exhorting his aids in lively tones to 
^hac^ *em up.' It would be difficult to hit exactly 
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how he would have graced a pulpit. The only v.x- 
hibit of his eloquence on record was on the occas- 
ion of a semi-annual hospital dinner. The chair- 
man of the occasion, having vainly called to order 
several by name, came to a baker, whose services 
had been utilized in preparing the feast, but now 
in a babbling maudlin condition. Surveying him 
with open mouthed disdain he exclaimed — "but 
you, Mr. Baker, "a solemn pause, "where nothing is, 
nothing can be expected.'' This bi ought Haula- 
way to his feet and he declaimed: "Gentlemen, I 
arise upon my thundering pins to remark that Mr. 
Baker has made a sensible speech. Yes, gentle- 
men, I mean to say its — a d— — d sensible speech. 
* Where nothing is, nothing can be expected!" 

The next in order in the livery of the Board is 
Henry Blanc, a gallant ex-hussar and pensioner — 
has seen service in Ireland and India. To him 
succeeds Warr Wick, a model of generous force, 
physical and mental. Has undergone reverses, 
been himself a hospital patient and thus acquired a 
f eehng that makes lum wondrous wise.No greater fav-. 
orite than he stands before officers, doctors or suf- 
ferers. Long may he from his coin of vantage in- 
voke — Six more for Drs. This, That and Totlier. 
Here in the joroscenium we find the college garb 
bedecked with medals — a Crimean hero attends the 
hall. A pensioner, yet still in the prime of manly 
vigor and distinguished by a kind yet martial air. 
So much he resembles Vagor in gait and aspect 
the queerest tangles occur and often have to be un- 
ravelled by comparison. The night officer is an ex- 
normal student and, ten years prior to Kit's advent 
there, schoolmatster in Waddle Bottil. Between 
them in consequence a warm and active friendship 
exists. Last of the corps our rcver, who, if in uotb- 
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ing else, like Patrick Henry and Davy Crockett, 
was great in patriarchal merit. 

Altogether they show that the Hospital Board 
sought faithfully to effect the wishes of its support- 
ers, and had the salaries of these officials been 
equal to their standing no desideratum would have 
been felt. As it was with a salary one blushes to 
name the stings of poverty often rankled beneath a 
gay and uniformed exterior. A position may be 
gathered from our nan^ative as we proceed! One 
winter morning, dark and early, as hasting down to 
duty a misstep brought Kit up sharp against the 
icy sidewalk, jarring him roughly and breaking two 
ribs. He"ma;naged to collect himself and proceed 
to the hospital where the House Surgeon reduced 
the fractures and made such good work he contin- 
ued the discharge of his duties to his own detri- 
ment only. One night soon after a calamity befel 
him of another character. Returning^ as usual 
about ten o'clock instead of the usual salute he 
found the dear donor almost distraught with the 
baby on her lap, the eldet children around: with 
looks of alarm and apprehension. The little one, 
verging two years, ailing just perceptibly for a day 
or two had begun to get worse in the evening and 
medical skill was promptly obtained^ The "physic- 
ian was reticent, but left a prescription which fail- 
ed to alleviate her trouble or check the convulsions, 
prolonged until her death ip her fatherV arms, a 
half hour after his arrival. The shock was inex- 
pressible and the rather because it was the first 
fatality that had occurred in that household,further, 
as the forerunner of a train of indignities. As the 
physician had failed to diagnose the disease a cer- 
tificate of the cause of death was refused and an 
autopsy and inq est demanded. Nor, aside from 
professional grounds was this procedure a matter 
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of surprise. The harpy with face of female, body, 
wings, and claws rapacious had been there too pal- 
pably to a stranger s eye accepting only results. 
The ravages of its talons were seen in garments 
threadbare and chattels scant, inadequate for house- 
hold comforts. Besides, the deeeabed large of her 
age and passing beautiful suggested ideas harass- 
ing to the mere man of science. The doubt and 
investigation distressed the parents unspeakaUy; 
for, with all their native spirit and pride of worth, 
they hated pity and notoriety. Tlie verdict was 
*Congejstion of the Brain' and fully reported in the 
current news, but with a tact and feeling of infinite 
credit 1o the reporters. The name itself was with- 
held and hearty sympathy shone throughout the 
details. 

Yet thoughts of the desecration of the dear 
form, funeral rites, and accompaniments weighed 
almost like madness on the brain and sad indeed 
might have been the result io one or both, had not 
supreme necessity required their attention— the 
interests of her yet small family the mother's, the 
halt, sick, and ailing of the hospital, the fathei-'s. 
They found their greatest «olace occupation* Little 
did the Directors dream of their severe ^xaction^ of 
energy — physical, moral and mental. They paid 
their proxies less than a dollar a day while them- 
selves like Indian agents endowed with hearts 
many sizes too big for their bodies grew fat through 
self — complacence. Of subsequent evils we record 
but one as enough with the preceding to confirm 
our position. The demise of another child. The 
atiending circumstances differed inasmuch as sick- 
ness was protracted and determined. The ability, 
however, necessary for performing the rites of sep- 
ulture was unaltered, vihile the dread of obtruding 
their grief was intensified. A casket was procured 
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but there their means collapsed. To whom in Ibut 
truly foreign city should he appeal? Whither be- 
take himself? To none of his avowed friends from 
squires hereditary to landless peers! distance, years, 
and black mischance had intervened and so dis- 
guised him that as he regarded his garb he seemed 
an anomaly even to himself. He stood in this 
Devil's Drawing Room as alone, but he had 
yet to meet these aspects the treas- 
ures won fiom forty-two years of labor and 
vicissitude. A hopeful courage, firm couAictions, 
resignation and rich experience, a heart full of love, 
youthful feeling, truth and rectitude. And so he 
faced his duties cheerfully day after day, 6 days, a 
coffin th0 last object in view as leaving home, the 
first to intercept him returning. But this could 
not go OD. 

The pantomime around London itself fi'om 
Charles Lamb drew tears through fulness of joy; 
but in this case back of all was the spectre coflin 
pressing out even the joy of grief— life itself. The 
vj-ried shops, tradesmen, huxters, customei-s, coach- 
es, carriages, wagons, crowds, centres of attraction 
only emphasized his grief. He forced himself at 
length to ask a fayor from a hospital acquaintance 
imweeting of its necessity and he kindly compUed 
so that the tenth day he was enabled to bury his 
dead. 

But the bitterness of death was not over! 

The sin of it! 

What business have poor children to come at all, 
at least what light to die just when they cannot 
have even the relics of old decency to authorize 
their going? The fair superior having heard of 
this obligation from an ofKcial, called Vagor aside 
and grandly grave,advised him that the heinous re- 
petition would have serious results! Together they 
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had seen the surgeon's scalpel lay bare the most 
delicate human tissues, but it had never penetrated 
sensibiKties so painfully as this attitude of hers. 
He could not but feel her fairly entitled to the 
palm for inhumanity and impudence. He tarued 
calmly away, however, awiue that as a spiuster she 
could not appreciate the claims of paternity with 
ten little clients *'tuggiug at his coat tails and cry- 
ing bread, bread daddy." As Lord Erskiuc put it. 
Least of all could she appreciate his position who 
though fully employed thought a cup of coflfee with 
a slice of bread and butter a luxurious meal — who 
fain and often would have tilled his belly with the 
food that Haulaway *whacked up.' But he was in 
a radius where suHering Wris glorified. Not a far 
cry away was St. Paul's Church — yard where that 
tramp and vagabond Will Shakes})care in the lan- 
guage of Captain Suckling 'cried himself to sleep.' 
nearer yet Samuel Johnson, the lexicogiapher wept 
even at the remembrance of his local sutforings — 
the very stones beneath represented heroes and 
martyrs of all kinds and could they cry out what 
an invocation would there be! Louder and grimder 
than the world s united cataracts. His had been a 
tumultuous hfe with scarcely an hour free from 
anxiety, but the greater now his concern through 
parental considerations. Once in three \^eeks he 
might possibly* find his children together and en- 
deavor to preclude evil influences, while, betime-^, 
perceiving symptoms of marked ability gave only 
deeper depths to his limited means. The very 
location suggested the worth of discipline as — 
while it evinced the woes of poverty, it no less (jx- 
alted the worth of culture and genius. Still within 
the radius forenamed remained the site of Shakes- 
peare's triumphs when his audience comprised 
Kings, Queens and Statesmen — the shelter whence 
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Jobnpon spurned the patronage of the High and 
Mighty Lord Chesterfield, and whence the Beik of 
Bow ring out the fame of Leech, Hood, and Jer- 
rold. 

The historian tells us that on the acquittal of the 
seven bishops the cheering at Westminster was 
heard and taken up on the Strand. 

So may time's trials hallowed be 
And joys from grief aboimd — 

No pains without peculiar gains 
And shared where hearts are foun<l. 

So fir trees spring instead of thorns, 

For briers myrtles rise; 
And that which ei^st has caused unres^ 

With charms divine surpiise. 

So plant a of grace, though daikling kept 

From beams of fervid sun. 
Shine out more gay in rich array 

For what dear art has done! 

And hearts of proof in death's dark shade 
Grow rich in grace and hue, 

And gather from both worlds the worth 
God biings all heaven to view. 



— *'-'&<J>a=Ois>oG>^— 
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DEPOSITION. 

We heartily agree with him who said — If we had 
the world ouly for a garden or a landscape, if it 
meant nothing but what it is in production, or the 
delectation of the senses — a place of good feeding, 
and health, and jocnnd life, it would be God's pas- 
ture only, n( t his kingdom. Moral ideas would 
not even bo suggf sted by it. Bat the simply find- 
ing pain in it puts us on a wholly different con- 
struction lx)th of it and life. Now there appears to 
be something serious on hand. The severity bears 
a look both of principal and lavv. Nor is this sev- 
erity an indication of cruelty, for in place of pro- 
perty withdrawn and suffering lie gives a noble 
pride of heart and serenity of mind. Love and 
peace we know not uufrequently sprmg out of mis- 
fortune as naturally as flowers from beds of lav.n. 
There is nothing, says the author of "Moral Uses cf 
Dark Things," in all our experience that changes so 
many aspects of things, and is so grandly produc- 
tive, so fertile in good, as pain. There is no un- 
reason which it does not somehow contrive to cor- 
rect, no right argument which it does not uphold, 
no lesson which it does not find how to give, i o 
temper which it does not incline to truth. The 
hand of a father was so evident in these dispensa- 
tions — the youngest taken and the umipe spared-r- 
he yet thanked him and took courage. And is not 
this a startling fact, that men, brought up amid the 
elevated ideas of Christianity, regard as mere su- 
perstitious, that Divine intervention inhuman affairs 
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which the very heathens liave admitted. The 
wanderings of Illysses as the vicissitudes of Luther 
declare as well as illustrate this dominant belief. 
When the latter as he thought lay dying a youth 
still, familiar with trials great — and sore — flogged 
successively fifteen times in one morning, used to 
fasting days together or wandering through the 
villages around Magdeburg singing not only for 
supper but for all his repasts — he was immensely 
cheered and impressed by these wise and prophetic 
words of an aged priest — "Take courage, my dear 
bachelor, you will not die of this illness. Oar God 
will yet make of you a man who, in turn, shall con- 
sole many. For God layeth his cross upon those 
whom he loveth, and they who bear it patiently 
acquire much wisdom." 

An adherent of this doctrine Vagor bore up 
calmly cheered often by the words framed of the' 
dying breath of his aged friend, the farmer: — 
"there's something good ahead of you yet." To 
reach this we follow on with our wanderer through 
doings and comings to pass — the mutabilities shap- 
ing and meant to|shape character. 

A change in hospital duty induced him to board 
near the Institute, through which accident ho lit on 
historic grounds. The old resi(lence with the old 
landlady of Leigh Hunt. Garrulous, she was full 
of ancedotes and the carriage folks as came to see 
him. He was peculiarly gratified by this coinci- 
dence and whether the spirit leaving a chamber 
possesses itself of the next incumbent or not — as 
some assert he felt a cordial affinity with the 
Author of a 'Book for a Corner' and a heaiiy sym- 
pathizer with the entire and genial round of ex:s- 
tence. How strongly he endorsed his predecessor's 
qualities of a good reader! "He j)uts up with dif- 
ference of opinion, by reason of his own very dif- 
ference. He loves poetry and prose, fiction and 
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matter of fact, seriousness and mirt'i, because he is 
a thorough human beiug, and contains portions of 
all the faculties to which they appeal. A man who 
can be nothing but serious, or nothing but merry, 
is but half a man. The laclirymal or the risible 
organs are wanting in him. He has no business to 
have eyes or muscles like other men." 

This episode comprised a few months oidy 
through another change. Transferred to night 
duty he had time for his long walk into Hollo way 
where he chose to reside. His task now was to 
open the hall and admit patients meeting with fic- 
cidents during the night — to call on the oflicoi-8 if 
retired. These betimes trusting considerable to 
his judgment showed him what medicines to give 
in diverse- attacks and also how to dress and band- 
age wounds at which operations he acquired no 
Uttle skill, and soon was able to favor the profes- 
sionals with many unbroken slumbers. 

Not yet was he left long in this position — he was 
indeed a swimmer in a sea of changes. A calm, a 
foamy coil, a stretch of Protean waves, a thing of 
depths and viewless heightSjOf mammoth forms and 
shapes offensive, imaged forth his odd career. It 
fell upon a night — a dreary rainy night as seated 
in his great arm chair in the noble hall of the col- 
lege before a shining fire he was induced to go out 
and draw upon himself not only elemental wrath 
but that of the redoublable secretary. 

A little past 10 p. m. a sister infoi-med him that 
a girl of twelve w^as dying and her parents had to 
be notified. Ignorant of the rule in such cases he 
saw not bow he could effect her wishes. If sho 
attended the hall while he ran across the street ho 
would endeavor to get sorufi one He failed to 
procure any and she withdrew hesitant* Soon re- 
turning with a yet more earnest appeal to his 
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fatherhood — would have a nurse installed in hia 
absence — pay bis cab hire, and herself be respt n- 
sible. The absence could not be felt and would he 
not do so much for a poor parent. Acting from fellow 
feeling,and the imj^rolrabiUty of mish-^pat that eai-ly 
hour,for as yet some time intervened before theofii- 
cers withdrew for the night, he assented to the re- 
quest. He rat led over into Southwark, easily 
found the address delivered his message end 
promptly returned. No sooner back thau he was 
informed that bis presence was desired by the Sec- 
retary wbo had been absent on his departure. He 
fotind him in a towering passion — wanted to know 
why he was absent and whither. To which de- 
mands the answers came without prevarication. 
"You should not have done it," he rejoined, '*we 
have no business to infom parents or friends when 
a patient is dying. Suppose a drunk man had 
come in?" To this query no answer was returned 
consid ring that he would soon recall the fact that 
four medical officers were duly on Land for hours 
later than that implied and athletes enough to have 
dealt with any drunken ogre. One of them not 
long before inducing his eminence to a bout with 
gloves so well applied his prescription to the chief's 
eyes as to confine him in ward for some days. The 
issue of all was a few days thereafter, the offoLdor 
was quietly transferred to the outpatients and old 
theatrical duties. 

Months after as walking down an avenue of fe- 
male patients he was arrested by a voice asl ing-^ 
Are you he who came to Soufhwark sometime since 
to repoii a girl dying? Yes, he returned, and 
passe 1 on. What that act of good nature cost him 
the Lever kiew. Wo may say howiver with re- 
spect to this case she was in time to see the end — 
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ubi vitam posuit — where she laid aside her yonng 
life — 5 a. m. the morning succeeding the visit* 

Thus passed the days in duties so active and 
onerous his mind was unwarped by mental chem- 
istry and he almost hated thie sight of a book — the 
leaves of the Lancet alone just glanced at occasion* 
ally. 

We will not go so far as to claim for him the 
poet's role. 

My only books were women's looks 
And folly's all they've taught me! 

They certainly engrossed much of his time as 
coming into his books and disposal, but io say 
their folly was absorbing would be far from him. 
Indeed the shining qualities • on which manhood 
prides itself as courage, fortitude, endurai.ce, were 
often outdone by gentle womanhood while they 
showed themselves wise to shoot folly as it flies. 
An instance, dear readers, may be given which you 
must not whisper even to yourself! A Jlimpled fun 
loving Eve would see the doctor impromptu — 
could not possibly wait her turn. To catch her in 
her hmnor the registrar as a physician proffered 
his services and withdrew. To his dismay accept- 
ing the challenge she stepped out behind him. 
Laughingly he inquired the trouble when with 
prompt, deft action, she exposed its seat — having 
come she stated prepared for the question. Appal- 
ed he fled, his only prescription a. hasty retreat, 
back to the apartment resounding with chaff and 
laughter. He was at all events cured of his hum- 
bug. But his other duties led him into a quite 
different atmosphere the surgical and clinical. A # 
part from professional books and interest this was 
an education in itself; for there can be no doubt, 
as some one claims, that habits of research and re- 
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flection have done more towards enlightening and 
improving men than all Ihe brilliant sallies and 
sudden efforts of geniuR. The fruits at least of 
others labors were obtruded upon him and he 
could not fail of sympathy in some degree. A ro- 
coiistiuctcd nose, a rectified glance, or other nice 
(f^f^fijs of thcught C(>u]d not but be followed with 
iiitert st and reflection. What but Nature is re- 
]>resented in the story of a fairy as told by Ariosto? 
By some mysterious law she was condemned to ap- 
pear at certain seasons in the foim of a foul and 
poisonous snake. Those who injured her during 
this period of her disguise were forever excluded 
from participation in the blessings she bestowed. 
But to those who in ispite of her loathsome aspect, 
pitied and protected her she afterwards revealed 
hersf If in the beautiful and celestial form which 
was natural to her, accompanied their footsteps, 
gi anted all their wishes, filled their houses with 
wealth, made them happy in love and victorious in 
'war. Such we think is nature — designed to serve 
such uses as man's moral training requires. Woe 
to those who in disgust turn from her in her rude 
state, but happy those who having dared to receive 
her, degiaded and frightful, are rewarded by her in 
. the time of her beauty and gloiy. 

Kowhere perhaps is a better field for moral 
training than here where sin gets fit discipline as it 
occupies the house it builds, 'looking on the forms 
it pailits and catching in the air the scent of its 
(»wn low prr.ctices.' Unsightly things put us en- 
deavoring after improvement. But another moral 
k advantage of the unsightly is the keeping under 
■ thd fastidious spirit. When it has gotten firm hold 
- cv^n of large, high natures, they are not Ukely to 
be worth much afterward as respects any of the 
heroic and beneficent virtues. They cannot dress 
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a wound or v'sit a hospital. The barefooted childj 
ren in the street ought to make a more presentable 
appearance. We cannot too much honor the bene- 
ficence of God, says Bushnell, in the 'disgusts and 
disagreable, distasteful looking things by which he 
is all the while crowding us out of our fastidious- 
ness and the foolishness of our unpractical delicacy. 
Were it not for this it is doubtful whether Christ 
himself could ever have gotten hold of personal 
respect enough to make good his evidences. We 
do not commonly think of it as having any parti- 
cular moral significance and yet this fastidious 
spirit poisons human brotherhood more perversely, 
in ways more wide of reason, than any other kind 
of sin. 

It might \ye to consider too curiously to follow the 
issue from the operating room of all those pat- 
ients that passed through his hands — who were 
by them laid tenderly either on a bed of death 
or respite. Had the ordeals for them their legi- 
timate force? If good men are not easily found 
amongst those who have never known misfortune 
were they thus put to striving after better things 
and their hearts, however soon or late they ceased 
to beat, rendered constant, firm, patient, and 
wise? We fear that foolishness in the hearts of 
some of them was pretty hard bound and it re- 
quired a good deal even of pain to correct their 
unreason and incline their temper to the truth — 
to the fact that we inhabit a world where moral 
beauty is the chief beauty. 

The sublime significance of this beauty is striking- 
ly given in such scenes. You step into a ward, say 
evening — the lights are subdued and you per- 
ceive only the beginning of two rows of cots 
endwise against the walls with a convenient space 
between in the centre. Passing on you are aware 
they are tenanted for you feel bright conscious- 
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ness scintillating upon you through rays of pene- 
tration more impressive than those of any Koh- 
i-noor. No other sign is given of life i^ith its 
aches and pains, but possibly ahead or aside yoii 
may just catch a hint of a figure in cjuiet, sober 
bro\^n, administering some potion or ghding to or 
from some urgent case. You eanjiot, however, 
anywhere anticipate the final parting of those 
dear partners — soul and body — you return while 
it is yet early, before the physicians begin their 
round, you probably observe screens that nearly 
encircle a cot here, there, and yonder. Why? 
The aspects of their tenants have been changed 
during the stillness and these shades prevent depress- 
ing views. The master has changed their counten- 
ances and, lo, the feet of those who are to carry 
them away are there within the ward with shell 
and bearer. In the hospital limbo, or lower 
stratum, will these relicts yet awhile retain their 
horizontal position. So day after day from each 
of the upper layei-s descend new additions. And 
what is all this but a simile of this large, roimd 
ball swinging in space! Look about and around 
on retiring for the night and you are supremely 
conscious of silence, and fellow forms stretched 
along around the vast convex — children on their 
mothers breast. The morning comes but how 
many aspects have been changed and sealed — 
the baser part to what base uses and depths! 
The nobler part whither and for what? It might 
take a couple of months with the speed of Mer- 
cury to reach the nearest star but there is no 
need to chase such far — fetched felicity. Are 
there not men too happy for mortality? And 
just as the spirit of man is omnipresent to his 
whole nervous system, so the glorious almighty 
spirit of happiness is omnipresent to the cosmos, 
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to one star as well as another, one creature to 
another — the east and the west are alike to him. 
It is said of the Australian ant that when cut 
in two the severed portions immediately declare 
war on each other and engage in a fierce conflict 
— the upper half fighting with its mandibles and 
the lower one with its sting — how is it always 
with body and soul? In some sense probably 
at times as under — 

THE SOUL TO THE BODY. 

Thou sharer of my timely joys, 
Dear partner of life's round — 

Why should 1 grieve to leave thee thus 
In shell and grave clothes bound? 

Too well, alas, hast thou been loved, 
For thought subdued by thee 

Thy passions hot unrtily aims 
Have made me weak as thee! 

Enmeshed in ties of appetite 

Or chords of vulgar sense — 
Till Providence with scalpel keen 

Removed each dire offense. 

And now supine thou liest there — 

Awaitest Death's descent; 
Unmoved by all his trappings grim 

And nihilist intent. 

While I — how feeble human thought 

Of guide and shining band! 
In joy ineffable, behold 

A father shining stand. 

Nor space, nor time obtrude to mar 

My free and glowing bliss: 
My Lord, my God but Thou couldest raise 

To rapture such as this! 
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AMERICAN CONSUL, 

If there is an education necessary for every man 
there is a particular one for those who are destined 
to act upon their generation. So D'Aubign'e in- 
ferred from hirge deduction. The long, desultory, 
and humbly useful public life of Vagor conspired a 
training thoroughly peculiar whatever the conse- 
quences. 

Fond of repcse and domestic enjoyment he yet 
was unwittingly thrown into contact with all kinds 
of disturbing forces and thus came a new departure. 
A new school enterprise was projected much after 
the British and Foreign, but wholly independent, 
and to him was proffered the management. The 
ruling passion appealed to he undoubtedly too 
promptly accepted the charge. The locality affect- 
ed was Drury "Lane and envirocs, and hopefully he 
set to work among the garbins of Cockneydom. To 
reduce them to order and the appreciation of cul- 
ture was no slight undertaking but, just as he was 
happily succeeding in this object and had every 
reason of gatifying success, a collapse ensued. The 
power behind the project failed mysteriously and 
after some seven months' effort the scheme was 
wholly abandnmed. 

He was not however paralyzed — from so long 
realizing the scrape of being alive and poor he re- 
sembled those fishes that are intended by nature 
for great sea depths. There are human beings, it 
is said, to whom severe pressure seems to be suited 
and who seem to thrive best when every weight is 
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upon them. Besides — though in such a ease time 
seems measured by heart-throbs — family pressure 
was daily alleviated. Already three daughters, 
awd a son who had acquired the furrier trade, 
moved by energy and a spirit of adventure had ac- 
cepted a transatlantic offer and, enjoying its fruits, 
were trying to seduce their parents and remaining 
branches to their vast romantic shore. 

The emigration of these had been uncongenial to 
ihe old folks' feelings as, after overcoming so much, 
they hoped to end their days happily in this centre 
of civilization — and now how be reunited! 

They could only wait on the disposition of events 
for only God who, whenever his plans require it, 
brings togethei things seeming destined to remain 
for ever apart could accomplish this result. 

But he was not long in inglorious ease. A 
teacher at the East End wishing a knowledge of 
the French language et gaged his services on pretty 
liberal terms and his good friends at the College 
hearing of the collapse made employment for him 
frequently and finally continuously. The duties, 
however, were more arduous and exacting. Fre- 
quently — nights — shut in with cases of delirium 
tremens or dementia. The position of one alone 
in a dumb ward with such patients was not always 
desirable as the way in which he was accosted one 
evening by the Hall Porter attests. "You have a 
bad case theie to-night so you had better be on 
guard. He floored Bruff last night and escaped 
and it took all of us to get him back. If he begins 
to cut up give it him so and so — let him see at 
once you are master." Though the veteran's coun- 
sel was not adopted virtually our recruit was 
grateful therefore and f oimd its tenor highly useful. 
The patient, a huge, square, raw-boned fellow was 
cunning and adroit but abed, so he waited devel- 
opments. 
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He had not long t<^ wait. Little by little the 
patient gained a fair *ready' and maile a bound but 
Uterajly to he caught on the hop. Again, again, 
and many times he e-sajed in vain until at length 
he lay quiescent — the evil spirit wholly exercised. 
After five days' attendance it was judged ^afe to re- 
turn him to the ward whence he had been expelled 
for bad language and worse conduct. 

We will only submit one more cjxse and chiefly 
because it is one of Shakespeare's mosaics. A 
strange patient had been brought in for mental in- 
spection, and been adjudged to the Refr.ictory 
ward until removed to some permanent institute. 
So indomitable was he could not without abso- 
lute force be restrained there, and the steward em- 
barrassed appealed to Vagor to try what he could 
ellect. With the poet's pencil you may have him 
full in view. 

"Some strange commotion 
Is in his brain. He bites his lip and starts; 
Stops on a sudden looks upon the ground, 
Then lays his fingers on his temple, straight 
Springs out into fast gait, then stops again 
Strikes lis breast hard; and anon he casts 
His eye against the moon, in such strange pastures 
We see him set himself." 

At a glance Vagor surmised the patient's natioi- 
ality and addressed him kin Uy in French — his na- 
tive tongue. To the surprise of the steward and 
three or four porters at a convenient distance lie 
made startled pause, then beckoned on the way 
they wished him go. In the ward he with his lis- 
tener sat down upon the edge of the cot and began 
pouring forth complaints and moving incidents in 
Paris and London. Presently as if to avoid obser- 
vation he withdrew to the farther end of the ward 
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and there continued the possibly ower true tale. 
While thus engaged he was interrupted by a posse 
from a neighboring asylum. He seemed at first in- 
clined to resist, but after a look of unspeakable re- 
proach at his partner as if he thought him in col 
lusion he brokenly surrendered. 

What mysteries we are and what mysteries we 
meet! 

While thus engrossed in the hospital some events 
outside were to have a permanent and important 
influence on his career. One was the chronic de- 
rangement by paralysis of his old friend and pre- 
decessor at Waddle Bott I, whose family having re- 
moved to the States had thus left him, a widower, 
under the necessity of proceeding thither as best 
he could. This implied a friend in deed and earn- 
estly he turned to him a comrade of many years 
proof, knowing his strong inducements io visit that 
hemispheie. Another event was the reception oi 
passes to a few acquaintances from his eldest 
danghter residing near that family. All readily 
fulfilled their engagements with one exception who, 
declining to go as agroed, caused no little embar- 
rassment; for a substitute was not found — the rath- 
c r because the incidental money sent ^^ith each 
Hcket — handed over to the friends — had been frit- 
t( i< (1 uA\ay. 

The ticket was yet recovered and particulars of 
its hap forwarded to the sender asking whether the 
company consenting it migV.t be utilized. The an- 
swer from both ]>oints satisfactory it was now ])os- 
sible to oblige a friend and strike out for reunion. 
This was a consummation devoutly wished but at 
what a risk! Leaving these he might never reneh 
those or even then what contingencies might befall 
to prevent the attainment of his aim! 

The burden and prestige of thirty and four j}( jus 
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of toil and anxiety were his only capital. Since six 
we may say 2 years excepted 1 e had had his daily 
avocation. Eight yenrs in one office — Christmas 
and Good Friday yearly godsen Is. From the gift 
of his first school 21 years previously he ha I for 
over 20 of them occupied a humble but useful pub- 
lic position as our readers know — 15 a teacher and 
5^ nearly an official or accountant in prominent 
offices. The four seasons extra teaching, long 
hours, and Sunday exactio'is amply c >verin^ t'le 
months of enforced inactivity. And, ah in his re- 
view of the p ist did he need to pile up the agony! 
De Quincy, we h ive read, for m »re than sixteen 
weeks was a prey to hunger the bitterest that a 
man can suffer and survive, sleeping in the open 
air and subsisting on charity, aud Dr. Johnson 
wept even at the remembranca of his suffering; yet 
we question whether either for quantity or quality 
it was comparable with our borderer s. A sharer 
with many of a nam^ humble, bat undesocr.itcvl, a 
reproach on it by him or his woul 1 have been 
worse than fate itself. And those who are wafted 
on the gales of material bliss know little of the pre- 
valence of this sentiment in families who-ie haii Is 
are sufficient for them. But, aside from this pres- 
sure of ages, his family d'^votion heightened only 
by their implicit trust in him when most bereft, was 
so exquisite, a day seemed a protracted month — a 
month, a year — and so thought and spjken of lo ig 
aftt r when a shower of tears more copious than 
that of the redoubtable doctor would have been a 
luxury. 

Is it strange that he doubted his energies, aud 
duty as to beginuiug; another existenci on a foreign 
continent? *'If" it has been wisely said, "one ever 
wishes io male a decided change in life it naist be 
while he has strength not o«jly to break off from the 
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old but to found the new — otherwise there results 
a wretched half-and-half existence full of divided 
regrets and weak yearnings after the pat, and a 
depressed disposition which unfits for business and 
never can prosper." The kindness and apprecia- 
tion of his hospital friends also rendered his decis- 
ion more difficult, for through them he was assured 
of life-long employ and subsistence at lea^t. To 
leave this, humble as it was, without forecast would 
have been criminal, and so altogether were great 
searchings of heart and premises on which to build 
resolve. 

At length in absolute diffidence he submitted his 
record to the American Consul, then located Fins- 
bury Square. Kindly revie wing it and testimon- 
ials thereof that gentleman proffered to find hitn a 
place in any city in the States in which he wished 
to locate. This settled Lis resolution and he 
promptly undertook the care of his friend and 
pious enterprise. 

After all as rounding his 46th year he found it 
no slight task to cut loose from all associations 
though scarcely at one with the rhapsody of Cole- 
ridge — 

"O native Britain! Oh my mother isle! 
How should*st thou prove aught elae but dear and 

[holy 
To me, who, from thy lakes and mountain rills 
Thy clouds, thy q tiet dales, thy rocks and seas 
Have drunk in all my intellectual life, 
All sweet sensations, all ennobling thoughts, 
All adoration of the God in nature, 
All lovely and all honorable thirifrs 
Whatever makes this mortal spirit ievX 
The joy and greatness of its future bein<^? 
There lives not form nor feelinp^ in my soul 
UnT Harrowed from my country." 
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While Vagor's memory was patriotic enongh it 
WIS sacred to simpler more general principles — 
duty and devotion. It seemed not good — 

"To see Lis children leading evermore 
Low miserable lives of hand to mouth 
And her he loved a beggar." 

*Honest to fanaticism' he knew too well the 
pains of heart corrosion from indebtedness and 
would prevent his children snff^ ring in this kind. 
What he as a Christian parent had undergone from 
anxiety and privation and survived he wished they 
should never prove. Besides, the earth was maie 
for man and speci'illy given to those who should 
keep and dress it, why then let the fairest acres of 
this round be monopolized to no social purpose? 
To a brave man every soil is his country and neith- 
er rocks nor seas will affright him from possession. 

The poet claims — *There lives not form nor feel- 
ing in my soul unborrowed from my country.' — 
Not this tj our adventurer came the glamor of 
life! From no glorious sylvan scenes or alma 
maters — no templts gorgeous ritual — nc lips of 
learned prelate — no floods of melody, even, that 
undulate in massive waves from all harmonious 
platforms. Nor was it any the more through that 
severeht foim and zeal claimed but to suit a com- 
mon weal whence loomed his cointry dear and 
holy. It came from a deeper depth and might 
read — Ilemember thee m}*^ mother isle! Yes from 
tliy q ict border laiie where first great light 
illumeil those characters divine — God 
was the word — imparting light new made and 
ending blind unrest. Remember thee! Yes from 
the Mersey shore where Death's mysterious bolt 
unheralded struck awe. Ilemember thee! Yes 
from the quaint old green at Islington for there 
wa^ proved the tender all i)revailiug fatherhood. • 
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So our pilgrim faced the aioi ning of farewell 
brightly, and gallantly buoyed up his darling's 
hopes with the advantage might accrue t'rom a few 
months of sacrifice. Then kneeling with the fam- 
ily besought it trustingly of Him who takes heed 
to all the fif ck and ordereth the safety of the poor. 

The motto of Richard Boyle, Earl of Cork — 
*God's providence is my inheritance' was not an 
idle one, and as due to this humble house on that 
eventful morning as the illustrious one; for he was 
leaving home for shores three thousand miles away 
with the smallest coin of the dominion, one farth- 
ing — his kingdom, his all over the necessary fare. 
Is it not preserved to this day in the pilgrim's 
sacred archives? 

The oldest remaining son was in his 14th year — 
had already two years been the successor to his 
brother in the furrier Hue. Affectionate and 
thoughtful beyond his years, he was a source of 
strength and cheer to the wanderer. The next — 
now in his 12th year was frequently engaged as an 
errand boy. Born to aspire, his mounting limbs 
when a mere child led to many hairbreadth 
scapes — his rescuers for twice, the brother just in- 
dicated and the Rector's spouse of Waddle Bottil. 
A third time he fluttered the Strand neighborhood 
by climbing up a slender, circular pipe, four stories 
high, from the corner of a flagged quadrangle on 
which a false move or nail-slip would have cast 
him past hope. A neighbor with ineffable tact, 
taking in the situation, slipped away and hurried 
up to the last aperture, off an attic adjoining the 
pipe, caught him stoutly by the collar and drew 
him in to the unbounded admiration and gratitude 
of the bystanders. His seemed the peculiar knack 
of getting into scrapes at the queerest time and 
place and just as queerly tumbling out. An easy 
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glance and gentle demeanor laid him open to the 
assaults of ignorance and rudeness which the issues 
did not warrant. One night as going to church his 
father saw a crowd before its entrance and, hear- 
ing shouts encouraging combatants, was at once 
struck by an idea. He hated to entertain it but 
the crowd shadowly parting his rapid glance caught 
the downfall of the smaller pugilist constraining his 
prompt interference. He hurried up— yet, having 
to push through the circle, another round was over 
before he reached the arena — the smaller one now 
by momentum had just hurled his foe against the 
curbstone. Seizing Garry, for it was he remained, 
blinded by excitement he struggled manfully for 
freedom. The youngsters around supposing him in 
the hands of a detective interceded affectingly for 
their brother and never before nor since was a mor- 
tal so befathered. A youngster, however, happen- 
ed to be there who knew and whispered his ident- 
ity nor ever yet was a popular sire so quickly be- 
reft of his children! A girl in her tenth year camo 
next and last the youngest, Carr, three days from 
his seventh birthday. His wandering prospensity 
about London made him famous in Bow St. among 
the police, from whom he received so much kind- 
ness in pennies, candies, edibles and molly coddhng 
he cared not how often he found his way thither. 
But bidding adieu to those dear and fond ones — 
his bosom Mend dearer than all, he tore himself 
away, met his companion at the depot, acdembait 
ed on a train for Liverpool in anticipation of that 
empire has fluttered to the west. 

Often yet his thoughts reverted to the kind asso- 
ciates of years together with the inmates of his 
home. 
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Yfl friends of the friendless adieu 

Who in King's famed asylum abide — 
May the loj^^ic of facts i-hine through you 

The genius of healing preside. 
To London's tried ranks still endeared 

By sympathy's cordial redress, 
May the evils by vice often reared 

Be reduced — become strikingly less. 

Until seldom the knife any more 

In the hand of a Ferguson loom 
And the wards' hollow echoea encore — 

*For all suffering >et there is room/ 
For better than sewers running ale, 

Or conduits high spouting old wine. 
To preserve one in brotherly hail — 

Is a kinship in feeling divine. 

If one smile we have captured from pain, 

Or ono feeUng raised never to die 
In those patients we see not again — 

They will meet us to Mess heaven high. 
And if I haste across the wide ocean 

My own, for the sweet sake of you — 
He will sure who implants this devotion 

Add 3'et to the past a bright new. 
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EMBARKATION. 

Some one Las observed that the extended pro- 
longation of youth would cause it to consume itself 
with the fires of its own ardor and cause the heart 
t J sicken by the frequency of hopes deferred. That 
this is so might have been affirmed of one of those 
gentlemen just alighted from a hansom and dis- 
appearing into that extended building adjoining 
the large folding gate. You might have guessed 
from his prompt movements and address even then, 
though a wreck comparatively, what the fires of 
youthful ardor had been — that probably they led 
to the too noti« eable result. By a singular coin- 
cidence his early days were passed in Liverpool, in 
the Blue-Coat School partly, and partly in an un- 
cle's hardware store. Thence he traversed Normal, 
"Ragged and British schools — Medical and Theolo- 
gical Institutes — with a versatility hardly credible. 
Whatever he undertook was as a unit and a big one 
too until all too early for his ambition — he was 
struck down and forced to accept the filial care his 
prpsperous children were prompt to offer. He vas 
at that time a man of about fifty years of age of 
middle size and rather emaciated figure. His face 
was pale, cheeks sunk, sockets hollow. The feat- 
ures yet were pleasing and regular and their harcF^ 
ness enchanced by a keen blue eye. We say eye 
for the paralysis left him with this peculiarity — 
while one was normal the other always turned up 
to an angle of some 40 degrees, hardly ever closed 
and, in the darkness, of a brilliance truly startUng. 
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His garments were sober black, augmented by a 
long surtout and on bis head a superfine billicock. 
Such was Vagor s partner in the perils and toils 
anticipated. But he himself was no less the vi'V 
tim of youth's fitful fever. Just 30 years before, in 
1841, a Border youth of 15, radiant with vim and 
confidence he had passed through these folding 
doors to the warm, hearty embrace of reverend par- 
ents and a brother restored after an absence of " tea 
years. Now in 1871 after all those years of inces- 
sant struggle he penetrated again those sacred 
shrines jet held by a member of the family — a sis- 
ter with her husband and progeny. They had 
prospered so as to add house to house — from busi- 
ness success not alone, but also a handsome legacy, 
while he alas! alas! 

The old story. — While Fortune deigns to m-^et 
some with both hands full others are all their lives 
only tantalized to exclaim. *Thou art so near and 
yet so far.' 

At all events they received our travellers . kindly 
aud entertained them royally duriug two days stay 
in port — What were our pilgrim's emotions on this 
occasion m^y be more easily conceived than des- 
cribed. Somewhat no doubt after the old song 

"He ran through ilka weel kenned room 

In hopes to meet friens there — 
He saw where ilk ane used to sit 

And hang o'er mony a chair. — 
Till soft remembrance threw a veil 

Across his starry eyne: 
He steeked the door and sobbed aloud 

To think on auld langsyne." 

Two of the three who had welcomed him in 1841 
had crossed the shadowy valley but tho other — his 
brother — still occupied his old desk in the Dock- 
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yard office. To him one day was devoted the other 
to friecds of his comrade in vicissitule. 

The third morning, 22nd Sept. 1871, before the 
workmen hied away to toil they were aboard the 
S[)ain — a new large magnificent steamer of the 
NjitionalLine, about to make her second trip across 
the Atlantic. She was near the centre of the river 
between Princes Parade and Birkenhead Decks, 
and the passengers, not aboard until then, came 
with their impediments from the Landing Stage in 
a small packet. On their receplion and disposition 
after the numbers of their b rths occured no small 
amount of skurrying. Such tugging hauling, and 
effort to prevent being *done,' or their chattels ap- 
propriated! Our friends we may say possessed 
their souls in patience though in this case we must 
confess to their own hurt. Their furniture for the 
vo^-t^e, nallys uperior, had been looled and when 
they descended into* the hold to which all had been 
primarily lowered they had Hobson's choice — to 
take the residue or none at all. But they only en- 
joyed the position as their providence in this res- 
pect catered only for old ocean — a votive offering 
at tl e end of the trip. 

On the attainment of order and seronity our exile 
came on deck to reconnoiter thosa storied shores 
and pass in detail the angels of memory pressing 
around him. To him at least as standing there by 
the taffrail one sweeping glanee took in a panor- 
uma suggestive of truth far more strange than fi •- 
tion, and illustrative of Macaulay's remark concern- 
ing the Count of Lauzun — "His life was stranger 
tban the dreams of other people." 

He saw in th^t trim villa over there two h irbor 
clerks descanting on native spoils, antiques, and je- 
lics of old Eoman occupation, a little southerly a 
lad, th3 printers imp, trudging along, a large 
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mounted map upon his shoulder, singing or whist- 
ling as he goes over the flowery downs to the cas- 
tle of an old Cheshire knight, to whom he will sub- 
mit proof; anon two chums on a holiday sauntering 
around Wallasey Pool, elated with luxuriance, 
brightness, and joy — the green carpet of grass, 
young crops of grain, gay j^hedgerows and varied 
multicolored wild flowers so attractive to pent up 
city boys. How bright to ^them the golden sun- 
shine, the clustering daises, the white lights of the 
chestnut, the showy lilacs, laburnums and haw- 
thorns! Hovv inspiring the airy concert — the lark 
as bounding up and uttering his rapture— the bea 
humming his satisfaction as he revels in nectar-^ 
the insects as they buzz through (he subtile ether! 
Still on a little way and we come to Woodside 
Ferry where, with a familiar nod at the collector, 
indicating a yearly subscriber, a young artizan 
passes through the turnstile and on to a cozy res- 
idence on Albion I'errace. A scene undelible 
greets him on entering — a youthful beautiful mat- 
ron bright with welcome's grace and garrulous of 
baby's traits and wiles — *For smiles from reasons 
flow.' It is indet d home — *the resort of love, of 
joy and peace where supporting and supported 
polished friends and dear relations mingle into 
bliss.' Sweeping around a small arc of a circie we 
scan the Lancashire ^hore, the site of Liverpool — 
densest peopled of English cities. Away off yon- 
der at the ht^rizon's rim by Cropper's dingle we 
have the birthplace of headlong Garry and also of 
emotions impossible to define. Nearer we strike 
the old Boiler Yard and again have in view the 
fearless faithful Finney high on his smoke-stack 
discoursing sweetest gospel music through a dialect 
most uncouth — comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual, that theer to this heer. Talk of heroism! 
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There in that fustian jacket and supieme disregard 
of grammar and ridicule, is its angel. How oiten 
is it forgotten by the most cultured ard amiable 
that Christianity is no system devised by and to 
human reason on which to soar to felicity? no spi- 
der's subtle thread projected into air by which the 
schemer may raise himself to happiness — but con- 
tains a pure and undefiled truth founded on facts 
capable of bearing the examination of every up- 
right and enhghtened mind. We have no doubt 
our vulcan's simplicity and directness won for h:s 
master a rich revenue of glory and who would not 
pray for many duplicates of such an evangelist. 

Still standing by the taffrail and continuing to 
box this pregnant circle every rood of ground along 
the shore teems with objects of recognition. The 
waters laving the yard now left beh nd, gemmed 
withshining nymphs and swains laughing aLd leap- 
ing in the sparkling spray — the docks and basins 
crowded over by all kinds of craft, chiefly of Portu- 
gal, ^pain and Greece, with freight regaling every 
sense, the offices in which his desk overlooking the 
cove on which dance the boats and scows of market 
toilers or jolly young watermen who, for a fee, "was 
wont for to ply." Beside him the friends antiquar- 
ian and artist — frolicking Clarke, stately Boyle, 
chaffey Bradey, and his own dear elder brother so 
chagrined at his leaving the employ. — The brainey, 
genial Strorg, too early to his lovt rs and admirers 
is with his fathers. 

Right over against the Spain there in Stanley 
Basin is his old office and factotum Jor, the jovial 
f^uperint* ndcL't just poking in his head with the 
announcement — 'Larry sez you're a gay fellow.' 
Then come the lasin he first entered with his de- 
\oted North thirty years ago and docks whence 
sailed away a brother and three sisters — of whom 
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one is not, aud one the brother lost in the great far 
west or amid those fields *stand dressed in living 
greeu.' There where now the prisoned waters bear 
leviathans afloat, he sees his comrade and himself 
buffet the waves with hearts of controversy — the 
h 5art of that other self now reposing far away In 
some sacred prairie. But even on a vast praire 
without chait or guide could he feel more alonjB or 
n)oi'e overwhelmed by a sense of seclusion thjEuj 
now, as he stands there on a spacious deck crowd- 
ed with scions from all lands. The very proximity 
'O his boyhood's home and close relationship 
ashore, renders the contrast more strikingly pain- 
f iL And what an unomalous position his — enough 
to win a sign from the ships timber! England- wide 
from his loving partner and youngest quai^tette, 
ocean-wide from the eldest quartette — 
four of English and four of ^Scottish 
birth, and how many concurring events 
necof^saryto a reunion in the far away adopted 
land! How many throws of the dice before they 
turn up a doable six for air- ady the two eldest have 
expectations! 

Unconsciously he is beiug taught the last lesson 
that we learn — to submit ourselves to a guiding 
hand to trust our wants and aims without hurry to 
the mind that furnishes ns with knowledge to reg- 
ulate our aflfection unto safe indulgence. Already 
while yet a miserable doubter he had been appre 
bended by omnipotent mercy and soothed into 
qniet assurance, and we may now suppose him 
elucidating the remarks of Dr. Moore — "A believer 
confident that the Father loves all that man ought 
to lo^^e far better than a maa can d ) leaves wife, 
children, friends, to the gracious conduct of his 
careful hand." — and so turning to regard the wel- 
fare of his infirm friend who had only the day 
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previous shown the effects of undue excitement 
and called forth his most disciplined ability. 

This interest too in itself was probably a boon as 
it debarred unhealthy and morbid reflections, feel- 
ings, imaginings. The sweet consciousness that 
through these cares and toils he was making pro- 
gress onward was a joyous stimulant and thus with 
much composure he watched the vessel cross the 
harbor's bar and steam along the land and main far 
from his mother isle with all its hallowed ties and 
treasures. The noble Tennyson might well have 
had this large experience. — 

"Walk on, mj soul, nor crouch to agony, 

Turn clouds to light and bitterness to joy, 
And droBS to gold with glorious alchemy. 

Basing thy throne above the world's annoy — 
ReigD thou above the 6^torms of sorrow, ruth 

That roar beneath; unshaken peace h a th won thee: 
So shalt thou pierce the woven glooms of truth 

So shall the blessing of the meek be on thee." 
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TRANSIT. 

If we can see day through a little hole wo can- 
not guess the first thing that day may braii^ us, 
and the question here comes with s'artling ]) ifhos, 
"If ye then be not able to do that thing which is 
least why take ye thought for the rest?" D ) you 
not see even by the argumentum ad homlnem that 
in quietness and confidence is your strength. 

"Let me tell you," says Spurgeon, "it is the quiet 
man, the meek man who is always hard to be turn- 
ed aside from his purpose. When a man is pas- 
sionate and easily excited you have only to wait a- 
while and he will cool down, perhaps chill down 
be^ow zero. The first will work in God's way and 
will not put forth his hand to snatch a premature 
success at the expense of principle. He is quiet 
because he is sure, patient because he is strong, 
gentle because he is firm.'' 

This is as true of day on the deep as of day on 
shore — of the temper fittest for sea as laud. A 
laugh lb] e instance of the folly of anticipa^ ing, the 
crack of doom from a dreary outlook was given one 
morning by an innocent Irish lad. The bull's-eye 
light in the side of the ^cabin fell suddenly back 
and the spray from the leaping waves daslied 
through the orifice to his groat dismay. Running 
to the ])lace he seized the disc and held it against 
the audacious intruder wh le ho frightfully bawled, 
"0 come and help keep the say out! ' His appeal 
at first raised only a boisterous laugh but soon a 
squat, good-n*itured, sturdy little Scot of really gi- 
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gaulic streDj>tb, went to his aid and < asily latched 
the obstruction. 

The trouble and weakness Of a hasty defective 
temper was illustrated in a manner hardly less hid- 
icrous. A continental of some kind wh) ha 1 pre- 
viously been in the States, had got hold of a quaint 
expressiim which he used forcibly on occasions to 
show dissent or disgust. This phrase the ears of 
the islanders had latched only as an oflFense to de- 
cency and soon in grotesque scorn they affixed it to 
the individual using it, until the poor fellow was 
aweary of his ocean-world if not of life itself. On 
deck, in the cabin, and even in his hammock he was 
invoked by that epithet and teased into the arms of 
Morphens. 

Our friends of a somewhat philosophic turn soon 
began to take bearings and interest themselves in 
their shipmates and the boundless restless element 
around. Among other things the sounds of the dif- 
ferent languages and tricks of speech. The racy 
rattling French as in Je ne peux pas restez, I can- 
not stay, tripping lightly from the lips like grain 
from a sieve — the palatal Italian, the guttural Ger- 
man with which Voltaire would face the devil; th ) 
hiatus of the Cockney and the birr of the North- 
umbrian as I wont suffoch it for I wont suffer it — 
fell under comment and the epithet Square' by our 
Lflncashire friend who yet retained a strong savor 
< f his calf ground. Observing still more curiously 
they had no lack of entertainment. The pjisseng- 
ers seemed animated each of his own manner of 
spirit which often stamped itself on the visig ) au I 
suggested possibilities only too boldly. One in- 
stance of this deduction. The berths of our friends 
wei e first in order on the left as looking astern af- 
ter descending the cabin stairway. Bofore them a 
cross bar was suspended well supplied with hooks 
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and all of them appropriated. A large satchel 
hung directly in front of Vagor rt berth owned by a 
lively red haired Hibei:nian. In the first alloy 
ahead were a few character^ of the same national- 
ity — the worst specimens thereof we may well 
hope. 

Their Lmguage was coarse and conduct so ag- 
gressive they irritated the Germans even to the 
throttling point, and only that they had discretion 
inough to read this sign, their vitality migh^ have 
be«'n called in question. But they yet showed the 
deviltry was in them by slashing right across the 
s itchel spoken of and taking therefrom two bottles 
of usquebaugh destined for some friend in Amer- 
ica. Not contented with the aggravated thieft, af- 
ter using the contents they mal ciously stuck the 
bottles under our hero's niattras!4. Of coui-se a 
search was instituted and results as stated but, 
before the indignant pilgrim could exclaim or dis- 
claim either, the owner at once exonerated him 
from all b'ame. He had alr« ady struck a due and 
requested only his forbearance until workcnl out. 
The surmise proving correct he brought the cnlpiits 
to terms so decisive that thenceforth as children 
they were seen and not heard — they feared and rea- 
j-onably they general esprit de corps. 

All this only proved with a vengeance their fac- 
ial theory; for *if ever vile poverty and his rabble 
rout were personified it was on this occasion. You 
might detect on one or other the stamp of reckless 
strife, unquiet care, weak loJ^s of time, consuming 
dieacl, displeasure *lomj)ish and full sullen sad." 

O Poverty how dreadful must thou be to him 
with brain unfnn ished — him ^\ho lacks all thought 
and moral vim! W hat woi der that he seeks the 
cup oblivious, grateful for home kindling res[)ite 
from rating care! Hard enough it is for him pos- 
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sessiiig thought and culture's forces and resource ^ 
to overcome fell hunger counselling ill, and the 
lotos cup of sensuality. Have pity then O man of 
favored fortune on the poor unlettered — ay dissi- 
pated if you will — and seek ever to cheer aud alle- 
viaie uncondemned. Even knowing what they 
have done we know not what has be^n resisted or 
h(^w we would have stood their ordeal. These as- 
pects and occurrences, in passing affected little the 
com].)l8ceEcy of Vagor used to demonstrations of 
minds diseased as w< 11 as bodies, but they had a 
painful influence on his infirm friend — lie became 
Lcrvous, sleepless, excisable. Once towards mid- 
night the former awoke to find him dressed cap-a- 
pic-billycock on head, overcoat donned, grip in one 
hand, umbrella in the other — determined to leave 
the ship then about mid-ocean. Hastily diessii g 
J e sought to detain him atd win him back to his 
rcost overhead; but, so set in him was t'e purpo.^e 
to quit, an apjDeal to the physicians or physical 
fc rce was necessary. 

He seemed literally to sleep with one eye open; 
for, whenever anyone descended the stairs, that 
ccck eye gleamed upon him shining out of the dark- 
ness like the steady light of the glowwoim! Watch- 
irg the effect of that on its legitimate subjects 
frc m his cot beneath,Kit v as at first puzzled to see 
their obnoxious neighbors most prone to shy out of 
its focus, but soon the mystery was solved. Con- 
science made cowards even of them and they were 
overheard wondering whether he had discovered 
that they had eaptiu-ed his outfit on embarking. 
This episode excepted the voyage was not un pleas- 
ant. To occupy the mind and interest his compan- 
ion they spent all the time possible en deck pursu- 
ing their speculations, cultivating humanity varied 
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by every clime and discipline, and enjoying at once 
the poetry of rest and motion. There is nothing so 
convincing as a sea- home to demonstrate the unity 
of the human race — the eye will look, love and sym- 
pathy to the eye that speaks again though the ton- 
gue cannot frame one syllable in common. 
Their special associates were a family from North- 
umberland, a few Londoners, and the little coun- 
treyman already introduced. He was an intelli- 
gent fellow of indomitable humor and had lived 
long in the Metropolis — had probably donned the 
tweed and Glengarry for convenience, or was it an 
acknowledgment of a heart in the Highlands? And 
this recalls an article once read in a prominent Re- 
view. The writer commenting on the fa(^t that men 
of Scottish birth in riper years return to their native 
doric, inferred they could only have second-class in- 
tellects; we think his intellect must have been sing- 
ulary inflated to sit in judgment on such minds as 
those of Campbell the poet, Carlyle the Philosoph- 
er, Lords Mansfield, Wedderburn, Campbell and 
Brougham who passed to the top of their profes- 
sions. This very recurrence to early attitudes, to 
the mind of a noted scientist, aflfords only an un- 
answerable proof of the soul's immortahty. **It is 
delightful," he says, "to thiuk that the mind is in- 
dependent of time, and not affected by that decay 
which wastes the body, and in the end brings it to 
the dust. Were there no other proof of the mind's 
immortality — no other hope of a life beyond the 
grave that alone w^ould be a demonstration of it as 
clear and satisfactory as we can obtain of any truth 
whatever. And why should there not be peculiar- 
ities in heaven? Why not the play of humor? 
Would it not be pleasant to fly around the different 
sect exhibitions at their best and chaff the dear 
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Saints sure of invincible good nature and loving en- 
joyment? 

When opportunity offered he stole away to look 
down ard around on that imposing plain whne 
naught but ocean strives — one wave rising only to 
be displaced by its fellow and that again in turn. 
At thy rebuke they fled, at the voice of thy thunder 
they hasted away. "What an excellent illustration of 
life's surroundings? It seems, says divine philos- 
ophy, that the same particle of matter does not 
abide with it for two moments of time that can be 
separated, or considered as a succession, even in 
thought. It is probable that the same material eye 
never sees two successive objects. How striking to 
think that the matter which passes thus from.death 
to death through life and is not a measurable mom- 
ent on its passage, bears upon its invisible and rap- 
id wings all the information that we receive; and all 
the happiness that we enjoy. It delights us with 
softness in touching with raciness in tasting, with 
perfume in smelling, with music in hearing and 
with all the world in seeing. 

Well might Jeremiah exclaim — "Ah Lord God, 
there is nothing too hard for thee. Great in coun- 
sel and mighty in work." Often he stood abstract- 
ed intent to appearance on the ship's flight through 
the waves — the miles were measured from his is- 
land home, but his eyes were with his heart and 
that was with his Burleigh Britishers at play 

Or nobly bent on some devout emprise 
To cheer his dame with unalloyed surprise. 

Were they safe and well? Was she thinking — 

"What? a week away? Seven days and nights 
Eight Ecore, eight horns? and lovers' absent hours 
More tedious than the dial eight score times? 
O weazy reckoningr* 
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It might have been such a prekide led her to 
start up one evening confident that she felt his 
arms loving pressure upon her bosom and him to 
realize his return thither in a mauner so vivid and 
coincident that it baffled all his philosophy. As he 
lay in his bunk a little more than halfway over he 
thought himself at home again, fully conscious of 
all the concurrent circumstances. Lived and act- 
ed three days before waking. So dazed was he 
thereafter he could not tell whether he had been at 
home in the body by imagination or really out of 
the body! 

"Star to star vibrates light: may soul to soul 
Strike through a finer element of her own?" 

Do the German mothers catch shy glimpses of 
the inspiration of truth when they close the mouths 
of sleeping children lest the soul should issue forth 
in mouselike form, and the real dangers incurred 
by the mouse be incurred by the infant? As also 
the Bohemians who, it is said, fear to go to bed 
thirsty lest the soul wandering forth should per- 
chance fail to find its way back again? And by the 
way would it not be an advantage if more of a class 
of thirsty souls went wandering nights and never 
found their way back to their sleeping partners? 

These as suggestions to the curious, but yet 
might it not all arise from that wonderful arrange- 
ment, the human memory? We are always carry- 
ing about with us even in our waking moments a 
consciousness of our past life of the chief places in 
which we have lived, and the chief events in our 
career — a picture in fact of the world with the ob- 
jects localized and set in perspective. This lit up 
by loving fantasy fused the past into living imion 
with the present and so became a real experience. 

lO 
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Howe'er it be we still mxi^i on with the noble 
ship destined to carry our vagabond and his for- 
tunes safe into port. 

AMERICA. 

All hail to thee, America — 

Thou coy and peerless maiden; 
The last, but loved of Freedom's nymphs 

With his bright jewels laden. 
The fearless heart and eagle eye 

With insight caught from heaven 
Untrammeled all by court or king. 

Or pomp or priestly leaven. 

Thy smiles are his of honor bright. 

Of free and brave heart action, 
Who moves in loving, loyal lines, 

Whatever be his faction. 
Thy broad and glovnng, varied zone, 

Holds charms for wisest rover — 
To fire the weak and win the strong 

The wide and wild seas over. 

The Swede so bright and debonuair. 

Fair Dane, and tall Norwayan, 
The gaUant Frank, and German stout 

With swai'tby, bold Biscayan 
Press on to share thy virgin sweets 

With hardy Kelt and Roman — 
Old Scotland's calm intrepid son. 

And England's sturdy yeoman. 

Here shores embrace a shining world 

And lakes in seas are trending, • 
And fields are lost in prairies vast. 

And earth with heaven is blendinp;! 
Thus end my toils, America — 

In thine and heaven's caressing 
With more of life and fuller dowered 

For ever blessed and blessing. 
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GIGZAGS. 

No lessons, we are told, are so impressive as 
those our mistakes teach us, and so inadequate had 
been our rover's conceptions of the new world that 
the magnificent panorama approaching the city 
brought him to a stand, and rendered him incap- 
able of breaking it up into manageable details. Yet 
as things in motion sooner catch the eye than that 
not stirs, the ships outward bound saluting and 
cheering them as they met, specially excursion 
packets floating with band music, while from the 
crowded decks waved handkerchiefs, hats, parasols, 
emphasizing their ringing welcome, failed not to 
inspire emotions distinct enough for perpetual re- 
membrance. Thus they passed on to their refuge on 
the Hudson — the attractive outcome of a still more 
attractive river. 

The invalid expected to meet his two sons from 
Pokeepsie or a daughter visiting in Brooklyn, but 
they had mistimed the arrival — and thus, like the 
babes in the wood the friends were left to wander 
up and down the gloomy aisles of the barrack. No 

Eersuasion could induce the timid invalid to quit its 
arrieis, and thus the night was passed in search 
of a soft spot whereon to rest their wearied frames; 
beneath the lofty dome, amoog the orange stalls 
and groaning boards of Castle Garden. The Greek 
after his voyage found such a spot on which was 
the enchanted stem which tasting 
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**Tlie gusbing of the wave 
Far, far away did seem to moarri and rave 
On alien shores; and if his fellow spake 
His voice was thin, ;is voices from the grave; 
And deep asleep he seemed yet all awake 
And music in his ears his beating heart did 

[make." 

Glad enough would one British voyager have 
been if his voice had seemed thus thin and far off 
to his companion, but his heart made only discord 
as invoking those who were not. Distracted him- 
self he gave Vagor no time even for reverie— 

•*To muse and brood ar^d live again in memory 
With those old faces of our infancy 
Heaped over with a mound of grass 
Two handfuls of white dust, shut in an urn of 

[brass." 

They found no lotos plant indigenous to the new 
soil and the sun had nearly reaclied the zenith the 
day following before an effort was made to solve the 
mystery of the non-arrival. Our optimist then se- 
curing his friend's promise to wait his return sal- 
lied forth for Brooklyn. He reached the place 
whither directed to learn that the yoimg lady Was 
probably with him then, and, returning without de- 
lay,he found the surmise correct, as also the broth- 
ers present. 

A few hours of sight-seeing over, they purchased 
tickets for Pokeepsie and proceeded to take in from 
the cars the proud scenery and storied glories of 
the Hudson — admirable beyond island conception. 
The lamp lights had just begun to corruscate — to 
cast their beams over the late resounding streets 
when the party arrived at their terminus. Earnest- 
ly they entreated Vagor to remain, to tarry at least 
for the night, but his heart was beating only pro- 
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gress, and on he sped a dark, devi ous, and untried 
way of about four miles. He had gone scarcely a 
mile away from the city lights when he was bronght 
up in a wrong path; but luckily he struck a kind 
African %ho, while stronly urging his return, 
showed him the desired way. Probably two miles 
more and he came to diverging roads which again 
brought him up sharp. A pause ensued but as the 
country around gave no sign he soon started oflf the 
other way thinking an} thing better than imacti on — 
Davie Cosckett to the contiary, notwithstanding. 
A walk of about half a mile brought him up on a 
kind of plateau or common as he judged, for aught 
resembling a pathway was none, and so at length 
he was forced to wait developements. Presently a 
cunicle containirg two objects came slowly up the 
ascent. Promptly addressing them he was told to 
retrace his steps to the fork and take the despised 
route which within the distance of a mile would 
bring him to the habitation he sought. This he 
did and happily reached, but not yet was all well — 
The night near the third watch — the head of the 
house absent — timid women only within— and with- 
out a lajge shaggy detective awfully displeased,had 
nearly frustrated everything and compelled him to 
] ass another night sub jove on Columbia's world- 
rrnowEcd ai d hospitable shore. The lastantagonist 
first he met and uveicame for, fortified by intrepi- 
dity, he posbessc d a forty zoic power — a circum- 
stance the sagacious canine se( med to appreciate 
since, as nothing short of violence could arrest the 
intruder he demurely walked across the lawn and 
awaited the isf-ue. The response to his appeal 
(ameslcwl} — Who's there? The name given and 
ol j(ct C'f Lis visit, he failed to remove their dis- 
trust-^ was just on the point of withdrawing when 
his dargbter who had retired happened to hear the 
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concluding accents and sprung up with the shout — 
It is he — iather has come! AVhat followed can best 
be expressed by oblivion. 

He found the mistress of the house a Baltimore- 
an who had undergone the Civil war experience, 
and, had General Butler heard the enldgiume of 
him and course pursued by him from this refined 
and beautiful lady's lips, his ears must have tin- 
gled for days together. 

The next night found him at Pine Plains — the 
home of his third daughter — and enjoying patroon 
hospitality: with the morn the host, catching the 
inspiration from his exemplary spouse, drove him 
on to Shekomoko where his eldest resided — after 
which with renewed heart and hope he faced for 
Western New York whither his son had preceded. 
Having to go through Pokeepsie he visited his 
old friend and found him desirably located — the 
recipient of the care of a smiling daughter and the 
love of two pious, prosperous sons. The poet Bry- 
ant may have caught inspiration from such a scene. 

"True, time will sear and blanch my brow. 

Well — I will sit with aged men 
And my good glass will tell me how 

A griesly beard becomes me then. 
And should no foul dishonor he 

Upon my head when I am gray 
Love yet may search my fading eye 

And emooth the path of my decay.*' 

Not vet, however, to our rover was the set, gniy 
life and sympathetic' end — his course was onward 
until endurance became sinewed with action. 

He took the ten p. m. train for Highlow which 
he might reach next day in time to dincr-to greet 
his son and, could it be? his baby sister — three and 
twenty years a stranger! Not only these but the 
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eldest who 12 long years had been mourned as 
dead! Betimes, overcome by the pressure of 
crowding thoughts and incidents, he slept, while 
being borne swiftly on to the solution of his quer- 
ies. Often he started confused at some familiar 
name sung out in a style suggestive of the chanted 
litany. Albany — the suburb of his native county 
town! Syracuse — Sicilian Syracuse — the scene of 
the triumphs of Marcellus and the shining Archi- 
medes of Eureka fame! Troy — Achilles, Homer, 
Troilus and Shakespeare! Eome! Rochester! — 
Powers inventive! Can the Arab find 500 terms 
for a horse and your favorite Yankee not one for a 
village! The plagiarest! Or is it that the worlds 
are kin and dear to each other as life's own ruddy 
stream? It is said that the thoughtful dread the 
effect of every increase of knowledge on the whole 
intellect and Vagor was a good illustration of the 
irritating effects of some kinds of increase. The 
inner shrines o4 his consciousness was rudely 
shocked and Rome enshrined was Rome no more! 
But he is. now at the beginning of the end — the 
next change from the cars may be final. To what 
soi*t of outlook has he come? Can this elevated 
grove around which he is winding fringe Highlow 
the capital of Cataract County? Yes, and well 
named it is — there is the high land, and here the 
low — the flats! Can you read Ihe riddle, my read- 
ers? It is now a city of about 18,000 inhabitants 
and a railroad centre. Through it flows the Erie 
Ditch or Raging Canal doscencUng from the moim- 
tain ridge by a tier of 5 locks of 12 feet each 
through which boats are parsed down and up a 
height of 60 feet. It is 60 miles west from Roch- 
ester, 25 from Lake Erie, 8 from Ontario, 18 from 
the matchless Falls — the world's reminder of the 
collapse of Adam, and Henry Ward Beecher badly 
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bedeviled by the misplacement of a pair of boots. 
He says I moralized upon that infirmity that puts a 
man's peace at the mercy of a Dutchman's chalk. 
Had he written 78 I had been a good natured man, 
looking at Niagara Falls in its winter dress. He 
wrote 77 and I fumed, saw only my own FaUs and 
spent the day in Buffalo. 

The depot of the N. T. C. is on the northern rim 
of the plateau and eastern side of the canal, here 
spanned by a fine railway bridge and, on a much 
lower grade for pedestrians only, a convenient tran- 
sit. Northwardjfrom Depot Hill as it is called, the 
view especially in summer is charming. One busy 
street with its popular tramway winds down the 
hill and is lost in an avenue of wide spreading 
trees — a little beyond on the same sweeping curve 
is the canal, the teams with their drivers plodding 
cheerily on and the boats gliding lazily "swan and 
double.'' Nearly opposite our view — point, the sur- 
plus water overflows and circles aiiDund as if loth 
to leave an enchanting height green to its summit. 
Immense lumber yards, saw and paper mills, a pail 
factory, smelting and aluminum works adorn this 
well utilized creek, formed so economically. 

Thvs art can transmit even Erie Ditch wrack 
Into gold for the palms of each Jackson or Jack — 
A treasure-trove trending to Fahren and Keep 
To all its live patrons awake or asleep! 

Below this are the habitations comprising Lower 
Town of which the streets are rectangular, spacious 
and shaded by the accomodating maple. Beyond 
a large stretch of campaign country varied by every 
shade of living green and bounded at the whole 
horizon by the gleaming mirror of Lake Beautiful 
or in native parlance the Ontario. We speak of 
the present year of grace 18 — . Of course a dozen 
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years ago the details would not at all apply. The 
habitation our traveler sought he found in the Up- 
per Town off the Avenue. Raising the latch — a 
neighbor had assured him of the presence of his 
sister and niece — he walked boldly in. They hap- 
pened to be in the rear of the house so, casting 
down his grip and laying himself along on the 
sofa — he calmly awaited the issue. The fii-st who 
entered was his niece who though startled, looking 
again and again, strangely surmised the truth — re- 
tiring without speaking to prepare her mother for 
a surprise. 

Omitting the meeting — time had dealt gently 
with his sister though she had undergone much 
tiial as instance her husband's death shortly after 
ariiving-r-a child subsequently, and her own ener- 
gies her means of support. She was no worse, 
however, than the brave Irishwoman left destitjite 
who, when asked by the *court' whether she had 
any visible means of support replied — "three, your 
honor." Asked what ^ they wera she ansv/ered — 
"Me health, me two hands, and me God!" At this 
time to all seeming his sister had bravely broken 
the back of her trouble and was reaping the reward 
of her family devotion — the two eldest sons were 
stalwart boatmen and the youngest a moulder's ap - 
prentice — the daughter an affectionate attendant. 
His other anticipations were equally propitious — 
the long-mourned sister with her husband were 
well and well located, his son fully employed and 
thus he could look the future in the face. We say in 
the face advisedly for that is probably all the most 
learned can exact ficm that sphinx. Man arrives a 
novice at every age of life and hence there is log'c 
as well as wisdom in the question — Why be anxi- 
ous about the future? 

Have you not God to prepare it for you as tend- 
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erly as years ago your mother prepared your ^cra- 
dle? There is no other ultimatum. 

"For others' follies teach us not, 
Not much their wisdom teaches 

And most of sterhng worth is what 
-Our own experience preaches." 
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HIGHLOW MFG. CO. ' 

Time 6 a. m. — "Hullo Mr. Brown! What are you 
doing up at this time o* morning?" 

"Oh I'm trying to scare up an appetite for my 
breakfast. Why are you up so early?" 

"I'm trying to scare up a breakfarst for my ap- 
petite." 

Pretty much after this position was our adven- 
turer's — but instead of scaring up the supply for 
one — he could not exact even that from a widowed 
sister — he had to scare it up for half a dozen along 
with the means of transport hither! 

As experience alone was reliable to it he appeal- 
ed and the suggestion was — ^o to teaching. But 
that calling by Republican wisdom was Boycotted 
or more correctly Petticoated to such as he, for the 
fair dames generally bore the ferule of instruction. 
Place aux dame s is no idle phrase in this land as a 
few statistics will show. In the ten cities of Balti- 
more, Boston, Brooklyn, Chicago, Cincinnati, New 
Orleans, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco 
and St. Louis together, there are 12,719 public 
school teachers of whom 11,540 are women. "Go 
to book-keeping' — Where? Where are the ship- 
ping, dockage, railway offices needing help? *Then 
go to work.' Aha, Madam Mentor, you think 
you are spaait eh! But have you forgotten our se- 
cret? How can I in honor with one unskilled hand 
proffer to do the skilled work of two? You know I 
have never performed an operative's duties. 'No I 
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don't, my boy— Can you not do your best for the 
sale of your own? You did not hesitate in the 
crowded tavern to force the stolen coin out of a fist 
backed by two pugilistic arms and are you now 
going to funk? Don't be afraid they will over pay 
you.' All right, old lady, more power to you! I'll 
do something — and he (fid. 

There was a large Hydraulic Factory in the city 
employing nearly 300 hands and in this, the 5th 
day after his advent was found the ex-professor 
chipping, filing, and cleaning hydrants. The two 
last operations were not diflicult but the first, in 
having to use hammer and chisel was very exacting 
and for this reason — a disparity in the length and 
strcEgth of his arms — the secret to which we refer- 
red. When he was measured for his uniform at 
King's the left arm and shoulder were found defec- 
tive by six inches in length and proportionately 
emaciated; but as the duty implied only address 
and penmanship the cloth was cut accordingly and 
the fact dismissed. Before he could adjust his 
stroke to the accidental radius many unmerited 
strokes fell on poor Johnny Thumbkins and many 
serio-comic glances en himself. Every difliculty 
was yet overcome and in a short time he could per- 
foim his duties acceptably at least* His pains and 
enterprise were rewarded in the blest consciousness 
of duty fulfilled, "A man," some one says, '*who 
can give up dreamhig and go to his daily realities, 
who can control his heart, its love or woe, and take 
to the hard work of his hand, who defies fate and, 
if he must die, dies fighting to the last — that man 
is life's best hero." But had one attributed hero- 
ism to him for this humble toil as he stood or sat 
among the piles of damp sand erased \>y him he 
would have smiled incredulously; for his joy in 
doing — in making progress even thus was almost 
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full. Nor was his devotion unmarked elsewhere 
and friends arose to proffer the advance required so 
that within the space of three months he had given 
to him the hallowed request of his lips the morn- 
ing of his departure from London! The whole 
family ten were now cis-Atlantics — not one awant- 
ing though having to cross a stretch of ocean 3000 
miles in extent in four detachments and at all sea- 
sons! It is such a proof of infinite tenderness 
makes one feel an integer of praise and leads him 
to repentance — a right understanding of God's grac- 
ious, glorious character, and his own wretched in- 
sensibility thereto in the past. It has been dem- 
onstrated that each number from 1 to 10 in history 
as in science has its own pecuUar meaning and 
Vagor's relative standing in a land whose business 
is conducted decimally, conduced to a higher plat- 
form of gratitude. When he read that the Jews 
cast lots to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem 
how suggestive of favor to him since his family had 
been gathered entire — that ten men of the servants 
of Gideon threw dOwn the altar of Baal, how read- 
ily he might infer the destruction of even poverty's 
hitherto unconquerable bar — that the psalmist 
praised God on an instrument of ten strings, how 
prompt might be the ejaculation.O that each heart of 
this deciad were a string or chord harmonious in 
God's own ear — resonant of the joy of his salva- 
tion. 

We have not considered too curiously, for think- 
ing nurseth thinking and 

"The rule and conduct of all social life 
Is the great province of Philosophy." 

Nor was fun awanting — lots of it. Specialists 
affirm that every i3erception implies an act of con- 
trast and the first step into the basement in which 
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was our operative would have quickened and tick- 
led the imagination from the abundance of its odd- 
ities and contrasts. "As many men as many minds" 
used to be an old copy — heading — the expression 
proper here would have been as many men as many 
kinds, tongues, or traits. The lathes, too, self-act- 
ing allowing considerable time for intercourse he 
might hg.ve seen groups here and yonder discussing, 
chaffing, or passing some new 'sdl.' There is la- 
conic Dan, a Down easter and professed agnostic; 
Joel Garland, a Yankee and joker in chief; Dutch 
John, the room boss; Macaulay Vempel, a Scotch 
Hollander; Robin Eoyst^, a veteran warrior, and 
etout republican; Van Van, a Canadian German 
and loud monarchist — and, to the credit of each 
and all, the most pungent thrust is thrown oflf by 
indomitable good nature, love of fun and a good 
joke. Once only was a bona fide loss of temper 
and appeal to muscalar vim, caused by discussing 
from what part of the critter came the sirloin. Be- 
sides these might have been seen a group of labor- 
ers asquat, employed on various castings, their re- 
serve work when not assisting machinists, and no 
less on the banter. We may own here thp,t our 
traveler did not escape a *rise* taken out of him 
though he bore it bravely. Ijed into discussion 
somehow, he happened to quote the simile of Syd- 
ney Smith, the reverend wit, which compares life to 
a perforated board where the right peg never finds 
the right hole, a square peg getting thrust into* a 
round hole and vice versa — illustrative of life's dis- 
appointments. On entering mornings he would 
probably find Dan and Joel by their lathes. The 
former might quietly salute him but the latter, his 
arms akimbo with a rich quizzical expression of eye 
would drawl out in a manner irresistibly drolj— - 
**Wen, Kit, have you found the right hobl yet?', 
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But he was the final cause of a ridiculous practi- 
cal joke which, while it affvicte J no o^e in particu- 
lar, was shared in by half-a-dozen Americans of the 
14th or 15th Amendment. 

An iron cylinder about (> inches in diameter and 
ten or twelve feet in length had to be conveyed 
from the yard outside and placed in position on a 
lathe. They so far succeeded readily as to place it 
on a truck convenient to the pulleys; but a little 
finesse was necessary to adjust the ropes prop(irly. 
This done to their satisfaction they began with 
united vim to haul on the tackle. To their groat 
surprise they could not begin to raise it and, af- 
ter renewed efforts paused to consider. "Phat's 
the matter — ^I don't know. You Phil come clost- 
er anundher it — You don't pull an ounce there." 

"Again boys— All together." 

After another long and strong pull they again 
paused, when someone got on his knees and care- 
fully examined ttie tackle to find no cause of ob- 
struction! This increased the mystery since often 
without difliculty they had transferred a shaft 15 
or 16 feet long. They began now to regard one 
the other inquiringly if not with distrust until big 
Jan, setting an example of aspiring courage, leapt 
upon the truck and got a higher purchase. Tue 
rest catching his spirit nobly seconded him with 
all the nerve and brawn that could hang on, and 
still nothing gave except their own heft, upon 
which the hero exclaimed with admiring mouth 
and eyes— "D n, but its heavy." 

At this juncture a machinist from the other 
side of the apartment thought fit to interfere, 
came over, readjusted the ropes, and the work 
was done. A meaning glance at Kit showed he 
had 'twigged' the hitch and was in collusion with 
him, but as no one was specially fooled, every 
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one took it in good part and enjoyed the fun. 
These six bold citizens had attempted the unheard 
of feat of raising the world without a lever. 

Thus passed the winter months happily and not 
rnpicfiiably more ways than one; for, with mater- 
ial ( cmfort, he learned yet more practically the 
liuth of the comparison already quoted — "As ten- 
derly as your mother, years ago, prepared your 
cradle so may God prepare for you your future." 
Those rough and to prejudiced eyes uncouth labor- 
ers evinced a delicacy and courtesy that might have 
shamed the classes, however, upper they towered. 
A heavy lift to be made or some rugged task un- 
dertaken by him would instantly evoke one or more 
volunteers to be as readily accepted by those inter- 
ested. This disposition was the more striking to 
him fi-om the conduct of the aiiiizans as previously 
related. The causes why we will not stop to inves- 
tigate only the fact made a change of yJace partic- 
ularly undesirable. It had to c6me, however, in 
this Ufe of chapters and by means of severe rheu- 
n atii-m. He tried the ablest physicians but in 
vain, and so was forced to give up that position so 
])rrgnant of results and so illustrative of those un- 
assumirg but golden verses from the Toronto 
Mail. 

HOW TO BE HAPPY. 

Arc you almost disgusted with life, httle man? 
I A\ ill tell you a wonderful trick 

Tlmt will bring you contentment if anything can 
Do something for somebody quick 
Do F.c mething for S( mebody quick! 

Are you awfully tired with play, little girP 

Weary, discouraged, and sick? 
I'il tell 30U the loneliest game in the world 

Do something for somebody quick; 

Do seme thing for somebody quick! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TAGOB. 233 

Thongh it rains like the rain of the flood, little 

[man, 
And the clouds are forbidding and thick, 
You can make the sun shine in your soul, little 

[man, 
Do something for somebody quick; 
Do something for somebody quick! 

Though the skies are like braes overhead, little 

rgirl. 
And the wall hke a well-heated brick; 
And all earthly affairs in a terrible whirl — 
Do somethmg for somebody quick; 
Do something for somebody quick! 
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DR. S: T. C. 

No longer is life monotonous — the result of 
development from a single principle. "Take a 
European," says some one, "in any land at 
any work — felling woods in America, fight- 
ing Sikhs in the Punjant, publishing a newspaper in 
Paris, spimiing cotton in Glasgow — you find a man 
who has escaped out of such limitations, who is no 
longer subject to monotony, who acknowledges no 
mould, no hindrance, no artificial standard but is 
free to grow up to the topmost reach of humanity." 
Tliat this is thus may be granted, but this freedom 
to grow I fear was Uttle appreciated by our Vaga- 
bond Britisher. He felt more like the Saxon who 
drelared — "God does not guide me, he pushes me 
forward, cj resmer way.'' Having of necessity tore- 
sign the outcome of his hands he must resort to thatjof 
his head and do the thing nearest — in this case staii; a 
select school. He hired a suitable room over a 
store — a few doors from Main, and hung out a sign 
announcing tuiton in Mathematics, French and 
Classics. 

The result was what might have been expected 
in a city where education was not only^free but of 
the best — a nominal success. After rent and ex- 
penses were deducted the residue was inadequate 
to meet requirements and so, after nearly three 
months trial, he gave up the attempt. Nor was 
this effort altogether in vain. — While his zeal was 
so great as occasionally to eclipse even his insidious 
foe he had the gratification of seeing in one and 
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another the seeds of a nobler life spring up into 
demonstration,the fruits of which may yet, gladden 
the pilgrim on this hither shore. 

His position now was far from enviable. Dis- 
tracted by change and a tenacious disease, owing 
still the money advanced for fares with use, without 
sympathy powerful enough to alleviate his cares, 
he might well adopt the woe-begone attitude of the 
writer cf these lines — "To heaven I turn my long- 
ing eyes where all my hopes are fled." He did not 
however, but the greater his privations more strong- 
ly felt Hope's phoenix spirit bum within, and if 
ever that striking proposition of the poets was ver- 
ified it was in his case — 

"The honest man that's free from all 

Intended fraud or guile 
However fortune kicks the ball 

Has still some cause to smile." 

A kind observing neighbor employed in a Pub- 
lishing office got engagements for two of the boys 
as carriers of Dailies while the eldest who had 
some experience in plumbing, besides his own spec- 
ial calling of furrier, found his time pretty well oc- 
cupied by the City Gas Company. His eldest 
daughter and husband were inmates pro tempore. 

It .was during this period that an incident occur- 
ed of some influence in shaping the future. On 
that night, as long as another and longer too, Dec- 
ember 21st 18 — in a small cottage not a mile from 
Willow St. an event Was under weigh that might 
not brook the light of day — might offer a new rela- 
tive. The doctor there, and poking around as was 
his wont, lit upon a volume entitled the Logic of 
Mathematics — which seemed to him a revelation. 
"The logic of mathematics!" he exclaimed, "Who 
reads this?" 
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"We wish we could do justice to this son of Aes- 
culape — He was in all respects a law unto himself. 
Had published an epic, also a standard Essay on 
LiFanity, and kept the poet's comer in a first class 
we( kly. As to physical formations he was not at 
all behind — in fact, one, the paunch formation was 
almost wholly before giving him a rather stiff alder- 
maniac air. The features finely chiseled were not out 
of keeping with the two eyes ofhim-bright, keen,and 
piquant. One of them gleaning diagnostics the 
other darting fun, and the tongue between rolling 
out thoughts harmonious unknown to both of them. 
In short we might claim for him almost as much 
as Caileton for Dinis O'Shaughnessy — "The 
whole host of rhetorical figures seemed breaking 
out of his face." Nor was he like the statesman of 
whom Macauley says — "He was slow from very 
quickness. He saw so many arguments for and 
against every possible course that he was longer in 
making up his mind than a dull man would have 
been." To the doctor's wonderful versatility was 
added the remarkable property of decision, so much 
eo ihai he i-hone specially in an emergency. 

We ^^peak of a man well known to the elite of 
Lo^h continents of C3clopedic fame. 

Meanwhile our host was wending homeward 
through a snowstorm — not a real Montana certainly 
wheie four snow flakes make good sleighing, but an 
inci] ient New Yorker Adhere want of size is made 
up by number. So thick aud fast they fell it was 
hard to stumble tl e right way; fc r his eyelids went 
blink, blink, as the Frenchman expressively put it. 
and he had betimes to go it blind. When he reach- 
ed home he was agreeably surprised by the physi- 
cian's suggestive presence and cordial interest 
The cozy parlor and its pecuUar comforts were 
conceded to the pair and, save when duty summon- 
e 1 the latter they were duly honored. 
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The hours of the long night passed away all too 
stilly and stealthily for their purpose although a 
prospective president was born to these sweeping 
States, and classics, arts, sciences had been discus- 
sed — they had not drawn each other fully out. 

In the concussion of minds — if we may thus 
speak — specially of those of opposing culture and 
forces there flashed out interesting forms and in- 
sights of truth, shy or hidden altogether from the 
recluse or solitary student, as glimpses of affinity, 
relation, or analogy that would not else have been 
apprehended. That one the son of a New England 
clergyman and college-bred — to whom at the age 
of 16 on the testimony of his teacher, all the de- 
lights of science were open and whose reading had 
been surpassingly extensive and critical — was pitted 
against tl^s son of a Border farmer, subject to toil 
from his 6th year, and of whom at the age of 16 wo 
might only read "he roamed a merry printers' devil 
along the docks and hustling streets of Liverpool." 

Is it surprising that each to each was a revela- 
tion? the more so because the bias of this last had 
run congenial despite of fate. If the knowledge of 
one was more recherche that of the other more 
practical was not less extensive and wholly con- 
firmed the position of Lord Iddesleigh — "Keep 
your views of men and things extensive and de- 
pend upon it that a mixed knowledge is not a sup- 
erficial one." 

The host was strongly advised by his versatile 
guest backed by his gnostic organ to try miscellan- 
eous literature — to hit, like Pat at a fair, any head 
presented itself in order to get known; for, said he, 
and the funny optic looked unutterable things — we 
are two great men but tho world has not found us 
out yet. 

Encouraged by this counsel and really shut up 
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into this line of action he entered upon it from a 
sense of dutj' — unwittingly illustrating 19th century 
life gathering to itself all influences and bringing 
out on every side the highest and best in human- 
ity. His promiscuous active life had given him 
scant opportunity for book-lore but he had a fund 
of experience, light, and thought, struck from his 
varied eccentric collisions from which to draw in- 
ferences arid conclusions, and the acceptance of his 
essays was genial. Khyme or prose anonymous or 
otherwise — over any nom-de-plume, was promptly 
accepted and often kindly editorally commended. 

What might have been his success ultimately, 
other things favoring, must be conjectured but he 
was no exception to the dictum that "stern neces- 
sity supreme is mang sons o' men." 

High mountains lie before Attica and not the 
least is indigence. The author of the Lives of the 
Painters observes — "Poverty says the old minstrd 
parts good company. — It were well if it were no 
worse; but it forces genius to acts of uncongenial 
dixidgery, crushes down the free spirit, and prev- 
ents him fr( m following out the conceptions of his 
own mind with the vigor necessary for full success." 
With returning summer our adventurer had to fore- 
go the Easy writer for the exacting delver. 

The re muneration was small but sure and with 
a will he went at d gging post-holes, ditching, load- 
ing wagons in a sand-pit; but, alas, even here he 
vas not safe- His old enemy rheumatism seized 
him with such force that he was \\holly prostrated 
— his Hmbs increasing until they burst and leaving 
him only partially after a protracted period, to 
wander apparentlj ill-starred into fresh scenes and 
v( ntures new. 
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HIGH MOUNTAINS LIE BEFORE ATTICA. 

The way to the grandest and best 
Still over huge mountains doth lie 

And tempers divinely on edge 
Alone scale the summits on high. 

Through thickets and tempests intense 
Their course they intrepidly keep 

As knowing the power that obstructs 
Reversely may happily sweep. 

No force independent or blind 

Is supreme on this earthly ball; 
But love, passing thought, overrules 

All chances and changes befall. 

So, taught to look up, their souls catch 

The temper of giory and God 
As the eye*s lovely texture imbibes 

The grace of all colors abroad. 



oy^-^ 
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EXCURSION 

Though convalescent he was aware that misfor- 
tune brings sorrow enough — that it is only envy 
to oui'selves to augment it by anticipation or pre- 
dications — and hence resolved the rather to indulge 
a long and strong hope, pay a visit to his sister in 
Michigan and thus utilize his small strength. 

It was no small trial mutually as may be surmis- 
ed for impaired health implied unlined pockets, 
and enjoined the hardest route; but there was a 
balm equally solacing to the home-bound and him- 
self — the consciousness of being loved, that the 
undertaking was of and through this conserving 
, feeling. "This it is," says Addison, "that softens 
the keenest pang even at the moment of parting; 
yea, even the eternal farewell is robbed of half its 
bitterness when uttered in accents that breathe love 
to the last sigh. And so, one fine morning in the 
height of summer, our pilgrim and his fortunes 
were carried along on the N. Y. C. to Buflfalo. 
There he soon learned that the steamer Idaho 
would start for Detroit five hours later and at once 
resolved to continue his j(5umey thereby. The 
interim he spent in sight seeing and preparations 
for a twenty four hours trip on the Erie. 

Punctually the stately vessel left the pier with a 
considerable number of passengers, five of them 
steerage or, more correctly, four; for one of them 
in common parlance was a stowaway with a histoiy 
— too, too true even in this broad ^olightened land. 
He had despised the rural callii^ and instmctioiis 
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of his parents and, after two or three years misad- 
venture, was retiiming home apparently a truly 
repentant prodigal. We need hardly say his case 
was generously met and the who!e way provided 
for. 

While getting imder weigh a momf nt's attention 
may be given to a question that obtrudes itself. 
Is not this disposition to set light by precedent, 
even parental, too applicable to young America 
and essentially injurious? "From treating the dead 
with irreverence," says Rev. J. B. Wentworth, "we 
have gone on as a people to contempt for all the 
past. We are urged by the hour in lectures upon 
the model young man to.believe thatall thatisgoodand 
great in life is to be looked for in the first half of it 
and that the period lying beyond its meridian is a 
dreary waste unproductive and cheerless — charac- 
terized chiefly by rheumatism, imbecillity, and de- 
cay." 

The reverse is the testimony of all ages. The 
history of the world will show that in all the de- 
partments of learning and in all the pursuits of 
business which demand the exercise of the highest 
order of mental ability, those have acquired the 
chief distinction who have passed the middle term 
of human life. In that science of all sciences, phil- 
osophy, we find scarcely a distinguished name who 
did not acquire his fame in advanced age. The 
grandest recorded sayings of Socrates are those he 
uttered during the last years of his life and he lived 
till seventy. In fact all his recorded sayings were 
uttered by him after he was sixty-two years old. 
Bacon was 60 years of age before he amved at ma- 
turity, and it was then he gave to the world his 
Novum Organum, which has reconstructed science. 
Eeid did not finish his principal work on mental 
ficionce until he was 78 years of age. History de- 

11 
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ness f*nd distrust, a certain insensibility and stern- 
ness are essential to a man who lias to engineer Lis 
own affairs and hustle through the world. Having 
at the inp inadvertently heard that harvestei-s were 
in demand at Dearborn — a village some 16 miles 
off — he resolved to go thither without delay, lie- 
turning he wound up his ^ffaii-s — leaving him sMll 
lord of a red cent and a change of raiment — and so 
cheerily set his face village wfird. The way itself, 
the fields on each side covered with golden grain 
and varied produce; the cozy, shaded cabins, with 
active rural life under unflecked azure skies, l>e- 
guiled the tedium of the way and hollow murmur- 
ing^ and toward dusk he found himself at the goal 
of his effoi-ts. But of a piece with his other haps 
the farmer was absent and no help required! The 
hostess, however, kindly assuaged his toils with a 
cup of tea, broad and red herring and soon again 
he was on the route led to the beautiful city of the 
Straits — an unwinged Bird of Paradise. From the 
nature of their plumage it is stated that they can- 
not fly except against the wind. According to an 
essayist he was on the high road to greatness; for 
"were we happy we should be cyphers. Our dis- 
appointments and our sorrows are our truest friends 
for they compel us to create. Our sufferings are 
our glory — we are hmited into greatness; whippe<l 
and Rcourged into fame." Jean Paul Richter de- 
clares "I would not for much I had been richer. 
The prisoner's allowance is bread and water; and I 
had often only the latter. But the canary sings 
sweeter the longer it has been trained in a darken- 
ed cage.'' 

Trudging on his gloomy way foofsore and \v< aij, 
he often joined himself to occasional pedcstiians, of 
whom ihe three last, from brogue and profession, 
were Hibernian settlers. To them he unburdened 
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his dilemma respecting a shelter, expcctiDg kind 
and active sympathy, but, to his surprise, he re- 
ceived the hackneyed answer — "There's an inn over 
there beyant you can make them do that mnyway.'* 
This treatment from warm-hearted impulsive Irish- 
men! Ah how many blessings from them of those 
ready to perish fell upon his infant home from 
which none went knowingly unhoused or unfed! 
On the high road from Portpatrick to canny Carli- 
i^le there wes no lack of Fich applicants and is this 
the outcome! Has Erin lost the breed of generous 
men? But come to think of it is it not Carleton 
their own and best delineator? who says — "There 
is in an Irishman a far-sightedness which is not 
properly understood because it is difficult to under- 
stand. I do not think there is a nation on earth 
whose inhabitants mix up their interest and their 
feelings together more happily, shrewdly, and yet 
less ostensibly than Irishmen contrive to do. He 
will make you laugh at hia joke while its object is 
wrapped up from you in the profoundest mystery, 
and you will consequently make the concession to a 
certain point of his character, which has been really 
obtained by a faculty y( u had not penetration to 
discover, or rather which he had too much sagacity 
to exhibit. Of course as soon as your back is turn- 
ed, the broad grin is on him and one of his cheeks 
is stuck out two inches beyond the other because 
Lis tongue is in it at jour stupidity, simplicity, or 
fcUy." 

Is it not through this farsightedness allied with 
lative wit and bonhommie that we find him at 
home at the B9r,in the Senate and all kinds of ofli- 
ces? reigning supremo even in his own Bcambled-up 
shanty with its cunvayniant little garden where the 
taties grow, despite of half-Vork ficm wind and 
weather and the drawbacks of 15 stitches in his in- 
side breeches and 16 tears in his outside paiis? 
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O why was I not mixed — some Irish and less 
nice? 

But Carleton to the eontrai-y we hope to njeet 
yet some Irishmen g* uerous ai d impulsive; yes,not 
a few. 

Thus cogitating he plod led on until far under 
night^s bright arch for though no moon appeared 
full or, bed in the serene sky the stars shone, no 
slight substitute. 

Having come to a bend in the road, well defined 
by a high and apparently perfect rail-fence, he re- 
solved to wait the dawn behind it, so suggestive of 
shelter and defence from highway contingencies — 
it had been a gala day at Detroit and frequently he 
met reckless cumcles scurrying home with *rattlin 
glee.* Scrambling over he lit upon a plank long 
enough and broad enough to keep him from the 
dewey grass and, thankful, stretched himself along, 
his satchel under his head — more blessed than the 
hero of Haran, who had but a stone for a pillow, 
and he, too, had a viwon, if not so pej sonal, fascin- 
ating and transcendant. Casting his glance up- 
ward upon the fretted roof, the stars seemed to fall 
from their orbits and, near the earth, to hang re- 
splendent chandeliers, upheld by golden chains m 
Imnds cherubic. Spears of light were shot athwart 
the vault profound from every starry censer and 
formed in all re^ erence — *a sea of glass mingled 
with fire.' All visible outlines seemed to tremble 
as if unreal while over all the ceaseless cicadae kept 
quiring to the young eyed cherubim. 

"Glory beyond all glory ever seen 

By waking sense or b^* the dreaming soul," 
ar.d by his soaring fancy — 

''Self -withdrawn into a wondrous depth 
Far sinking into splendor without end." 
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The effect on himself was immediate and abid- 
ing — a memory cherished and perpetual — and one 
lesson gained was that God generally meets mor- 
tals as he met Jacob— in times and ways they least 
expect. Another — that in every combination of 
circumstances lurks some gracious purpose that 
therein is a destination and a duty. In other 
words that God in his paternal character is ever 
disposing in still and benevolent wisdom the events 
of every individual life — pressing the pious spirit 
with the weight of calamity to increase the elastic- 
ity of mind, producing characters of unexpected 
worth by unexpected misfoiiune and invigorating 
certain virtues by peculiar probations. 
"From seeming evil still educing good." 
He would not for much have had the sinews of 
that experience weakened though it may be sum- 
med up in a few simple numbers — 

A flood of glory soft and strong 
Life's grace within his spirit lit — 

From stern defeat drew triumph's song 
And made his bearing high with it. 

Thus gazing up into the boundless, blazing pan- 
orama, soft slumber,, envious of her rights, stole 
gently on and weighed his eyelids down — to fall on 
sleep so kind that even the rugged couch was soft 
as bed of down. How strange that the e two flex- 
ile, slender lids could shut out immensity itself 
from the immortal spirit! When next imclosedtho 
jocund day concealed the riches of night which like 
adversity reveals infinity in all its aspects — wise, 
glorious, kind. 

Stiff and pained from the previous day's travel, 
he with some difficulty drew himself together, com - 
iSended himself to a gracious Providence, and went 
on his way. 
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How he waited on his 'uncle' and received need- 
el supplies, worked for two whole weeks in a saw- 
mill and lumber-yard — loading cars, etc. — before 
again attacked by black, offensive rheumatism, and 
again discharged with the formula — "I will have no 
man in that state work for me." How yet through 
this effort he managed to pay his board, his uncle 
and fare to Howard, belong in the ink-stand. 

We leave him for the present in the tender care 
of a loving sister; quite safe, poor fellow, but sever- 
ely hoppled. 
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XXXIX. 
THF SIEGE IN THE SWAMP. 

A little north of the equator formed by the meet- 
ing of the Arctic and Antartic currents lies a belt 
of calms of about six degrees in breadth. Sailors 
call it the 'doldrums* because changes and storms 
are unknown and its only peculiarity incessant rain. 
So copious is the rainfall at times, says Dr. Hait- 
wig, that fresh water has been dipped from the sur- 
face of the tropical seas. In such a state figura- 
tively we left our invalid. He was secure from 
alarms, but the continuous dropping that wears 
away stones was then the rasping traitor in his 
bones. 

His strength was yet renewed day by day 
through good cheer and superlative nursing so ihat 
he soon began to take an interest in life and his 
surroundings. If Detroit threw him back to his 
hobble-de-boyhood, Waldheight threw him yet far- 
ther into the past — the pleasures and pursuits of 
Paradise. We do not know another place so hap- 
pily uniting rural felicity with social facility. 

A visitor, thither, stepping out of the car on the 
lower or northern side, you see ihe station, a large 
warehouse, grocery, smithy and about half-a-dozen 
sleepy looking habitations. On the other side of 
the line among those trees on the summit of that 
long, easy ascent, you detect one soUtary cottage. 
Progressing — you come to a bam, a haystack, the 
one-story solid-looking home of farmer Can*. No 
other habitation is visible thence, and you have the 
impression of perfect solitude; though looking down 
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the western slope over fields of wheat, maize, oats, 
and barley that abut on a picturesque meadow 
fringed by a grove of trees, you see over topping 
them the murky track of the Air Line so suggestive 
of social privilege. 

After two months dalliance with Ceres in this 
sylvan retreat he returned to his family strength- 
ened in body and spirit. A substantial token of 
interest from his boyhood's friend and now brother, 
as an appreciation of early favors had greatly fur- 
thered this result, and by it he was enabled to pay 
an instalment of the sum owing as also to prepare 
for higher effort. Having failed so signally in man- 
ual labor through his insidious malady, he sought 
an entrance into legitimate teaching. Submitting 
to an examination he was licensed by the Commis- 
sioner and free to engage in Distiict School- teach- 
ing. 

By chance as it were, soon after, as visiting a re- 
lative some 15 milf^s distant, he heard of a vacancy 
at a place called Patville and was induced to apply. 
There were three trustees — Kandy Eex, a stalwart 
Hibernian; Simon Slack, a South Briton, innocent 
of even the rudiments of learning, and Lucius War- 
ing, a live Yankee. They laid their heads together 
on the application and the result was thus announ- 
ced by Handy — *'Bein as you're an ould country- 
man, we don't moind givin you a tryal. None of 
my boys will be there this term and the scholars 
are hard to manage, but give them the rad, give 
them the rad. They have run the school too long." 
Such was the induction to his first American school 
and according to its tenor his success depended up- 
on his striking ability — on being a sort of spirit- 
uelle John B. Sullivan. To natives of countries 
where the teacher's appointment is permanent and 
the oflice fenced around as sacred such a charge 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VAGor. 251 

may appear ludicrous, but it is not so. Sprung 
from parenis mostly illiterate and struggling hard 
for a foothold, learning was only a minor attain- 
ment and, limited only as to priviU ge by their ma- 
jority, they were moie prone to criticise and *cut 
up' than to improve themselves or seek those things 
make for geneial good. The system itself, lauded 
so highly, necessarily serves to condone this ten- 
dency. The power to elect tnistees with or with- 
.out culture — as in this case — thence again those em- 
powered io hire even certified teachei*s as caprice 
or interest dictates — the consequent changes and 
standiig of instructors as hirelings subject to the 
strictures and presentations of every wretched ig- 
noramus of a trustee, are far from favorable to di- 
vinest issues. 

The school itself was a one-story parallelogram 
capable of seating about 60 pupils a la mode. It 
contained two doors, two stoves, a slightly laiscd 
platform on which was a small oblong table, and 
around it a few large maps. No timepiece, bell, 
globe or other apparatus. In front was a small 
playground by a little runlet with which the minia- 
ture men and women exercised their vitality. On 
one side was the County Line, on the other the 
Highlow ridge passing Patville, and, between, 
shantits were slapdashed as from a plasterer's 
brush. The whole territory had been till recently 
dubbed the swamp and even yet betimes deserved 
the epithet. To reach the wint» r school from the 
city pedestrians had generally to wade nearly knee- 
deep in mud and slush — the fields for miles around 
flooded so as to appear one large lake; in case of 
snow to drag themselves along with deep difficulty. 
Vagor having arranged with Mr. Waring for board 
from Monday noon to Friday noon, would conse- 
quently have once a week on a winter's morning at 
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four o'clock, however forbidding the weather, to 
walk to the de]^ot, ride by car six miles and tramp 
nine through the treacherous drifts or bogs before 
the hours of teaching — ani again after the close of 
the week's duties retrace his steps. Withal, a few 
days after his appointment, he entered upon his 
mission with high hopes, as it was the calling for 
which he felt most aptitude and had proved on Jew 
and Gentile. The new departure was rather inter- 
esting as it threw him back to his first and deares*j 
home among the refugees of the sister island aijd 
recollections of their characteristics. 

His self-reliance and judgment were not misplac- 
ed and to Bandy's great disgust two weeks passed 
and never a blow struck. This was too much and, 
even at the expense of a broken pledge, one- morn- 
ing on the scene appeared a new scholar shock 
headed, sturdy and defiant. On being asked his 
name for the purpose of registration he gave a fic- 
titious one as the teacher saw at once from the 
laugh evoked and a trick of manner enough sugges- 
tive of his paternity. This brought sharply down 
the parent's prescription for nothing was more of- 
fensive to the teacher than lying low cunning. 
Punish the sun of a trustee! What a casus belli! 
Instead, however, of removing him an elder brother 
next appeared, besides a son and daughter of the 
English trustee. Yet for a while all went well — 
the only trouble lack of room; for instead of pupils 
to the seating capacity he had more than thirty 
unprovided for — 94 on the roll. The commissioner 
had been and freely approved his course and no 
note of hostile preparation was heard or suspect- 
ed. 

Just as closing for the month he heard the war 
whoop. The pupils had been in the practice of 
making an orderly exit form by form, and on this 
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occasiou had just begun their march when those in 
the rear, catching sight of Randy and Slack fip- 
proaching the entrance, set up a great shout and 
rushed headlong for the doors — of course the trus- 
tees* scions were not behind in this dcimonstration. 
It happened so unexpectedly and unaccountably 
the teacher was dumfounded. He had not seen 
their approach and Randy, affecting holy horror, 
exclaimed — *'Is this the school you kee])? This 
must be stopped." 

No doubt that night as crossing the swamp or 
even in the more attractive part of his route i ho 
musings of the victim were like his fate abrupt and 
peculiar. The old Greek fancy that man was tho 
sport of the gods once granted, the swamp became 
their present rendezvous — Randy tli^nr rox and 
sport-compeller — the biggest toad in the puddle. 
At all events, if he were the prime mover in this 
case, he might rank even as a worshipful — croco- 
dile for that too is possessed of a structure which 
enables it to breathe while holding the prey in his 
mouth and drowning it. 

By and by a better philosophy than Greek or 
Egyptian possessed him, which pave a sphere 
above nature and a grace to the intuition of an infi- 
nite friend, exciting emotions of hope and cheerful- 
ness and enabling him calmly to await develop- 
ments. 

"Beautiful," says Ruskin, *'is repose even when 
hsxsvd only, as of old, on the love of the. creature, 
but more beautiful yet when the rcist is one of hum- 
ility instead of pride, and the trust, no more in the 
resolution we have taken but in the hauls we 
hold." 

Next Monday early as trudging along through a ^ 
deep snow he met the redoubtable Randy who 
bawled from his sleigh — "You naden't go back, we 
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don't want you kape school any lorger." *A11 right' 
was the teacher's n sponse as on he wended. Nearly 
two miles farther he was passing the residence of 
Slack who stood at his front gate — "Eex says you 
mustn't open school any more" he shouted. 'All 
right' was again the rejoinder but added — "I will 
wait for you both id Mr. Waring's until evening and 
we will lo('k into matters." 

A mile further he came to the school-patch wheie 
to greet him were Mr. Waring and a crowd c f 
scholars. After salutations particular and genei-al 
1 e was askfd by the tiustcc — ''Hare jou seen Kex 
and Slack? ' 1 h^ve, was the response, aid they 

forbade me open school. *D n em,' said the 

trustee, *why don't they appear like men and say 
\N hat is the matter? I have been around the dis- 
trict and found it \^ holly in your favor. The whole 
thing, Friday, was a make up — the scholars were 
a^ked by the Eexes and Slacks to join them when 
their parents appeared and they were easily seen 
from the last raised seat. I found it all out and 
you had better go right in and go on with your 
school." 

"It might be best, was the reply, but I promised 
to wait with you until evening to give them a 
chance to explain themselves, and so, by your 
leave, I will give them a day's vacation." * AH right 
then you can say what you think best.' A word or 
two being given the scholars retired hesitatingly 
and venting imprecations on the absent trustees. 
And, in passing, here is a marvellous thing chiefly 
in connexion with the late Michigan experience 
and Carleton's ethnic disquisition — out of 94 pupilr* 
probably eighty were real Milesians one in faith, 
one in nationality, and one in local interests with 
the great Kandy, and yet they stood a unit for the 
teacher. One would fight for him ♦o h*s knees in 
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blood, united would hang any intruder light up to 
that tree. Nor were these expressions from the 
teeth outward for time and vei^e enough were to 
vindicate their sincerity. 

The queerly assorted pair came not and now 
what? 

To give up at their command the hopes and an- 
ticipations of a calling so essential to him in the 
circumstances was most painful. At the same time 
on the other hand they were the majority of the 
district's elect and his duty as a law-abiding citizen 
seemed to lie in compKance. Yet having the pow- 
er to appoint did that give them the power to de- 
pose without cause shown and established! He 
judged not and should therefore keep to honor's 
instant way where one but goes abreast and form at 
least a precedent. • 

He was nobly supported in this course by a 
neighboring farmer, with two well grown lads and a 
daughter at school — who guaranteed the salary in 
any event if he but continued. 

The next morning a calm and peaceful one in 
December, was the beginning of the rebellion 
against constituted authority. The principal enter- 
ed upon the enterprise in no sanguine mood as it 
seemed to him ridiculous almost as a piece of 
knight errantry — that no De Wilton pledged to 
hold a Castle Dangerous a year and a day in a hos- 
tile coimtry against its rightful owner, had a more 
quixotic undertaking than that of holding a district 
school against two of three trustees. But at least 
one in spirit with Sir Galahad he kept to the 
right — 

"My good blade carves the casques of men 

My tough lance thrusteth sure, 
My strength is as the strength of ten. 

Because my heart is pure/' 
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A small lad was sent ahead about 9 o'clock to 
light the fires and make the smoke fly as a signal 
of possession. The hint was ueadily read by the 
quick-glancing Greeks and they speedily mustered 
to forty and eight. Afternoon the whole seating 
capacity was nearly occupied. A few days passed 
peacefully, embarrassment coming qnly from over- 
crowding; for, in the moral world as in the physi- 
cal prosperity has its limits. Size and weight, says 
science, in common materials are just so far the 
measures of strength, but beyond a certain extent 
they become weaknesses; and there is an elevation 
and not a very high one to which if reared a tower 
would crush its foundation, though of adamant, or 
a mountain reduces its granite to dust. 

Among the pupils was a Putville youth of 20 
years or thereabout. Tall, robust and pleasing 
though swarthy and believed to be of Indian extrac- 
tion. In him the teacher anticipated an exemplary 
friend and student but as the youth himself after- 
wards confessed, he was an emissary to annoy and 
work for the teacher's expulsion. Not able to tam- 
per with or seduce the noble swamp phalanx he 
cunningly brought rowdies from south of them to 
upset the class organization by possessing the room 
already too much straitened. They were courteous- 
ly asked to take the platform but refused offensive- 
ly. A quiet dispatch in the first instance brought 
the friendly trustee and sped their exist — in the 
next instance they retired after a few direct words 
by the teacher and with them went Hunt, as w^e 
may call him, spreading it about th'at the teacher 
had iij suited his friends aud consequently himself. 

The school still kept and nearly a month with its 
record had gone but there must needs be one strik- 
ing item. The day begun, though along in Jan- 
uary, was one consonant with the hjmn's ascrip- 
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Hon — "And seems by thy sweet bounty made for 
those who follow thee." The teacher felt at peace 
with all the world — a depth of serenity impossible 
to ruffle, as he sat on the platform about two minutes 
before the hour — the pupils coming in and going 
out their eyes sparkliiig with animation. Presently 
a goodly lad, the eldest son of his friend the farm- 
er — drew near his chair; the teacher perceiving in- 
stinctively there was something to communicate 
gave him an encouraging look, who then without 
preamble — "Harley Hunt is coming to school this 
morning, going to bring a barker and would like to 
see the man that could turn him out." A quiet 
smile was the only reply to this intelligence and 
the lad passed on. 'Not long were his words un- 
verified for before the hour the personage talked of 
appeared. Coming in at the girls entrance he 
loomed up a heroic figure, a scarf of bright colors 
from his manly shoulders falling down to his kneee. 
With a rakish air and a free cow-boyish stride he 
crossed the room and brought up by the boy's stove, 
his feet placed on the seat and his corporeity on 
the desk apportioned to l>ooks, slates, copies, or 
whatever was in order. At the word "time" each one 
t )ok his or her seat exceptuig the hero of the hour. 
He sat unmoved and when asked if he had heard 
time called replied — "My feet's cold and I mean to 
warm em." "As to cold," said the teacher, "so say 
all of us; but you will find it more satisfactor}^ to 
take your turn." "My feet's cold and I mean to 
warm em," was again the rejoinder. Turning to 
set some copy lines he hoped that a better spirit 
would succeed but on next looking up the hero was 
by the girls stove. A few more headlines were 
struck off and on again looking up he found the ir- 
repressible standing by the other. Becoming tired 
of ihi& the teacher gave him a slight tap on the 
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sLoulder with the ruler which he yet held in his 
hand, as an ultimatum. After a sort of feint at the 
teacher he strode oflf towards his seat but the form- 
er recalling the warning given by the lad, followed 
him up in time to catch his threats on his tongue, 
fire in his eye, the right hand on his toy and prob- 
ably prevented a tragedy by giving him, Hibemice, 
a doldrum on the head and bidding him get. 

He gat him up to his own home without more 
ado but he had made not only himself but his 
teacher famous in a way neither anticipated the 
day preceding. The whole thing passed so stilly 
and as it were aptly that probably not one of the 
pupils saw it throughout. The serenity of the 
teacher himself after all was hardly rippled, the 
blow given seeming simply the work of some ex- 
traneous spirit and he went on auditing and in- 
structing as if nothing singular had transpired. 

Afternoon was scarcely initiated when a tap at 
the door arrested attention. He found there a well- 
knit middle-aged man of a pleasing aspect and a 
little way off on the Branch Eoad stood a horse 
and buggy untended. Courteously introducing 
himself the stranger requested the teacher's com- 
pany over to the 'comers' with respect to the affair 
of the morning. The latter promptly saw the point 
and asked him in until he had advised the trustee 
and surrendered the care of the school. He kindly 
complied and the trustee directly responding to the 
call he wound up month the 2nd. Soon beside the 
constable in his neat little trap, he was riding leis- 
urely along to the scene of conclusions. He found 
him a chatty, cheery companion, who had been ac- 
quainted with farmer Carr and his own brother 
twenty years previously, and disposed to render 
him every favor consistent with duty. The termin- 
us was a large barrack of an inn with immense par- 
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lors and bar-room into which last he was ushered. 
On one side of a huge heating stove sat about half- 
a-dozen loungers of rather a superior caste as to 
dress and address. They looked well to-do Pro- 
duce-men and did not distress the teacher with at- 
tention. Only one of them on heariug the ch iri^ ) 
and learning his indentity, for his brothers sik) 
offered bail t j the extent of $500. 

Before long interviewers and comforters were 
legion and ructions impending in every comer as 
law and Uquor offend. The teacher had his parti- 
zans and the scholar his and why the affair went 
not from brain to muscle only omniscience knows. 

With a self-denial and devotion to a stranger al- 
most unprecedented his friends secured a lawyer 
and witness for the next days trial by jury. In 
brief the plaintiff was convicted out of his own 
mouth and those of his own witnesses so that no 
other was called and the unanimous verdict elicited 
— "No cause for action." 

The plaintiff had appeared at the trial his arm in 
a sling; his head bandaged and apparently all broke 
up, but, next day, the wraps cast aside, he was 
about with his bride while his threats of vengeance 
were so dire the teacher was counselled to arrest 
him. He forbore taking notice for it was not to be 
expected that Hunt enjoyed even a headache if ho 
had one as much as Biddy enjoyed hers from the 
fun at the wake. "And did everything pass off 
nicely?" she was asked. "It did. Barrin the 
knockin the coffin off' the chair and splittin it 
somewhat, and Mr. O'Muggins he did switch a 
round in the Dublin jig an' kicked the stove wid 
his leg an' knocked it down; but it was soon put u]) 
^gain. Its a great headache I've got this niarnin' 
over the enjoyment." 

The remaining period passed without interfer- 
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ence and finally the trustees gnarauteed his full due 
in a regular mant er. He had also the satisfaction 
before Lis departure to learn through a reverend 
old citizen that Hartley Hunt regretted his course 
and acknowledged he was rightly served. 

Thus we see that often from the feeblest means 
ihe right is most clearly vindicated — that all is not 
lost, dcemc d quixotic — that the age of chivahy and 
knight-errantry is not with the past, and that we 
are all immortal till our time comes. He ato learn- 
ed this lesson from his experience — the folly of 
sweeping charges. He had in his lonesomeness re- 
proach( d a anIioIo people and now' only a little lat- 
er, as if inducted by Providence, he is cast upon 
their sympathy and Icve of right, and they are 
found so nobly true to their trust that he leaves 
them burdened by obligation and feelings only of 
kiidness and admiration. 
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XL. 
RAILWAY OFFICE. 

In certain states of the weather the garden s[»i(ler 
casts to the wind a thread proceeding from lier own 
bowels and, suspended by it, rises aloft triumphant 
Is not this after all a suggestion of the career* of 
man — that paragon of animali. The atmosphere 
he casts in certain conditions makes room for him 
and carries him often whither he never anticipated. 
The orange tree spreads its welcome far out at sea 
flavoring whole leagues by its breathe and we can- 
not choose but be affected by it. On recalling his 
eccentric and eventful career our wanderer could 
not but feel the force of this remark. From the 
time when he was tendered his first school all 
through the consequent pilgrimage a shaping spirit 
had preceded and called him on so that if ever os- 
tensibly there was a vagabond by the Grace of God 
he felt that individual. If his first office was a gift 
by the pastor the second was from the voice of the 
people in opposition both to pastor and patron, 
and kept, until recalled whence he had come. 
Thence by request he passed to England's farthest 
verge and thence was led to vast and far America. 

That this influence is involuntary we may con- 
cede, for, even pious people may yet be very dis- 
agreeable while others without pretense often make 
a favorable impression from the essential nobility 
of their natural character. But back of this is 
the proposition that as certainly as God exists 
maintaining a complete and perfect goverment over 
the world, all events have some defiuite use or 
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meaning which is the reason of their existei ce. 
They take place not merely by causes but for 
causes, that is for ends of intelligence and goodness. 
Accef)ting both propositions to be elucidated here- 
after he yet could not conjiect the conditions or 
causes led to an introduction to a prominent Rail- 
way while feeling most grateful, for 

The ties that bind mankind together 
Are Ih )se beneath the iron rail." 

.Or.e mcrnirg early in June of the same year he 
roceiv( d a call to this new employment as at work 
in his garden, like his congenel* the spider — the 
transformed Lydian maid Arachne, who, for assum- 
iig conclnsions in weaving skill with the goddess 
Minerva was thus presented to the future for a 
j-pecimen crank, suspended in her meshes. N( t 
that onr exteacher was caught in her loom— his 
j-iofits had come too often from Spain, but in- 
stinctively he was inclined to make the most of 
himself — leave no gift of manhood unused, un- 
cultured. He joyfully thrcAV aside his spade and 
accompanied the angel of grace — a lively, energetic 
Cockney wdth whom he was somewhat acquainted. 

Passing into the west wing the first official they 
met was the Freight Superintendent to whom he 
was not unknown and by whom he was kindly pre- 
sent( d to the agent. The duties to which he was 
appointed were the cneioi:s ones of cashier and ac- 
countant so far as regarded imports while a clerk 
atteneled to copying and e xports. That gentle man 
was tall and spare and Harnal cute'— coulei tell a 
lapsus pennae almost a rod away; nor was ho deli- 
cate enough to conceal the matter, had not yet the 
nir.gi.animity e^f this cemplet — 
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"True joy is only hope put out of fear 
And honor hideth error everywhere." 

Not that he was a bad fellow on acquaintance, he 
was rather the victim of contracting pursuits and 
the petting of fortune, in whose amenities he was 
well grounded. He had only to look from his office 
window and behold a large habitation with a sixfold 
allotment, invaluable from its situation, and he was 
raised at once into the prerogative of primogeni- 
ture — of tlje class removed from fear, and ignorant 
of the feelings of that class almost deprived of hope. 
So runs the world away! 

But there was another compartment in the office, 
formed by a partition devised for business purpos- 
es. In that reigned the Freight chief — a Afferent 
style of occupant. Of medium height and ripe age 
he was athletically developed — a stout, compact, 
strong-featured Vermonter with lots of human na- 
ture. Habitually grave his tenderness was singu- 
larly winning, his smile passing pleasant. One of 
these characters that the weight of great misfor- 
tunes and the perpetual annoyance of petty evils 
only tend to make stronger and better. He was a 
woman's intuitive hero — 

"Bugged strength and radiant beauty 
These were one in nature's plan; 

Humble toil and heavenward duty — 
These will form the perfect man." 

The air of power from frequent doing and bene- 
volence together, formed a beauty at least as rad- 
iant as that derived from any accident of outline, 
though that was prominent, and far more endur- 
ing- 

But his mental gifts were most generous and c f 
them quickness of perception and repartee were 
specially prominent — the right word seemed to fly 
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into the right place spontaneously, so pointedly so 
that if ever there was a bom stnmp — orator he it 
was. In the most cranaped position he could turn 
the tables and raise a laugh at an opponent's ex- 
pense — with apparent ease jump out of the tightt j^it 
place. If it is wit to pick a lock and steal a hoitre 
and wisdom to let them alone, he could fool with 
wisdom and laugh in her face without offense. He 
would pick the lock of one's understanding, scatter 
his wits and then laugh at him so geniaUy and con- 
tagiously that the victim felt like thanking hire. 
He seemed one that could 'seU the fiery Peter 
sword and all and, in his bewilderment walk light 
into Paradise the biggeet kind of archangel.' 

It may be thought we exaggerate in these state- 
ments so, dear reader, we turn to something defi- 
nite — his effective voluntary aid at our adventurer's 
advent. Shortly thereafter his mate was taken 
sick and the whole routine of the office fell to him 
innocent of railway lore. Then it was this friend 
exemplified a patience, self-denial, and sympathy 
beyond expression — with a grasp of the scope and 
details of railway enterprise left nothing to be de- 
sired. Multifarious as his own details were he nev- 
er failed at the critical moment to straighten out 
Kit's diflSculties. You may salute him Cyrus B. 
Longinus. 

Thus happily freed from business anxiety Vagor 
was enabled to look around and enjoy the smiles of 
life — even Silas the joker thought him the right 
peg in the right hole. Of course this presupposes 
a home of confidence and love and such the reader 
may have gathered was here the case. In aU his 
lonely wanderings as we have seen, his mind .was 
signally free from worry. He added his own bur- 
den of parental authority to his partner's confident 
of her co-operation and influence for right, and 
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most nobly was the spirit of virtue or manliness 
fostered by her. To the youngest of eight, all 
found or endeavored to find their hands sufficient 
for them and this bias for humble toil and heaven- 
ward duty she r'ghtly judged no mean substitute 
for the grace of learning. For each of them her 
special longing was the spirit of glory and of God, 
that home should be attractive: and homes multi- 
pUed to their limit attest her success. 

But the confidence was reciprocated and to him a 
source of complacence and energy. Throughout 
the four years evening teaching at a distance of as 
many miles, mostly through a gloomy glen and for- 
est with considerable gains often, she never show- 
ed timidity save once when an exploring party was 
sent on. In all hours he had walked the region of 
the ominous docks and later been subjected to 
danger and bonds from which a large sum offered 
as equivalent was considered an impertinence, still 
her fortitude and faith in his destiny were untroub- 
led and buoyant. Well, then, at this time was he 
prepared to enjoy the panorama of his office and 
sometimes lisp in numbers for the numbers came. 
Of the first or business order passes by the man of 
plows and molds — a parody on Shakespear's lank 
and hungry Eoman. "I hate him for he thinks too 
much — he is too lean." Large, rubicund, smiling 
more vital seems the scene through him. Even on 
his nasal tip has mirth her dimple placed and said, 
"O Cassius mine with you I'll live." 

A produce man follows, a high and sharp anti- 
thesis. A prosperous, real anomaly that no fellow 
can find out for he seems the antitype of anything 
but favoring fortune. A sterling character after all 
only enamored of the syren melancholy which 
strips the distance of its phantasies apd brings hfe 
near in utter darkness, making the cold reality too 
real 

» 12 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



266 VAGOE. 

And after him a train in long review. 

Of whom the devil himself may claim his due 
for, to speak by the card, we must be careful. — 
"Take heed what you say, sir! an hundred honest 
men! Why if there were so many i'th cit}'^, 'twere 
enough to forfeit their charter." 

But here comes a classic band c;f local carriers 
big with expectation, eager to anticipate their load. 
Each has his route and patrons to consider. Large, 
calm and genial, aaron leads, awaiting his dis- 
charge; supports him lusty David, rosy -red with 
life and laughter. Owen now comes grave, sedate 
and now fun-loving, genial James. Regarding all 
with merry twinkle, square and sinewy Maury falls 
to him that takes the mind most. But no, the 
coast is not yet clear. The hearty loud vie gehts 
proclaims the funny Deutcher man — from vaterland 
two years old already. He is the bay of plants ar- 
omatic — to come within his hail is enough to mes- 
merize one with the glamor of glee. Ah, still they 
come! Step light Lou and show your pretty feet 
you are the girl can Sammy quickly beat. Sam 
could not outrun even an old woman in sabots. He 
carries freight both ways — one way within and that 
becomes tanglefoot and prevents easy motion. 
Grave as an owl and with eyes as wide he receives 
his mandamus for feight and narrowly scans it. 
"A misdeal, a misdeal," he probably mutters, "all 
wrong, all wrong — Make that date reglar, reglar, 
have it reglar." So remarkable is this trait that 
his fellow draymen, quick to seize any peculiarity, 
assert that for every schooner of beer he imbibes 
on his route he turns an extra fold in the rug on 
which he sits, either from habit or for tally. And 
here arises an apt illustration showing how great 
things from little things may rise no less than a 
battle royal from a wrinkle in a drayman's rug. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VAGOK. 267 

"Hallo, Sam," says an incomer, "an phat for was 
thai twislit in your rug on Market Shtrate?" The 
look on Sam's face is sublimely ominous and now — 
T Tom 111 t twisht your n nose for you" and for 
him he goes. But that object is not reached for 
CyiTis B. intervenes and in his own irresistibly 
droll way reminds them that little children never 
should let angry passions rise — nor could he yet in 
this same case suppose that older kids should 
twisht each others nose. The last comer, too, is a 
character in his way. Without learning he has ac- 
quired a fund of knowledge from experience in Ire- 
land and the States — east and west; through which 
he stands well in society. At the head of oije too. 
This seeming incongruity gave Cyrus B. a chance 
to indulge his 'selUng' prospensity and invoke the 
curiosity of Thomas. One morning, opportunity 
favoring, he picked up a large neighboring news- 
paper and read a grand, glowing, eulogium on this 
citizen of Highlow concluding with a flattering 
poem that alluded to an intended visit to his native 
village and assuming that his dog Spot and horse 
Eoque would bear him company — the former a kind 
of hound and the latter a beast of Megatherian pro- 
portions and speed. He was not much sold, but 
strongly wanted a copy of the lines, which were 
given him to his own and family's amusement and, 
as they have had no imprimatur hitherto they are 
here submitted. 



Ye boys of swate Casbkerrigan 
Tune up your harp with pride 

No longer to be mute as on 
A halfpenny's backside. 
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2. 



3. 



4. 



5. 



6. 



Your owu renowned O'Gallagber 
Of these twin worlds the boast 

On bis stout Roque — a rock of sinRe 
With galliant Spot— a host — 



Returns to greet his own dear land 
And make your eyes more bright; 

For, Uke the shamrock, three in one , 
Love, valor, wit unite! 



For love and wearing constancy 
Go search the world around 

Where will you find a brack to match 
An Irish bowld bloodhoundf 



For strength and matchless valor, ioo. 

In steeple chase or shock 
Where will you find an alqual to 

The brave owld charger Roque? 



And as for him the rover bowld 

From far Niagara 
Sure he's the boy that wit may claim 

Wid Kerry's wild hurra, 

huiTa, hurra, hurra. 

We will now acquaint you, reader, with a freight 
hand — one you wont catch with an apology for ob- 
truding or for his position. Just allude to a mis- 
take or oversight that might be his and the con- 
versation of Sterling, characterized as sheet ligth- 
ning, would be tame in comparison. . His whole 
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mien will sparkle with antitheses and fulmiuations 
and often it was Kit's aim to tempt these emotions 
but never succeeded. He had his joke nevertheless 
for this jolly old Lyon of Lynn was as spry and 
larky as a youth of sixteen. One day discussing 
the playful requirements of life Billy striking a 
l)ugilistic attitude exclaimed — "All the spice Bill 
needs is the use of these here two good fistis." 
Shortly thereafter in one of the journals appeared 
Kailosophy — a short poem over the sign Billy Dun- 
nit, the last >erse of which will illustrate its ten- 
dency. 

When fortune seems most to go back 

And hfls brought us up sharp to a stand 
She will quick as Owd Swick move Ler switch 

And send bloK sings first-class to our hand. 
There's a noble conductor somewleres 

As looks over life's issues and listis 
And to Bill all the spice that he needs 

Is the uise of these here two good fistis. 

Billy was a Chrstian and of a high order too, 
for his cheeriness was a paean of praise — even the 
cat attended him as her augel, and specially so at 
noon for his care was to have her also a good sup- 

Of this circumstance a comical advantage was 
taken i.Ld in the Highlow Times appeared theTar- 
ody with a Moial' over the same pbeudonjm. As 
a specimen doggerel and illustrative of the ih}m- 
er's j^pirit of enjoyment we submit it here. 

1. 

Tliere was a man named William L. 

Well known on Union St.; 
\Aho htd a f-peckkd tabby cat 

That could not well be beat: 
"She'd catch more rats, and mice, and sich, 

Than forty cats could eat." 
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2. 

This cat would come info the room 
And climb upoQ a *cheer,' 

And there she'd sit and hck herself 
And purr so awful queer 

That William L. would moralize 
And ruminate severe; 



For William, like that other WiU 

Immense in wit and fable, 
Unguarded let his old chin wag 

0*er Tabby's hoop of sable 
And says, says he, you're like that chap 

A sitting at the table. 



4. 



5. 



You curve your spine and claw, and spit 

Your ire so vain and high 
With more of spite and less of force 

Than Cyrus B.'s shoefly; 
But Hsten what befell poor Tom 

For acting so avn:y! 



When he was curving on his spine 

And waiting to attack 
A cat upon another fence 

There came an awful thwack. 
And that there crusty Thomas cat 

Got busted in the back. 



So don't you get j'our back up puss 
Though lives you may have nine, 

But lay this lesson well to *art' 
And get it proper fine: 

You bet that cove wot looks so high 
Had better mind his spine. 
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JAWITT SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY. 

The Jawitt Scientific Society, Highlow, Cataract 
County. What words else so euphonious or at- 
tractive could reach one athirst tor power and cul- 
ture? Scientific Jawers! Shades of Coleridge and 
Macaulay was a name so delightfully definite not 
enough to materalize you then and there? Or 
shrank you back abashed to see that other S. T. C. 
vivisect his subject with more than critic power 
until the heart alone lay pulsing full in view? to 
hear through shapely, shaven jaws come forth con- 
tinuous words so convolved they bring us airs 
from the early eocene or blasts from les prairies 
tremblantes? 

At ael events this enterprise as noble as novel 
was highly patronized and a source of unfailing en- 
tertainment. The last probably from its wise con- 
stitution admitting to membership all of fair attain- 
ments and good standing — the meetings besides 
public and gratuitous. We call this ordinance 
wise because it is the uniform tendency of purely 
speculative and scholastic science to shroud itself 
in mystery and technicalities beyond the ^asp of 
simple intelligible reason. "Thus" says Verplank, 
"men of erudition and science often impose upon 
themselves as well as upon others.'* **To the end,'* 
says HerscheU, "that it may receive correction by 
passing through many minds, it is necessary that 
science should be divested, as far as possible, of 
artificial difficulties, and stripped of all such tech- 
nicalities as tend to place it in the Ught of a craft 
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or mystery inaccessible without a kind of appren- 
ticeship. Not to do this is to deliberately reject 
the light which the natural, unencumbered good 
sense of mankind is capable of throwing on ^very 
subject, even in the elucidation of principles." 

It was ihe third meeting of this society to which 
attracted bj^ its prospectus, was led our friend 
Vagor — the honor of becoming a member had not 
once struck him. The orator who had specially 
the floor that night happened to be no less a per- 
sonage than his friend Dr. S. T. C, whose role was 
Vivisection and its lessons. The masterly and lit- 
eral manipulation of his subject over and relaxation 
in order the visitor was astounded at hearing his 
own name proposed and sf^conded for membership 
and nem. con., contrary to the usual practice of 
nominating one night and balloting the next, de- 
clared forthwith a member of the Highlow Jawit 
Scientific Society. To say that he was gratified 
would be inadequate he was overwhelmed by a 
sense of unfitness and their generous magnanimity 
to a foreigner; for he was juot even naturalized. 
Accepting gladly, however, tho greatness thrust 
upon him he entered with zest and ardor into the 
spirit of his mission. Among the first donations if 
not the first towards forming a museum was that o f 
an osprey, shot in a grove adjacont to his home and 
presented by him. The citizens catching kindly 
the idea contributed freely and soon that institute 
creditible in quality and proportion was secured to 
the city. And here in passing we would commend 
such an institute the world over as God's natural 
lexicon — a corrective and mirror invaluable. We 
are apt to live in a world of our own creating rath- 
er than in that which is, and only the variety and 
specialty of objects brought within the scope of the 
mind's perceptions can counteract this tendency. 
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As an illustration of the strength of our shaping 
presumption the reception given to the rediscovery 
of the giraffe is most apposite. The traveler was 
met with a storm of ridicule. "It was impossible 
that any animal could have so long a neck without 
overbalancing itself — impossible that a mammal 
could have three horns, one on each side of the 
head and the other in the middle. If it had so 
long and inflexible a neck it could not graze, and 
being a ruminant animal would die of hunger." 
Other traits were equally objectionable to the sav- 
ans until acquaintance revealed reality passing all 
conjecture. But, inhabiting the same country is an 
animal everywhere its opposite and no less anoma- 
lous — the Lee Coe or hippopotamus. Instead of 
daintily plucking the leaves of trees one by one, it 
feeds hugely on grass and other herbage. Instead 
of a long neck reaching the branches of trees it has 
one so thick and short that it is almost merged in 
the body. Instead of being clothed with a coating 
of beautifully mottled fur, its skin is quite bare and 
oily. Its legs are as short in proportion as those 
of the giraffe are long and instead of being swift of 
foot is slow and clumsy on land though swift in the 
water which the giraffe never enters. It can be 
dry even when submerged, the front teeth act like 
the blade of a mowing machine, and the hinder 
teeth or molars serve as grindstones. They furn- 
ish a peculiarly hard and white ivory which does 
not turn yellow like ordinary ivory and so are large- 
ly used in the manufacture of artificial teefh. Be- 
sides, naturaUsts talk of animals doubly anomalous 
as of the celebrated narwhal — a tooth of which, says 
Wood, gave rise to the horn of the fabulous uni- 
corn. It sometimes measures seven feet from base 
to tip when removed from the animal. 

What! a tooth seven feet long and taken for a 
horn! 
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Evidently the Sam Hill scientists were not con- 
sulted as to the regularty of creation. "He spake 
and it was done, he commanded and it stood fast," 

Thus specimens serve to correct the teachings of 
such regular scientists as balk at the build of a gir- 
affe and yet would evolve a world after their own 
understanding yea admonish the infinite shapei 
himself to have it "reglar, reglar, to make it reg- 
lar." 

From this institute as a corrective let us regard 
it as a mirror — to represent man to himself or what 
is the same thing supply him with images to ex- 
press his sentiments and thoughts. "What" asks a 
great thinker, "if there were no base, disgustful or 
unbeautiful things in the world, if every image 
were an image of God's beauty unmarred, every ob- 
ject cast in the molds of ideal order and unblem- 
ished life? There would be no language to repre- 
sent or figure wrong, bad character, vice, moral ob- 
liquity or corruption; all because there is no repre- 
sentational matter out of which figures to carry a 
bad impression can be drawn. What benefit can 
be got in living when we cannot think, distinguish, 
express, or interpret one single working of our dis- 
order? The very thing now wanted above every 
thing else is a good supply of disfigurements, dis- 
tortions, uncomely shapes, loathsomenesses, objects 
of aversion and disgust. Only so can we get such 
terms as vile, unclean, rotten, lame, distorted, crab- 
bed, depraved, and 500 others of the same class all 
based on the unbeautiful things of nature. And 
anyone can see that without these forms of language 
all the moral uses of life would fail. It would be 
impossible to carry on our moral training if we 
could not be insphered in conditions that reflect 
express, and continually raise in us the idea ot whaf 
we are. 
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Evil as a law of selfishness begeis mpacity, vio- 
lence, and even a certain ferocity in wrong — nor is 
it limited nor defined save by the venomous princi- 
ple incorpoi-ated in many animals. The. revenge of 
elephants, the cunning stealth of foxes, the prey of 
wolves and tigers, the blood hunger of leeches — 
not all the powers of damage and destruction wield- 
ed by all the animals can at all represent the moral 
quality of that principle which does evil because it 
is e\i\, perpetrates mischief because it is mischief, 
and havoc because it has that kind of power. On- 
ly venom can sufliciently do it and without it the 
moral furniture of the world would be incomplete." 

We have concisely submitted Dr. Bushnell's rea- 
soning and gather just one or two nuggets strewn 
ho profusely over his golden pages. Tlie insignifi- 
cance of size! A single mosquito will torture a 
man all night when if it were a horse or an ele- 
jjhant he would very shortly have him in control. 
If we die for the bite of an ant it signifies as much 
to us as that we die for the bite of a tiger. So 
that insignificance detracts not from our responsi- 
bility but signifies all the more that we avoid sting- 
ing the immense sensibility of God's goodness. 
Those unsightly things put us endeavoring after 
improvements, ii another nugget. Nature we say 
is rough and wild, valuable mainly as a good possi- 
bility given for the production of something better. 
The very effort puts our thoughts climbing • in all 
directions. Our aspirations personal, moral, spir- 
itual are all put struggling up into a better key. 
He loves to put us trying to create some kind of 
beautj; for he knows that in doing it we must think 
it. 

As to the composition of the society he found on 
his appointment as treasurer, a few months after 
initiation, 98 members, comprising 1 judge, 15 law- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



276 rAGoR. 

vers, 9 physicians, 1 chemist, 2 dentists, 3 bankers, 
2 editors and others exempt from or occupying de- 
fined positions. The president, vice-president, cor- 
responding secretary, were physicians but all were 
so colored o'er with the polar cast of scientific 
thought it was impossible to discriminate the devo- 
tee from the votary of fashion. Just as wherever 
the world is remarkably uniform in color and ap- 
pearance all the animals, birds and insects alike 
necessarily disguise themselves in its prevailing 
tint to escspe detection. In the arctic snows for 
example we are told that all animals without ex- 
ception must be snow white. The ptarmigan and 
will. >w grouse become as white in winter as the vast 
snow fields in which they burrow. The ermine, 
snow-bunting, weasel assimitate in hue to the ' un- 
varyirg garb. To be out of the fashion is there 
quite literally to be out of the world; no half meas- 
ure will suit the stem decree of polar biology. Nor 
did this uniform scientific hue even in Highlow 
prevent the cropping out of class bias ttnd peculiar- 
ities. The doctors with one eminent exception 
were conservative and the lawyers like their own 
ermine nothing if not critical. Positivism evolu- 
tion, or any other solution backed by pure i-eason 
found able and eloquent defenders, though betimes 
some resembled those mimetic flies in the Malay 
Archipelago which counterfeit wasps or hornets, 
and have their tails sharpened in terrorem with a 
pretended sting to give point and verisimititude to 
the deceptive resemblance. The mighty swelling 
air of one such scientist, after proving unity of lo- 
comotion in man, beast, bird and fi-jh, as he ex- 
claimed — "Why is this thus?" was something worth 
remembering apart from its application. 

In sooth few have the scientific temper or insight 
which can escape its undue influence. There is 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



vagob: 27T 

nothing like science said one night the president to 
Christopher who rejoined *I don't think so.' "Why, 
why," iterated the interrogator, and *why' demand- 
ed the recording secretary revealing unqualified 
surprise! An interruption prevented reply, but we 
may conjecture some of his reasons for dissent 1. 
To discover the laws of operative power in material 
production whether formed by man or brought into 
being by Nature herself is the work of science — of 
the pure intellect. But art is greater than intellect 
for to create is more than to know. Criticism 
comes after poetry— -the maker fir^t, the analyzer 
afterwards. 2. The fact that the results of science 
and accumulations of knowledge are far beyond the 
means of any single intellect to work out for itself 
renders science as science, anything but an infalli- 
ble light. Tyndal for instance finds in matter every 
form nnd quality of life — the region of emotion, the 
sphere of religion among the rest! Betraying his 
egregious ignorance of what he is talking. He 
omits altogether that axiomatic faith which alone is 
a controlling influence and worth the name. As 
the mathematician has his axioms which he carinot 
doubt and on which he elaborates his demonstra- 
tions so the man who thinks of morality and relig- 
ior, or his relation to society and to heaven must 
have his fixed and sure principles of argument and 
mental regulation. Hence true faith is the oppo- 
site of fancy and negation of fanaticism. The lep- 
er so seemingly emotive is really an exponent of 
this axiomatic faith; for, through that, he must 
have penetrated the identity of the Saviour with 
the Lord God foretold by Isaiah, Chapter XL and 
16 — "Behold the Lord God will come against the 
strong — his reward is with him and his woik be- 
fore him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 
eball gather the lambs with his arm and carry them 
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in his bosom." So judging in the spirit of fairness 
from what he s-aw and heard, he worshipped him 
and was rewarded \^ilh healing and the glorious 
fruition of faith. Who would not forego the fruits 
of science for such rich and reasonable grace as 
this? 3. Science or pure reason has untrammeled 
had its day and it has been found that no nation 
has been delivered from barbarism by research or 
mathematics — that religion, poetry, and the useful 
arts have ever been the means that have improved 
society and held it together. Observe what Emer- 
son says of an old Greek who lived before the 
Christian era — "In Plato you explode modern Eu- 
rope in its causes and seed — all that in thought 
which the history of Europe embodies or has yet to 
embody. The well informed man finds himself an- 
ticipated. Plato is up with him too. Nothing has 
escaped him.*' And yet what is historical testi- 
mony to the then state of that country? Their 
superstitious shut out the free grace of nature from 
poetic vision and excluded from the ken the high 
i)eatings of the soul. No wild excursiveness of fan- 
cy marked their hghter poems — no magestical strug- 
gle of the passions and high actions filled the scene 
no genial wisdom threw a penetrating yet lovely 
light on the silent recesses of the bosom. And 
what of the efi*ecis of devotion to science in this 
present era on scientists thdnselves! The New 
Yo] k Examine r of last December 25, 1890, happen- 
ing propitiously into our hands we find at once an 
answer direct and decided under an article 1 eaded, 
Is it worth the while. The writer asserts that the 
anthor of a paper in the New Englander "finds no 
difliculty in proving that the mere contemplation of 
the doctrine of evolution and of the facts which 
support it, can never advance moral culture, bat 
Duiist have directly the contrary eflfect He shows 
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this clearly in the case of Darwin and Spencer, 
who, though their personal habits of moral feeling 
were already fixed, yet, under the influence of this 
doctrine, have come to be increasingly despondent, 
nofc to say at last indifferent, as to any essential 
significance or worth in human existence. He 
shows Huxley also under the same pressure, com- 
ing to the same feeling of contempt for humanity 
and its prospects in the past, present and future." 
"Now" — the reviewer comments — "these are famil- 
iar facts indeed, though less threatening and iI^- 
perious, they were familiar facts befc^re evolutiois^ 
or before Darwinism at least, was ever heard of." 
Just as the earth must borrow from the sky to 4Ui 
ineffable extent in order to have its own jbei^utieiii 
enjoyed we see (4) at a glance with ProfessorSedg- 
wick, himself a first-class scientist, "that tb^ hi^ 
attributes of the soul called forth by diviae faipi, 
confer on it a creative energy — aid it even in Us 
generalizations from pure reason, bring before it 
vivid images of the past and glowing anticipatioAS 
of the future, teach it to link together nmtenal and 
immaterial things, and to mount from earth to faea^ 
ven." 

All that is refined in civilized life, all that islofty 
in poetry or ennobUng in art flow chiefly from this 
foimtain. We name only Faraday the discoverer, 
and Dr. Bushnell whom scientists themselves claim 
as possessed of the keenest and most far reaching 
insight into the laws and causes of operative pQwer; 
both teachers of this faith as given by Amerioa'4 
beloved bard Whittier. 

"No fable old nor mystic lore nor dream of bards 

and seers 

No dead fact stranded on the shore of the obliv- 
ious years — 

But warm, sweet, tender, even yet a present help 

is he 

And faith has yet its Olivet and love its Oalilfia" 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XLH. 

JEAN LE SOLDAT. 

Those who are acquainted with the laws of sound 
can so manage matters as that a whisper can pass 
silently over a crowd and be heard distinctly by 
one more distant for whom it is intended. Sound 
may also be doubled and redoubled by reflections 
from surfaces and it is very possible to hear 
some of those reflects sounds when the original 
sound is not heard. The writer's abode for instance 
within a few yards of one railroad and only a few 
hundred from another he is frequently unable to 
assign the trains to their tracks or even aflirm the 
order of their going — west or east. Only time — 
taken literally by the clock — and experience correct 
his primitive impressions. Is there not thus some 
subue law of feeling apprehended by one who alone 
is implied even in an office surrounded by fellow 
employees — may not an unkind impulse or other- 
wise be inexpressibly reflected by means palpable 
ODly to those interested? The course of events in 
the Highlow Freight office at this time, beginning 
with a change of agents, was no inapt parallel. 
The parting officer courteous, generous, social, was 
displaced by one cold self-contained and dark as a 
pessimist. The first, cheering and encouraging, 
showing personal interest in every employee, was 
not mere esteemed than beloved; the last, whose 
manner indicated nothing save guarded business 
interest gendered only distrust and thoughts of un- 
known evils or gndeserved cuttings oif. In illustra- 
tion, by attention and painstaking producing a per- 
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feet Monthly Beport of Station busineBS, be was 
kindly and repeatedly commended by the fonner, 
but by nothing was the latter ever cordially moved. 
If the employee felt the reserve not only unkind 
but unjust we need hardly censui'e him. The Al- 
mighty himself in Holy writ advises those well af- 
fected to him to say so, and it is surely a fair infer- 
ence that something is lacking or rotten in the dis- 
position when a meed of appreciation is withheld. 
He yet relaxed none of his efforts of duty — deter- 
mined to shun the appearance of anything might 
entitle him to lenity, pursuing the even tenor of his 
way, calmly awaiting developments and cheered by 
the smiles of friendship. 

Though in accord with this resolve he surrender- 
ed the office of treasurer, it did not aflfect the regard 
of the members who substituted the less onerous 
but more honorary one of curator. He had also the 
honor of presenting two addresses such that both 
were published by request under the society's aus- 
pices and highly lauded by the press. 

Other events hardly less gratifying transpired as 
when the lady secretary claimed him her old teach- 
er. — A young physician of medium height and 
Boman profile has just given a practical chemical 
lecture — lucid unaffected, direct, and thereby taken 
the hearts as the understandings of the hearers and 
spectators by surprise. Who is he? Well he also 
is a quondam scholar — has put a spoke in Vagor's 
wheel of fortune, and perfected the hub round 
which he now revolves. It was some years prev- 
iously as standing by his wooden horse in the Hy- 
raulic basement, that the youth, then a young 
machinist, loomed upon him poking about for a 
suitable casting. He saw him frequently for 
months but no salutation passed between them and, 
only when the select school was inaugurated was 
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he formally known to him. The relationship of 
teacher and pupil lasted only about two months for, 
as we have already seen, the enterprise collapsed. 
But incredible iis it may seem the grasp which the 
pupil acquired of Latin fired his zeal and prompted 
him the way he was to go. To a business friend 
he expressed his gratitude and interest in the teach- 
er and the merchant availing himself of his oppor- 
tunity declared the teacher's name and qualities to 
the agent in view of railway employment. Thus 
was explained a riddle that had exercised the teach- 
er's thoughts for years and ooly solved in a casual 
chat with him whom we delight to honor a^ Dr. W. 
Marion Micross. The solution of his call to the 
office was gratifying extremely as a grateful mind 
by owing owes not but still pays indebted and dis - 
charged. His friend Cyrus B. also had previously 
spoken to the agent in his behalf — asked the place 
for a friend; but inadvertently he omitted the name, 
and therefore his surprise was unlimited when the 
agent expressly nominated his friend, and asked 
that he be sent for. His wonder was not lessened 
when in answer to an enquiry Kit assured him he 
had neither written to the agent nor had a personal 
interview. 

Ah, how much guess work is done by poor mor-: 
tals stumbling on in the laush of destiny! How 
kind and assuring is a grip of faith's transforming 
hand as on we faie through Life's misty vale! 

Nor thus was his pastime fully occupied but in 
the old, hilarious Billy Dunnit spirit he frequently 
scribbled an article or doggeree for the press — 
poetry he never assumed. Among others one in- 
tended to draw out the poet-doctor a long time sil- 
eni As it may indicate some admirable trait to 
the future biographer of a man already of cyclo- 
pedic fame we submit the tentative and reply. 
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HAEP OF THE LOCKS. 
1. 

Harp of the locks that silent long hast huag 

Where is the bard so well could sweep thy strhigsf 

Or has his fancy spread her soaiing wings 
To leave those scenes and characters unsuug? 

With all old Highlow*s learned clubs in vogue 
Will nobody be giving you a jog! 

2. 

Before me rise the Forge's massive walls 
A s if prepared some treasure well to keep; 

And who would care to come within the sweep 
Of artful, wonder-working what d ye calls, 

Or small Niagaras less her stuaning clatter— [vv iter 
Might quench the flames of Hades with Highlow 

3. 

There at the base of that abrupt abyss 
The Erie channel joinp the East and West 

Until John Frost calls Hold! give us a rest: 
And by and by you'll have that other kiss^ 

From Zephyr which presents more wealth to these 
Than all the winds to Gates of Hercules. 



To right and left along the gully's banks 
Are verities had graced old Maro's lyre 

And set a heart of hickory on fire — 

While all around in wit and beauty's ranks 

To ranks of grave and reverend statesmen we 
Find themes demand the touch of S. T. C. 

5. 

Once on a time one of the South Sea fellows 

While fishing hooted on to a rock concealed 
And pulled until an island stood revealed — 
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The largest in that group old legends tell us — 
And now upon some hacking and subaoiling 
The very rarest, best in the whole boiling! 

6. 

But who may chronicle the feat of Maine 
"Who gallantly hooked on the bill Amnesty, 

And conjured up a continent so testy 

That for a while 'twas cut and come again, 

And showing statesmen in centennial fashion 
Can gei into a most primeval passion? 

7. 

But, harp of harps! I now must cease ray clacking 
Or by-not George the saint-but George the father 

As continentals love to have it rather, 

I fear you will like Larry's breast be cracking — 

Times hand that gives the shortest faintest sound 
Its end may serve as well as the profound. 

To the tempter s delight the reply came through 
the same medium and headed 

A JOG. 

Glmn by tlie Lines on the Fmirth Page of Saturday's Jvurnal. 

]. 

A railroad depot (sorry one must know it) 
Is famed for music — many a rasping toot 

From screeching whittle when 'twiis time t) bl>vv it 
We all have heard. But now the duleet lute 

That 'late has hung upon the freight hou-je waits 
Struck by its master sweetly on us ealls. 

2. 

Yes, calls on me; for Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

The other rhy mister known as S. T. C. — 
So long ago accepted Charon's ferriage 
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That I alone may answer *K. Burleigh* 
Harp of the Locks awake and show *the city' 
Your rusty strings can jingle forth a ditty. 

3. 

Has he not lea med that every local po( t 

Is without honor in his own domain, 
And he who feels the fire and dares to show it 

Had better "cut" and never "come a^jjain?" 
For if he gives the bread of fancy freely 

The masses will return hiiii stones severely. 



And should he gain of praise his rightful guerdon, 
It were far better round his neck was hung 

A la I'lind kittens some sulfi lent burd m 

So he would drown the moment he had sung; 

For Highlow water power hell-tire may smother 
But not green jealously that kills its brother. 



And now, dear Kit, this is your mete and measure 
A God of beauty in all things to see! 

But keep as still as death about your pleasure 
Nor hint in verse of what it is to be 

So filled to fulness with divinest things 

That all unconsciously you smite the strings. 



The happiest man that lives must be the poet 
Who has his forces in such prime command 

That he can feel and let nobody know it; 
Oan see and hear and truly understand 

All of the art sublime, and still keep quiet — 

Like one who drinks the wine and shuns the riot. 

A few lines of response which we partially give 
here, from the originator, closed the correspondence. 
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The invocation of the abused Dray Horse was 
from a scene too familiar. 



Say, may we not when all is said and done 
Speak earnestly the truth in way of fun? 

The sweetest bliss 'tis said is born of pain — 
The safest guide from dark, deceitful night — 

Ard who would care to never come again 
If always shone Orion's measure bright? 

And here Sir Knight if such a charming strain 
Still echo forth I'll build .more forts in Spain. 

A student in life's Ai*t and Social Club 

The Devil takes you hindmost, while that I 

Secura cura seize a lawless stub 

And trace Queen Mab wherever she may fly. — 

The other day all in the pelting rain 

I heard her in an old dray horse complain - 



O where and O whei e has that human gone 
That I've carried in weal and woe? 

And I here so long in this pitiless siorm 
Because that he carries on so! 



Oh. tanies he yet by that Lotus cup 
Which makes him a thing of scorn! 

Atd me — by those cars and this platform hif^h- 
A captive to founder forlorn! 

3- 

He heeds not my woes as I own not his trails 

Of pelfihncsp, passion, and hate, 
But Folidly good ouly ( ffer him love 

Ard courage and services great. 
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4. 

"i^et know, cruel man, you may yet come to mourn 

The virtues and wit of the stall — 
He fareth the best with God's provender blest. 

Is kind to his beast as to all. 

And now it fell out that our cashier must descend 
from his high horse from which he had met life's 
duties and responsibilities with a gay heart for 
nearly four years. True, occasionally from certain 
indices, with good old Job he feared a fear and that 
which he feared came upon him hot and strong as 
the stroke of the Sabeans; but, on the whole, dur- 
ing this period he crossed a flowery oasis. Just as 
going to dinner, one noon, he was called aside by 
the agent and informed that he was no longer re- 
quired — his services thenceforth would be rendered 
by his son — that no fault could be found with him 
and, continued he, "on applying for another situat- 
ion refer to me." Such was the tenor of his dis- 
missal but in the afternoon he suggested a place as 
switchman or one in the freight-house. As both 
were impracticable from his rheumatic tendency he 
asked the latter appointment for his son and had 
his way. Thinking from his long experience ho 
would have no difliculty in securing another desk, 
he wrote a direct statement of the facts to Head 
Quarters requesting employment in kind whereever 
possible. Before receiving a reply he submitted to 
the agent a copy of his application who found no 
fault therewith. Judge then of his surprise and 
indignation on receipt of this type-written effusion 
through a deputy 

Tours of the 11th inst to Mr. E. 0. Jr. has been 
referred to me for action and reply. 

I dont know of any vacancy at present on our 
road and as you surrendered your position at *High- 
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low' to your son I dont see as you have any claim 
on this company. 

Perhaps Mr. JB. may be able to find something 
for you to do, but I don't think you are entitled to 
recognition of any kind after misrepresenting facts 
and traducing the motives of so worthy and upright 
a gentleman as Mr. W. S. G." 

A more oblique statement never issued from even 
the father of lies and we submit the rejoinder evi- 
dently from tingling fingers. 

"A note from you purporting to be an answer to 
mine of the llth to E. 0., Jr. 

If you have seen that statement to E. C, Jr., you 
know not what truth is, judging from your mis- 
sal. 

I said I was removed from the Freight Office for 
the son of Mr. W. is it not so? He is there now 
fulfilling my duties. I was offered the place of a 
laborer in the Freight House for which I was un- 
fitted and my son took it — My entrance into the 
office was direct at a salary of $ — monthly. 

Was this not a removal? 

To repeat your assertion that I have at all mis- 
represented would, speaking in the mildest most 
reasonable manner, make you simply an incorrigi- 
ble liar. Please submit this to E. 0., Jr. 

K B." 

Did Dr. Bushnell speak feelingly when he show- 
ed the need of the venomous principle in nature as 
a representational? Misrepresent facts! The only 
fact in question was there to answer for itself. Tra- 
ducing motives! Not one suggested, much less 
thought of — only a plain statement of the length of 
time and office held, on the strength of which alike 
service was solicited wherever possible. He had 
not been inducted by the present agent and a rein- 
statement was not even wMied. 
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Another missal came promising investigation 
but whether ever made was to him unknown. 

The deputy was an honorable man so were they 
all — ^all honorable, and sinking an employer's cockle 
boat with all ifs facts and aspirations, would not in 
the smallest affect their gentility. His hawser at 
any rate was ruthlessly cut and he set adrift on 
himgry Eld's inhospitable shores. ''Too proud 
would be the eye ne'er moistened by a tear." 

It was winter and he could not hear the chorus- 
sed whisper of fair flowers *Be calm— be quietl' but 
he could nevertheless appreciate their teaching and 
heed a suggestion of such grace; "for the mind is a 
coral-stone around which thoughts cluster silently 
in stillness, but are scared away by tumult." In 
things mortal and in things divine the spirit of wis- 
dom, says Wallace, descendeth like a dove. Mis- 
trust as well the strength as the honesty of the 
ever active; respect the counsel and revere the 
goodness of the quiet and the still. 

The meditative Emerson tells us a certain com- 
pensation balances every gift and every defect. 
The good are befriended even by weakness and de- 
feat. The nature and soul of things, as he puts it, 
takes on itself the guaranty of the fulfillment of 
every contract so that honest service cannot come 
to loss. Every stroke shall be repaid. The longer 
the payment is withheld the better for you, for 
compound interest on compound interest is the rate 
and usage of this exchequer. A better lot his then 
than gliding over liquid, lazy plains that never 
made a sailor or a hero either. 

Regarding thus his changes as only gi*eat moral 
advantages pushing him on to higher points of 
character he cheerily assumed the old vagabond 
role. As the old soldier said *to repine would only 
make bad blood' and, besides, what had he to fear 

13 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



290 VAGOB. 

who for so many years at that point bad been the 
Company's cashier and could leave any moment 
without fear and without reprv»ach? • 

To amuse his leisure some one handed him a 
French newspaper, and the end was soon attained, 
for he struck Marmier's siory of Jean le Soldat, 
which he, for the fun of it, proceeded to copy — 
taken with its cheering lessons and suggestions to 
himself. As it may interest a few we risk a syn- 
opsis. 

JOHN THE SOLDIEB. 

John the soldier after 24 years service left his 
battalion possessed of only a pound of bread and 
six maravedis — 3 cents nearly. Trudging along 
the highway ho said to himself: a pound of bread 
and six maravedis — my savings for 24 years! But 
under God's favor why should I repine? I would 
make myself only bad blood. At this time Our 
Lord with Saint Peter were making a tour of the 
world. They met the poor soldier in the way and 
Peter asked alms. What can I give you said John? 
I who have served the king 24 years for a pound of 
bread and 6 maravedis. As Peter insisted the 
charitable John drew his knife, made three parts of 
the bread, and gave two to the travelei'S. Repeat- 
edly meeting them he gave until he wished to con- 
gratulate himself on something to eat. 

Master said Saint Peter to our Lord will you do 
anything for this poor man who with us has shared 
his bread and mite? Yes, replied our Lord, ask 
him what he desires. 

John after grave reflection replied. "Here is my 
empty sack, I desire all to enter it that I wish." 

"So be it," said our Lord. 

Some minutes after, going through the village 
John observed at the door of a store a loaf white 
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Sua snow and an appetizing sausage. "Into my 
sj*ck," riaid he; in an imperious tone. Into it forth- 
with the breail rolled and the sausage glided and 
were eaten before the owner and his son reached 
him. 

The evening he arrived at a village where he 
must needs pass the night and from the mayor he 
demanded a lodging. 

"I can lodge you, "replied the mayor, "in a beauti- 
ful house which nolx)dy dares enter because it is 
haunted by a frightful apparition. If you are not 
afraid you will there do well. Tou will find at 
hand excellent provisions for ihat man who comes 
each night was very rich.*' 

"Good," cried John, "I ask no better." 

He went to the empty house and to his delight 
found a vault and dining room well furnished. To 
fortify himself against apparitions after lighting a 
candle he 6ut off a solid piece of bacon and quahfi- 
ed it with a pitcher of wine. As he was thus agree- 
ably occupied he heard a voice in the chimney cry- 
"Tomberaije"— Shall I tumble? 

"Tumble if you will," replied John, already heat- 
ed by the wine. "He who has served, etcetera, 
fears nothing. At the same instant he saw the 
limb of a man falling upon the inlaid floor! "Do 
you want to be buried?" demanded the soldier 
emptying his glass. With one of the toes the leg 
made a negative sign. Again the voice said: "Tom- 
beraije?" "Fall if you like," replied John, "he who 
has served the king 24 years fears nothing. Then 
he saw a second falling, through the chimney, then 
a bust and arms, then a head which adjusted itself, 
the members having come together — and before 
him appeared the owner pursued by justice. "John 
the soldier," said he, with a voice one could hardly 
hear without a pang of terror, "I see that you are 
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brave." "That is true," replied John, "I fear noth^ 
ing. But what can he fear who has during 24 
years served, the king for a pound of bread and 6 
maravedis?" *'Don't disturb yourself about pov- 
erty. If you do wh »t I desire to save my soul, you 
will be rich. Will you do it?" "Certainly I am 
ready to tie together your four members so they 
will never part more." "It seems to me you are 
drunk!" "N*), there are three degrees of drunken- 
ness, I am only in the first." "Eh, well, follow 
me." They went into the cellar and to be brief 
John agreed to distribute one of 3 crocks full of 
money among the poor, to give the second for pray- 
ers for the repdse of his soul, and to retain the 3ixl 
all gold to himself on fulfilling these conditions. 

This brought upon John the wrath of Lucifer 
who felt robbed of that soul saved by the prayers 
of the poor and of the church, and a little imp very 
lively and cunning volunteered to entrap and carry 
him off. 

One morning he foimd John seated tranquilly in 
his garden "Good morning. Master John," said he. 

"Good morning my little man. You are very 
ugly, but it amuses me to look at you. Do you 
smoke?" 

"No, I do^*t smoke." 

"Will you take a drink?" 

"No, I don't drmk." 

"Why then have you come to me?" 

"To take you with me." 

"Very well — while I am seeking provisions for 
the long journey amuse yourself by climbing that 
fig tree and picking some of that beautiful fruit." 
The little devil who was a gourmand hastened to 
profit by that invitation, John returned holding 
in his hand the instrument of safety and cried: 

"Into my sack." 
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Swearing, kicking, making frightful contortions 
the devil was forced to enter the terrible sack. 
John took a bar of iron and pounded the captive in 
a way ta break all his bones. Then he let him 
go. 

By the horns of the moon cried Satan in a terri- 
ble rage that proud soldier shall pay me for these 
injuries. I wiD myself seek him. 

"You shall see," he addressed John, **in what 
coiner of hell I will place thee." "Ah! truly! It 
is I who assume to give you a lodging." "You! 
vile insect!" *'Yes, all entire — tail and horns." 
"Enough of boasting," cried tho infernal king, 
stretching towards the soldier his great arms with 
their great claws. "Into my sack" cried John. 
The devil in vain tried to save himself — he strug- 
gled, he kicked, but, bellowing, roaring, he was for- 
ced to enter. John took a sledge hammer and 
btixick him with all his might unt3 he made him as 
flat as a sheet of paper. "What must we do?" 
cried the demons when they saw their chief dislo- 
cated, flattened and trailing his tail between his 
h'gs like a beaten dog. "We must," said he, "bring 
locksmiths to put bolts on all our doors and masons 
to close all the openings of hell that the abomina- 
ble John may not enter." 

When John found he was dying he took his sack 
and steered for Paradise and at its gate was St. 
Peter. "Hallo, friend," said the saint, "where go- 
est thou?" "You see it," said the soldier quietly, 
"let me enter." "Eh!' my gay fellow, they enter 
not here who wish it. Let me see a few of 3 our 
merits." "I have served the king 24 years for a 
pound of bread and 6 mara\edis. Is not that a 
beautiful action? What think you?" 

"My friend that is not enough." 

"Ah! that is not sufBcient, we shall S3e." Say- 
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ing these words the old soldier advanced resolute- 
ly, saint Peter stopped him, and *into my sack,' 
cried John. "Ah John!" said the guardian of Par- 
adise, "think of the respect you owe me." "Into 
my sack," repeated John, think you the old trooper 
who for a poimd of bread and six maravedis has 
served the king 24 yeai-s, deserves not a good re- 
treat?" 
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REXTOVS^N. 

William Dean Howells, as reported in BufTalo 
Commercial of Nov. 22nd '87, says — "Reporting 
after all is nothing more or less than contemporan- 
eous history. It js my opinion that fiction may be 
replaced by contemporaneous history. I hold that 
the facts of life are so delightful and important that 
the time may come when we wil^ prefer them with- 
out any allegory tagged on." A brief retrospect of 
the most recent portion of our vagabond's vicissi- 
tudes fails not to corroborate Mr. Howell's position. 
However acting on the patient himself they are in 
their sequences strikingly suggestive — yes, impor- 
tant and beautiful. To-night as a tramp stretched 
upon a wooden pallet, a satchel for Lis pillow and 
the wide firmament for canopy — presently as a 
school-master holding the fort against the district's 
elect or a prisoner held for assault and battery. 
Next in a few turnings of Terra's axis he stands 
without bail or bond the cashier in a station of per- 
haps the most prominent railroad extant. Not only 
so but unsought he is made a member of an eclectic 
body composed of the most honorable, gifted, and 
learned of the commuuity. 

Were there not important facts in themselves 
and, beyond controversy, beautiful relatively as 
showing the insight and great heartedness of the 
sovereign people who, through circumstances pro- 
foundly invidious, reached the truth and delighted 
to honor integrity? The consequence of those 
changes was more important to the observed than 
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the observers as, betimes, the most favoring was to 
him as the water to Tautalos. Hating meanness — 
he could not associate with men of libei-al means 
while his hands only had to be sufficient for him; 
and, equally hating assumption, he would not step 
into a false position knowing to be out of clothes is 
to be out of countenance and out of wit. Of the 
tentatives we only name the kind desire for ac- 
quaintanceship per the president of Judge C. — an 
offer from the literary Hub for his biography — the 
acceptance of a contribution with laudatory editoral 
by the Illustrated Sunday Magaziner and last nor 
least the conclusion of one of the immortals that he 
would be justified in devoting his time to literature. 
But the gales of necessity swept him on, away 
from the lazy calm of thought, and forced him yet 
more throughly to study over *how sublime it is to 
suffer and be strong;' to linger still in Miss For- 
tune's academy. 

"Where patience, honor, sweet humanity 
Calm fortitude, take root and strongly flourish " 

Their attainment was probably, after all, better 
than any mere literary progeny and he might by 
these virtues themselves hatch out some work of 
interest — interesting for great and delightful mean- 
irg. So, unable to natch his brood in the regular 
way he got under it and raised it as the Kiwi does. 
It, too, like the giraffe, fooled the naturalist who, 
at first, refused to believe in it; and, only after a 
stuffed one was sent to England and, later, several 
living ones acknowledged its reality. She weighs 
about four pounds and her egg — she lays only one 
— is one pound of her own weight- This monstrous 
egg is laid among the roots of trees and covered 
with moss. Then she digs under the egg — squeezes 
into the tuauol and reniim there while the de3oai- 
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posing moss and leaves produce heat enough to 
keep the egg warm. 

And here, still bearing in mind the proposition 
with which we started — the importance and beauty 
of the facts of life — we gather it is beyond human- 
ity's grasp to assign any one fact its place. The 
humble one we have just submitted is no less preg- 
nant of meaning than the prominent superimposed 
sitting of a hen or a tailor against which only 
Charles Lamb refused a sedentary contest — In his 
own language he would "sit against anything but a 
hen or a tailor.'* 

Encouraged by these reflections added to the 
thought that there may be equivalents for John's 
marvellous sack we follow on in our vagabond's 
wake — premising one little anecdote. We tell it 
here as told to us. A youth intent on a certain 
journey boarded a west bound train at Chicago and 
was permitted to ride to the first station. Before 
coming to the second he was roughly accosted and 
kicked off on reaching it. Again he succeeded in 
boarding only again to be kicked off and again to 
re-appear. At length the wondering conductor 
asked him whither he wanted to go anyway and 
received the terse reply — "Omaha, if my pants 
hold out." So amazed and pleased was the official 
at the boy's directness and humor that be became 
his friend and forwarded his effort effectively* for as 
the initiated know there are two conductors on that 
route. The gamin's indomitable patience was the 
magical sack into which his opponents were forced 
to enter and issue, if at all, blessing undisguised; 
and it may be by some analagous charm, that the 
frowns of Missfortune wiil be smoothed into smiles 
and Vagor also reach the western Mecca. 

The winter succeeding his removal passed un- 
eventfully and the summer shone lovingly on him 
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spading his garden and that kind of a thing. The 
Fall turned up occupation during the shipping 
season as cashier to a .large produce-buyer and, 
later, he aquired another district school. This im- 
plied a residence near the school six miles away or 
boarding out. The latter was the role adopted 
and a more examplary or desirable habitat for the 
occasion could not be imagined. The head of the 
family was a spiritualist of Teutonic extraction — 
grave, considerate and revered by every member of 
the household as well he might; for the most unob- 
servant could not help feeling his kindly fatherly 
presence. His venerable spouse and the other in- 
mates held decidedly the same tenets so that Chris- 
topher acted only as a pleasing foil to their enjoy- 
ment. He was, however, not so happy in his prof- 
essional relations. The preceeding teacher had 
had considerable conflct with the pupils forcing 
him to invoke the aid of the law and as his friend 
he incurred considerable odium to begin with. But 
besides that he struck against a prejudice of the 
school superintendent as to a principle of order. 
He had always and happily been wont to treat a 
pupil as a free and independent agent capable of 
self-respect and kindly guidance and therefore his 
idea of order did not coincide with the rigor of 
present school discipline. Not that he neglected 
its cujture for two items of the first Government 
Inspector's report ran "Order good. Discipline 
good," and two of the last Inspector's read **Discip- 
line good. Instruction greatly improved since the 
accession of present teacher." And we have seen 
the recent devotion of his Patville pupils in spite 
of the strongest inducements to the contrary. 

No doubt the rule of perfect silence works well 

for the teacher but does it work equally both ways? 

Does not the obligation to silence, the imposition 
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of a new moral duty, weaken necessarily his appli- 
cation? 

2. By keeping him dumb and still as a statue is not 
both blood and intellect in a state of stagnation? 

3. By placing him imder a system whose standard 
is taken from the maturity of the human intellect 
is it not probable that the child may be sitting 
down into the habitual practice of a fictitious char- 
acter? 

4. Has not, from professional testimony, such a 
repression of free agency often resulted in aflfecting 
the mind, impressing on it a degree of timidity al- 
most bordering on pusillanimity? 

We have shaped those queries fearlessly from 
the experience of a veteran — knowing surely if un- 
der the present regime the pupils progress is sure 
its tardiness is yet more confirmed. It is no un- 
common thing for a child to be seven or eight years 
in attendance yet ignorant of the rules of syntax or 
even of simple problems in arithmetic. Talk of 
Yankees living fast! They need to to make up for 
their protracted and ominous preparation. The 
gifted Henry Ward Beecher with his characteristic 
abandon had his fling at this state of things. He 
said, "among the superstitious of education are 
those in favor of order. It is not that there is no 
such thing as order but that its advocates are 
bigoted, are narrow, and exclusive. As practice 
almost always precedes philosophy so already there 
is to be found the fact of disorder for the sake of 
benefits which cannot be had by despotic order. 
If a parlor is arranged with chairs in rows all 
around the walls with everything in right lines 
every one says — how stiff, how intolerable, how 
little taste is manifested! But swing around the 
lounge in the corner carelessly; let the chairs be 
scattered about just as they would be if persons 
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had but now used them. Shove the centre table a 
little out frpm the very middle of the medallion so 
that it shall not be set, and then people say the 
parlor has a social and easy air. We dont blelieve 
order to be heaven's fiist law. The face of nature 
is the most obvious and thorough refutation of this 
superstition. Everything in creation lies around 
loose or is mixed up in the most inextricable dis- 
order. Not in confusion. 

One morning, early in February, just as the ex- 
ercises had commenced they were interrupted by 
an arrival. The intruder the superintendent him- 
self — a chipper, smart young fellow with a rather 
prepossessing address. The scholars from number 
and mien in the teacher's view made a fine presen- 
tation and hearing the classes lasjted until noon. 
An address followed in which nothing was objected 
to progress but their order was beyond his exper- 
ience. He had examined a great many schools but 
none were so regardless of discipline — had been 
told on the way that they even threw paper wads 
at each other! he did not explain whether during 
study or recess. Finally he counseled them to sit 
mute and grow wise! The whole harangue seemed 
to the teacher a good humored approval rather than 
censure, but, later, he found his mistake. On 
applying for the renewal of his certificate he was 
enjoined to bring a line as to fitness from the farm- 
er with whom the official spent the night previous 
to his visit, or from one of two others designated; 
and that suggestion threw a flood of light on the 
whole wretched business. The family referred to 
had been pointed out by his friend as peculiarly 
vindictive and he was counselled to get along with 
them as quietly as possible. A boy of eleven and 
a maiden probably 16 or more made the family 
contigent In pursuance of his friend's advise he 
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he had borne a good deal of her presumption but 
one quest of hers he felt in duty bound to refuse. 
He had permitted her once or twice to pass from 
her seat and sit beside a young man whom she 
averred would help her over some difficulty. This 
difficulty seeming insurmountable as she persisted 
in going continuously, the teacher enjoined her to 
keep her own place and this was a mortal offense. 
"I hate him," she was overheard to hiss. 

The boy was almost equally intractible: in fact 
so lumpy he seemed incapable of anything but 
grinning and really was an object of pity to the 
teacher. They had, however, managed to poison 
the mind of the supf rintendent by inverting the 
truth and hence prejudging he had come with or- 
derly glasses resolved on quarreling with anything 
and everything not in a right line. He had not the 
wit of a Bacon who saw that there is no excellent 
beauty that hath not some strangeness in the pro- 
portion, or of Lockyer who claimed for his affianc- 
ed a fascinating cock to her nose. As looking along 
the class no doubt even such an item out of plumb, 
hooked, snubbed, or tip-tilted would offend his 
aesthetic soul and he would assume the maker him- 
self unwarrantably careless. We need hardly say 
the course prescribed and indignity itself were 
quietly ignored and caste into his special sack. 
"It will all come right one day." 

That day of vindication in this instance illumes 
our page as we write. The public presses are rap- 
idly throwing off an account of a fearful tragedy 
from insanity — one implicated has just suicided 
and who can doubt that the sense of right and 
responsibility was affected by possession or sugges- 
tion. 

His duties went on despite of detractors and the 
term of four months was happily completed. De- 
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ductiDg board he had the glorious privilege of re- 
turoing to his family with more than momentary 
comfort — compared with John the soldier's his was 
no mean outfit. 

In truth who can overestimate the relief, the re- 
bound of the heart of the poor man in such a ease? 
To see eyes lit up by joj^ous sympathy caught from 
him? The whole one self! 

"Self, spreading still! Oblivious of its own, 
Yet all in all possessing." 

Specially is this the case with him who makes 

the moial being his prime care. It must be of 

such a one thkt an unknown poet beautifullj^ 
writes. 

**Hi8 is a soul whose master bias leans 

To home felt pleasures and gentle to scenes; 

Sweet images! which wheresoever he ba 

Are at his heart; and such fidelity 

It is his darling passion to approve 

More bra\e for this — that he has much to love." 

The time subsequent though quiet was not un- 
eventful. The previous Christmas had been sig- 
nalled by the marriage of the second of of 4 sons 
and a few months from his return the eldest too 
helpmated, leading by a few weeks the youngest 
and only remaining daughter into the family major- 
ity of benedicts. Of course he strongly felt the 
wholesale bereavement but heartly approved a 
course defined by sacred as well as human obliga- 
tion. If to be what we ought to be we need sup- 
port, help, communion in good, in this way — what 
must be the less to tboi-e deprived of what has 
been rendered necessary! forced to tread life's round 
uncheered, nnteuded, unharmonious! We know of 
i.one so much to be pitied excepting those who 
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have negatives who dafly counteract all one ought 
to do and to be. How grateful ought every 
mother's son to be that is soulmated as well as 
housemated. 

Such an experience now fell to his own lot for 
from a fall inducing erysipelas and that intermit- 
tent fever a whole year was needed for convale- 
scence — -before he felt justified in looking about for 
fresh fields and pastures new. 

During that time the glimpses of sunshine were 
few and far between but the old playful rhythmical 
spirit would then break out and carry off such effu- 
sions as the 'Automatic Nurse,' *Katey, Hank, and 
the Devil,' 'Washington/ 'Bums.* 

This last evoked a response from the sweet-toned 
Harp of which we assume he was not a little proud 
as we find it pasted carefully alongside that which 
called it forth. It read: 

Monday morning. 
Dear Kit, 

I must tell you how much I like 

"He bravely bui-st his birth's invidious bar." 
The whole poem is artistic, finished, complete, 
that line royal. 

Truly yours 

S. T. C. 

Before submiting the poem as a conclusion of 
the chapter it may be suggestive of the evolution 
of an idea to note the same expression from diff- 
erent minds. Beattie first uses: Poverty's im- 
conquerable bar, "Milne speaks of: 'Necessity her 
brazen bar,' Tennyson has something about the 
'bonds and bars of circumstance,' and Kit blimder- 
ingly travei*ses the idea to the poet's great delight, 
showing — *'A11 that hath been majestical in life or 
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death, since time began, is native to the simple 
heart of all — the angel heart of man." 

BUENS. 

1. 

He sang the sea-beat soil, the sylvan hamits 

Of Scotia wild — her rustic toils and ways; 
And simple faith, fond loves and gay romauntes 

And derring — do in good broad Doric phrase; 
Yet with a force and grace that mind enchants 

To either pole and crowns his shade with bays — 
And in Fame's temple of the great and wise 

He stalwart stands with glorious flashing eyes. 



What truth escaped that piercing kindling glance 

In nqjture's gift, bepeath, above, around? 
The wee bit mouse did sympathies en chance 

The lark, the daisy, meaning had profound; 
And Passion's vivid, tender, true romance 

Through him direct sublime expression found. — 
Not Venus zone displayed more power and charm 

To win the w^'sest and the coldest warm-" 

3. 

He bravely bm-st his birth's invidious bar 

And, in his manhood stood erect and bold! 
All weapons formed for wit's relentlsss war 

Fh w haimless off this shield of beaten gold — 
Nor clouted shoon, nor piebald coat could mar 

The charm of song from that heroic mould. — 
And, while Time on his radiant axle turns, 

We hail the day that hallows Robert Bums. 
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XLIV. 
WESTERN TOUR. 

These imkuown secluded years of the Perfect 
Oae of Nazareth, planned by divine wisdom which 
marks out the life of all men, teach us that the 
noblest lives may yet be the most obscure, that 
life, in the highest sense, is not mere action, but 
the calm reign of love and duty towards God and 
man in our allotted sphere — that the truest and 
holiest joy is not necessarily that of public activity, 
far less that of excitement and noise, but rather 
where the calm around lets God and heaven be 
mirrored in an untroubled spirit. 

Apart from the greatness implied in Dr. Geikie's 
proposition, our settler was at lea it enrapport with 
that calm around, which lets God and heaven be 
mirrored in an untroubled spirit. The day was fit- 
ted to the mind, wound itself around it like fine tis- 
sue and colored all its fancies. The weather suit- 
ed his moods — "the variable wind played a thous- 
and tunes, and brought a thousand spectacles, each 
the frame or dwelling of a new spirit." The key to 
this receptivity was a simple adherence to duty 
and selfdenial. He had during the comparatively 
plenteous years, besides paying his indebtedness 
for fare hither, paid several instalments on the al- 
lotment and house then occupied, so that, though 
interest was accumulating, he had no pressing incu- 
bus of rent, and thus could give cordial heed to 
surrounding influences. A feeling too of divine 
humility and restf ulness outweighed all others — 
the memory of the relief from the shafts of scepti- 
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cism, accorded to him on his native strand, ^enhanc- 
ed the commonest blessings. Nor was there any 
morbidity in this selfabasement as any he or she 
well knows who has gained in like manner like 
precions faith. To talk to such of dccepting the 
'Perfect, One of Nazareth' as his or her almighty 
saviour would shock their sensibility. 

The only apt presentation to them would imply 
the greatness of their gracious acceptance by him 
and his own special, peculiar gift. 

"A heart at leisure from itself, to soothe and 
sympathize." 

The site of his habitation was singularly picture- 
sque. Standing on a bluff overlooking a smiling 
cultured plain, bounded by a charming internation- 
al lake around which shades of departed heroes 
still loomed with mementoes of the War of Inde- 
pendence. One house to the east and jou entered 
a grove of considerable extent with many an ave- 
nue and leafy covert, largely patronized by society 
near and far for daily or nocturnal picnics. The 
latter generally brilliant affairs as, on an open,turfy 
glade, were placed an orchestra and platform for 
the votaries of terpsichore, while, around and over- 
head, the arching boughs coruscated with gems of 
light, and lit up fair women and brave men in danc- 
ing revel. But, hark! high over all the west bound 
toot — as if the grove conceals a steam calliope for 
mere accompaniment. So close the train hugs the 
wooded height the branches shade its slow length 
until emerging around the limestone bluff, so near 
one may descry the smiles and tokens of the com- 
ing or departing guest. 

It has been questioned whether the arts on which 
we modems pride ourselves have done anything for 
character, whether morals have not declined as the 
arts have ascended — if it is not great arts and little 
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men. Look up the inveators say these q lirisfc-j 
and you fiutl each has his own kaack, his geuius is 
in vehiH and spots. Tli^ gieat, eq-ial, symn^tricil 
brain fed from a great heart you shUl not find. It 
is too plain that with the material power the m )rcil 
progress has not kept pace. 

We do not sj mpathize at a venture with this do- 
clamation as indeed who can on perusing a sk<tch 
of Faraday by Gladstone or of James Watt from 
personal knowledge by the manly Sir Walter Scott? 
But, in any case, the resounding locomotive ha 1 a 
charm peculiar to this vagabond. It too had wfMi- 
ded hither and to him it spoke of langsyne — the 
wonderful consensus of things that evoked it from 
that Ultima Thule to tie together all nations or lit- 
orallv grapple them with hoops of steel. "I invite 
you," says Gulian C. Verplank, a generous Ameri- 
can, "to consider what was achieved by the labors 
of Watt. He was not merely the improver of the 
steam engine, but, in fact, as to all that is admir- 
able in its structure, or vast in its utility he has the 
clear right of being honored as its inventor. It 
was by his invention says an eloquent eulogist of 
his chamcter and genius that its action was so rt g- 
ulated as to make it capable of being applied to the 
finest and most delicate manufactures and its pow- 
er so increased as to set weight and solidity at do- 
fiance. By his admirable contrivance it li;is bo- 
come a thing stupendous alike for its force and its 
flexibiUty." 

By the way the swoop in^ assertions one some- 
times meets even from savans, are surprising to the 
last degree as one quotation amply shows. In verb- 
uttal of such scientists as claim with Mr. Backle 
that the spirit of the Scotch Church is as thorough- 
ly hostile to human progress as the spirit of the 
Spanish Iniiuisitiou, John Fisk, another illustrious 
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American, simply brackets New England and Scot- 
land, the homes of puritanism, and states the broad 
incontrovertible facts as to the influence of their 
religious theory of life upon general education. 
**Nowhere," he says, "has Puritanism vith its keen 
intelligence and its iron tenacity of purpose, played' 
a greater part than it has played in the history of 
Scotland. And it is a perfectly patent fact that no 
other people in modern times, in proportion to their 
numbers have achieved so much in all departments 
of human activity as the people of Scotland have 
achieved. It would be superfluous to mention the 
pre-eminence of Scotland in the industrial arts . or 
to recount the glorious names In philosophy, in his- 
tory, in poetry and romance, and in every depart- 
ment of science, which since the middle of the 18th 
century have made the country of Burns and Scott, 
of Hume and Adam Smith, of Black, and Hunter, 
and Hutton, and Lyell illustrious for all futuie 
time. In reality the Puritan theory of life led at 
once to universal education in Scotland, as it did 
in New England, and for precisely the same reas- 
on. . Popular (ducation was begun in Scotland 
earlier than anywhere in Europe. 

Often immovable he stood upon the bluff, his 
eyes fixed on the receding train, his fancy busy 
with the scenes and changes through which it needs 
must pass, so suggestive of unlimited progress and 
brotherhood. How delightful yet realizable on this 
liberable continent the island poet's noble concep- 
tion! 

And on her lover's arm she leant 
And round her waist she felt it fold, 

A-tid far across the hills they went 
In that new wurld which is the old. 

And o'er them many a eliding star, 
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And many a merry wind was bonie, 
And, streamed tlirou«^li many a golden bar, 
The twilight melted into morn. 

Bat assuming steam as the consort of civiliza- 
tion we might not inaptly parody the lines thus, 

And o*er the hills and far away 
Beyond their utmost purple rim 

Beyond the nights, across the da}S, 

Through all the world she followed him! 

And yet remained another cause of interest; for, 
after much investigation to ascertain the fate of his 
youngest brother he, wonderful to relate received a 
response from the Gate City in his own calligra- 
phy! The intercourse thenceforth was maintained 
and many tokens of affection utilized the cars from 
the Big Muddy — some remindei of well being per 
antelopes, prairie chickens, et cetera. 

What lively emctions each and all excited ^ e 
cannot show, only, in passing, his spirits bounded 
at the name's display on the cars. His eldest 
brother had been ten yeare absent when he first 
saw Lim on a strange soil, but his joungest had 
been now thrice ton before even the prospect of 
meetipg at all. They were old men each with a 
luge family and their experiences like the poles 
antipodal. That one gathered from old society 
customs and avocations, this one in contact with 
Indians and border civilization! What, after all re- 
mained in common? Ciicnmstances not only alter 
cases but too often modes of thought, and even the 
dispositions themselves. ^'Scarce any man," says 
the moralist, "is willing to allot to accident, friend- 
ship and a thousand causes which concur in every 
event without human contrivance or interposition, 
the part w hieh they may justly claim in his ad- 
vancement." We d'ffer not because we are irra- 
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tional but because we are finite beings, fam- 
ished with diflFerent kinds of knowledge, exerting 
different degrees of attention and only one rule of 
action can conserve family as other ties. 

He was about to test ibis ordeal and personally 
steam beyond the nights across the days to a fra- 
ternal meetiog. Had resolved on a prospective 
tour in order to find remunerative and suitable oc- 
cupation, choosing Columbus, Nebraska, as the ob- 
jective point: the rather because he might thus by 
means of a lay off ticket have the unspeakable hap- 
piness of seeing his long lost, beloved brother. 

We will now tarry over the attractions of the 
States of Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, as de- 
scription must necessarily be partial, tccauee liter- 
ally carried through them with a msh. Olseiving 
as speakiug requites deliberation. The glance of 
the eye is often too quick for correct coEception as 
the zeal of the ficsh is too hot for the zeal of faith. 
Talking of those whose nature rushes into great 
pafsion Dr. BuehEcU ^ ays: t-peakii g in the vehem- 
ence of steam, there will no accent of divinity in 
what they say: Nobody expects either steam or 
lightning to be inspired. 

In pursuance of bis purpose he stepped off at 
Omaha and we may imagine him solitary, hesitant, 
accepting' the instant way— in this case the street 
nrmbered Tenth. We question whether the youth- 
ful Saul Mhen blindly rounding off his trip to Du- 
mafcvif — the possibly oldest city in the old world — 
en his May to tie street that is called Straight, felt 
more absorbed or bewildered than did this eastern 
stiarger in this newest city in the new world so 
far as he knew. Not that the bustle or noise dis- 
(cmpcsed hJm, fcr an ex-citizen not only of the 
greatest sea-port but of the greatest city on earth 
he was impeiviciTS to all tLat; but as he reflected 
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on and compared the closing of a similar cycle he 
could only wonder and admire. From the time he 
first landed in England, 1841, to the period of final 
departure, 1871, how many haps and hazards he 
had experienced! and now at the close of an equal 
cycle, 1851 to 1881, not less eventful to himself, he 
was about to se^one whose identity had been es- 
tablished on savage solitudes, among native guerril- 
las, among the slain in a great battle and who 
hence had been disembodied to all intents and pur- 
poses as far as went the ties and rites of kindred. 

So true it is that there are sweet surprises await- 
ing many a humble soul fighting against great odds 
in the battle of a seemingly common-place life. 

Thus musing he passed two streets at right an- 
gles and turned sharp on the third, away from the 
river, intendmg at a suitable restaurant to refresh 
and remove the traces of travel. Chancing to 
glance up at a signboard over a grocery store he 
was stunned by the view; for there, confronting 
him, was the dear familiar name James Burleigh! 
Pausing hardly long enough to attract attention he 
moved forward to gain time for self-possession and 
action. To go in as he was or keep to the first in- 
tent — that was the question. The latter still Wiis 
the most prudent and self-respectful, but he would 
just reconnoitre the prospect and at least catch a 
silhouette. He stopped, turned, advanced, halted 
by the window,|inspected the interior, saw only 
one occupant — a man of probably fifty years and 
inclining to corpulence. Was he the outcome of 
the youth who, at nineteen, bade adieu to him a 
tyro teacher in the border town of Annan? Yes, 
that shapely head and open glance belong to him 
still — to prolong the interval would only lessen the 
joy of grief. He strode collectedly in and walking 
up to the counter queried respectfully — James Bur- 
leigh? 
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"Yes, tl afc is my Dame." 

"Do you know mt?" 

"No." 

"You don't know Kit?" 

"No." 

"Have you not a brother Christopher?" 

"No." 

"What! not Tail Ag^in!" 

It would be impossible to depict the change be- 
gotten of this allusion to a boyish escapade — the 
radiant glow of mingled thought, feeling, impulse, 
desire, that lit up his countenance, and their hands 
met in a warm clasp. 

We will not obtrude on the family nor on you, 
dear reader, with further detail — suffice it — ^after a 
happy delay of 5 days he went on his way rejoic- 
ing. 

. His view of the country around Columbus could 
not be better expressed as a whole than in the 
words of the old song: 

"Far hae I ridden and mickle hae I seen 
But such a lovely landscape saw I never nane." 

His eye for once seemed satisfied of seeing, and 
then and later his standard of earthly enjoyment 
was a cot by the flowing Platte. Two days, and in 
July, he roamed around the tei minus enjoying ihe 
height of rural felicity in wild cavalcades, wilder 
herds of the graceful equidae on the unlimited 
gieen, and 'dog-towns' — to him peculiarly interest- 
ing from rarity. It is not easy to surprise them as 
they live in burrows and foim communities. They 
utter a sharp chirp which is called barking and 
hence their name but it is a rodent animal of the 
family Sciuridae or tail-shaders,' because, in a state 
of rest, that member is turned over the back — It 
is about ihe size of a squirrel but heavier— h&virg 
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much the appearance of a small woodchuck. Its 
color is reddish brown above and brownish-yellow 
below. The rambles, too, were heightened or hal- 
lowed by the rich glamor of thought; for he had as 
companion one versed in the science of nature — a 
courteous gentleman and scholar. 

They had met casually at the same hotel and 
through some mystical affinity at once coalesced. 
Making a pedestrian tour through the States he 
wished our traveler to share the enterprise, but to 
Vagor's chagrin duty forbade and so he returned 
homewards. Passing yet one day in the society of 
his refound brother he left with the prospect of 
soon returning to that city petrified or saxified by 
the humorous John Saxe — 

OMAHA. 

1. 

Hast ever been to Omaha 

Where rolls the dark Missouri down, 

And four strong horses scarce can draw 
An empty wagon through the town! 



Where sand is blown from every mound 
To fill your eyes, and ears, and throat- 
Where all steamers are aground 
And all the shanties are afloatt 



Where whiskey -shop« the Uve-long night 
Are vending out their poison juice 

Where men are often very tight 
And women deemed a trifle loose? 



Where taverns have an anxious guest 
For every comer, shelf, and crack; 

14. 
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With half the people going west 
And all the others going backf 



Where theatres are all the run 
And bloody scalpers come to trade; 

Where everything is overdone 
And everybody underpaid? 

6. 

If not — take heed to vrhat I say, 

You'll find it just as I have found it; 

And if it lies upon your way 

For Godsake, reader, go around it. 



w 
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XLV. 
GATE CITY. 

It is pleasant to observe that, even with the 
straitest sect, the formal final punishment of the 
condemned is to be that of creatures only, while 
the blessedness of believers is divine — enter thou 
in to the joy of thy Lord. Yet a little while, said 
Talfourd, and that which we call evil .is no more. 
Yet a little space and those wild emotions — those 
horrid deeds — those strange aberrations of the soul 
on which some gifted hearts have delighted to 
dwell will fade away like the phantoms of a fever- 
ish dream. 

Rejoicing therefore in the delightful wallet which 
Time carries behind him in order to put alms for 
oblivion, we consign to it the emotions, fortunes 
and trials that transpired in the interim between 
leaving Omaha and return with his partner. Not 
only these but wanderings, disappointments and in- 
dignities occurring many weeks thereafter. 

Anticipating prompt employment he was on the 
contrary strongly realizing the truth of those two 
propositions — 

"All your aims may come to nought when every 

[nerve is strained." 
"He shutteth and no man can open." 

It was on the pledge of a man high in oflSce that 
he pulled up the stakes of a decade and transferred 
them just then, and, no doubt the mind of the offic- 
ial was good to do that he had purposed but busi- 
ness depression controlled his wishes. 
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A diflferent course was struck casually by means 
of a young man employed in the Head Quarters of 
the Big Muddy railroad. Happening in for some 
trading his brother formally presented Christopher 
to him and — countreymen and railroaders — ^he was 
soon possessed of Kit's experience and expecta- 
tions. Promptly and kindly he proflFered his ser- 
vices to take him over to their establishment, a lit- 
tle way down on the other side, and introduce him 
to the chief clerk who might possibly bring him to 
the notice of the auditor. All which was effected 
in the same kindly spirit and though he was appli- 
cant one — over two hundred — his reception was 
cordial and augured well for a desk betimes. 

As hopefully awaiting the issue it might have 
been said domestically — 

Great events are in the gale 

And each hour brings a vaiying tale. 

His brother strongly urged by an old friend to 
visit with him their native Bi itain, their dear moth- 
er isle, and no less prompted by desire, cast about 
him for arguments for and against. He had great- 
ly suffered within the past few months from the 
death of his beloved wife, family anxiety, and busi- 
ness exaction and, no doubt, a thorough change of 
association for a short time would be the most per- 
fect Ionic; but how to leave his engagements! Tme 
he had a son of nineteen with two able assistants, 
yet, though skilled in details, could he grasp the 
full situation and influence aiight his motherless 
brother and two sisters just in their teens — the 
most selfish period of life? And then possibly his 
aged brother and sister made no small factor in the 
problem. They had come hither through high 
hope held out by him, and to his mind well assur- 
ed, and yet it had miserably deceived like that 
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double — "that round ever the wretched hangs and 
hides the place on which she stands." Now this 
and now that consideration seemed to sway him 
until finally he unconsciously illustrated the me- 
chanism of thought as submitted by Oliver W. 
Holmes. *-A single night of sleep," he says, "has 
often brought a sober second thought which was a 
surprise to the hasty conclusion of the day befor j. ' 
Lord Polkommet's description of the way he pre- 
pared himself for a judicial decision is in point ex- 
cept for the alcoholic fertilizer he employed in 
planting his ideas: "Ye see^ I first read a' the 
pleadings; and then, after letting them wamble in 
my name wi' the toddy two or three days I gave 
my ain interlocutor." That the process of uncon- 
scious cerebration, ftrtilizer and all, was ne eded 
for the decision of brother Jjimes we shouldn't 
wonder, and it comprised a protracted trip of two 
months, Like a prudent manager he put every- 
thing in order as far as possible. He also insured 
against accident for the benefit of his family and no 
less generously for that of his brother. Not only 
thus as regards him for a gentleman in some way 
his debtor was instructed to supply any demands 
made in his absence as from and by himself. 

The Fourth of July was that appointed forstart- 
ii g, in company with his friend and wife who had 
preceded him hither by three 3 ears — making an 
absence of Thirty Four from their native Lincoln, 
an eastern shire in old England. The ancient 
Greeks averred there was many a slip between cup 
and lip and nearly befell an illustration in this case. 
The vut ve morning from Missouri's lazy bed rose 
smiling on the shores and town that stretched to 
far off gainihhed heights and vales whose low estate 
seemed coniforted with brooks and trees and sweet 
eye-pleasing flowers. The crackers, squibs, shots. 
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shouts, and cheers of patriotism already greeted 
her so well the celebration aptly was Patriotoiis. 
But, hark! what means that scaring yell — more 
shrill and wild than note of bngpiper? Ah, yes, a 
gamin wounded! Albert, Albert bleeds! Not he 
of Wyoming but Albert B., the seven years* son of 
him about to travel. His hand unguardedly as fir- 
ing oflf a pistol has been perforated and now what 
remains! The course as projected for, confiding in 
his brother and sister's judgment, he held on his 
way. 

• The wound was more troublesome than anticipa- 
ted and for a month two physicians or surgeons 
were retained, the oldest for one month more. The 
care entailed day and night on the matron, besides 
manipulating applications and administering medi- 
cines, was perhaps the most exacting of her ardu- 
ous life though her family of eight had reached 
man and womanhood. Vagor himself had no small 
share of anxiety one way and dther. Engaged 
about a week after the accident in the oflSce indi<*a- 
ted he felt yet constrained to nightly help his 
nephew post his books. Not soonerous in itself 
but the frequent interruptions and indifference as 
to wasted time rendered the task far more irksome 
than that of the entire day, and an equal amount of 
salary would not have tempted him to undertake or 
continue what had been simply a labor of love. It 
extended three moths. 

With his brother's advent he retired to a little 
cot one of many with which the numerous ridges or 
hills are garnished. So difficult at that time it was 
to secure a residence he had rented it a whole 
month previous to occupation. 

But Goethe says all progressive minds are cheer- 
ful and cei^tainly he was soon himself again. In- 
stead therefore of stopping to specify his office- 
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work and details, only premising that he was in a 
flourishing railway's passenger department which 
itself contained fifty clerks, we present his duties 
and surroundings by a few hillarious verses. — 

1. 

The Frank he sits there, 
With his fine head of hair, 

Arranging his cards and his tally — 
The Scot all intent 

On Ke-div and per cent. 

Represses awhile the gay sally. 

2. 

And there to the right 

Looking wild with dehght 

At the items pilled high for his ledger 
Sits one who might wield 

For a pen a stout shield 

Or bawl forth the song of the dredger. 



And his vis-a-vis 

From the far Zuyder Zee 
His head swept as by a 'miasmus' 

Casts his balances there 
With a calibre rare 

A chip of the old block Erasmus. 

4. 

The chief of the set. 

And Apollo's own pet, 
With smiles that reveal their own story 

Spreads sweetness and light 
Over business despite, 

And at church rules a choir in his glory 
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5. 

And now we have straight 
Given points their due weight 

Of the knights of the pen at that table — 
Though critics may laugh 

And opine that we chaff, 

Or ask us if we can spell able. 

The knight so intent on Redivision and Per-cen- 
tage was probably the rhymster himself and we axe 
not sorry there's a hole in the rest of the ballad. 
' The auditor was a little five feet entity of the 
Pauline type. High, well-defined aquiline nose, 
and other features good. The forhead Shakesper- 
ian, the eyes, beneath finely arched brows aglow 
with speculation. More betime^ of the mental and 
moral cast of character. 

The site on which his cottage was perched was 
peculiarly fitted to call forth his sympathies and 
energies. Eastward it overlooked the city, the 
river and Council Bluffs westward it commanded a 
picturesque gulch watered by a mumiuriDg brook on 
who. e northern bank were pleasure grounds and a 
house of entertainment which even on Sunday the 
ruddy Scandinavians patronized with music and 
dancmg to the great annoyance of pilgrim puritans. 
Nor was the townward side less obtrusive on that 
day, for, all over the gentler slope and densely 
wooded bottom, 3 ou would hear near and far from 
clump or thicket impenetrable to view> the sounds 
of saw and hammer. The desecration called forth 
the forces of an old Damf riessifin who hired or 
l)ought a cottage and set it apart for a Suuday 
School. His fcuccess was exc< ptional aud soon, wo 
believe, he had the largest aud most devoted insti- 
tute in the city. He then canvassed for a mission- 
ary and successf ullj^ and yet agliin was longe j>rim- 
us in procuriug an ordained minister. 
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Possessing rare courage and tact this big, beggar 
man as he was jocularly called, had occasionsdly 
queer rencontres and one he used to relate with 
much gusto. When he first set out to establish a 
church his intention was simply to enlarge the 
Sunday School after its removal to a proper site; 
but he met with a presentation of the subject in a 
light luminous as humorous and came yet as light 
from heaven, through a staunch old Teuton. "Why 
dond you," said he, "build a new one? I will give 
two hundred toUars and speak to mein frients who 

I know will aid you. There isn't a d d sight of 

difference between Lutherans and Presbyterians 
anyway." He and friends were better even than 
the proem and most liberally aided the enterprise 
as well as exemplified by attendance the broad 
spirit of Christhood. Of course the sympathy of 
Vagor was fully aroused and indicated in all ways 
possible — by coritribution, invocation, speech and 
pen. 

The first was inconsiderable enough in itself and 
the second perhaps still less so — aptly drawn by 
Homer 2000 years ago. 

**Prayers are daiightei*s of Almighty Jove 
Lame, wrinkled, and squint-eyed, that painfully 
Follow Misfortune's steps; but strong of limb 
And swift of foot Misfortune is, and far 
Outstripping all, comes first to every land 
And there wreaks evil on mankind which prayers 
Do afterwards redress. Whoe'er receives 
Jove's daughters reverently when they approach 
Him willingly they aid, and to his suit 
They listen." 

His manner of speaking was hesitant, abrupt, 
condensed, yet one night he met approval such aa 
thrilled him with emotion. A young lady, wife of 
a government officer, after the service, saluted him 
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through tears of thankfulness and assured him he 
had done her so much good by his remarks. This 
we mention because of its moral. It shows that 
any one who has the power of willing has the pow- 
er of acting, speaking, or praying in such way as to 
do good to somebody. "Every one exerts an in- 
fluence by his very thoughts and the influence of a 
man who has a belief is wonderfuL" "If you are 
redeemed, benefited, say so," eloquently exhorted 
the ilev. J. N. Freeman one night at Highlow, and 
possibly unconsciously he seqonded the injunction 
of philosophy which bids us depose the lightning 
so as to conduct our thoughts rapidly as they arise 
from land to land; and hence by consequence to 
utilize the light of heaven and speak it everywhere. 
Over the pen name of Old Ernest he sent sever- 
al contributions to the City Observer preserving as 
he thought his incognito; but, one night, going 
around to a solicitor's which he was in the practice 
of doing he was disabused of that idea. The occas- 
ion of this mode of procedure was a text which fur- 
nished some weighty thoughts for the Eev. Mr, 

H a — "while I was busy here and there he was 

gone." Here and there, thought Kit, what an ad- 
mirable heading for a few essays! Here in this 
school the gifted and learned; there, in that spac- 
ious, lofty fane, the athlete and late pugilist! Lat- 
er I must attend this Antaens and see how he 
gives the devil his due — whether he speaks as well 
as he fights like the great Julius. Such the origin 
of first essay and continuance until the plant was 
transferred. He then turned to the genue Watch- 
man and the state of the streets presented the most 
obvious subject. In a violent rain or after an inci- 
pient flood as frequently befell it was no exa^era- 
tion in Saxe to declare that four strong horses 
scarce could draw an empty wagon through the 
town. The way was next to impassable and so full 
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of ruts in consequence that one's back as sitting in 
any light curricle collided to lame if not to kill. In 
a grotesque rhyme, interalia, he counselled the 
councillors to procure griffins or winged horses for 
their special use, else have the streets put in keep- 
ing with their magnificent structures and interim 
distances. The last suggestion, whatever the med- 
iate cause, was soon thereafter adopted. Famham 
paved — Harney, Douglas, 16th and 18th asphalted 
and for show at least surpassed the best macadam. 
We have no record of contributions to this serial 
and find one only in manuscript which was possi- 
bly recopied. But as there is really nothing to 
hinder its appearance we will use it as our editorial 
privilege. The friendship between the parties in- 
terested waB never interrupted. Ihe incident that 
evoked it was this. Lazily sauntering past the 
stairway leading up to the office he wss hailed by 
the genius loci himself from the third or fourth 
stair and invited to share his otium cum dignitate. 
Readily complying the vagabond was soon under 
a fire of interrogatories which we cannot particular- 
ize*, and only elicited so many disclaimers and dcai't 
knows as to cause the querist with portentous front 
and magisterial air to demand. "What do you 
know?" The reply unavoidably prevented was 
handed in next day, 

"WHAT DO YOU KNOW?" 
1. 

What do you know, asked Mr. So-and so 
The rhyming chief as sitting on the stairs 

That led up to his Poatry Daypo — 

And tipped his hat upon the north-west hairs. 

As he should say I Mr. Mac Do-nough 

A thing or two might shame your slow day- 

[mareg 

What more he thought or meant just then was 

[stopped 
An augel passed and after her he hopped. 
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But yet the catecbist right heie set up 

His query and his imprimatur 'stet/ 
Aiid so I'll fire my rough and tumble Krup 

To show to him there's powder dry there yet — 
I know the angel that he followed up 

Had flowing skirts and beckoned higher yet 
Until she vanished — he knows when and where 

Else hke the goddess— mother into air. 

3. 

And so I know we only know in part 

All truth, as sportsmen know their flying prey. 
And learn betimes by slow and dexterous art 

The incidental angle used to slay. 
By thunder, too, he struck it neat and smart 

When thus we saw him take his eager way; 
For Goethe names it forfcy-five degrees. 

And now h^ knows one knows just how to tease. 

Much attention besides was given to another 
popular serial whose editor's kidness and courtesy 
left an impression ineffaceable and had his reign 
continued all that the generous rivalry of noble 
minds could elicit would have been forthcoming. 
He might have struck the poetical as at times lie 
had shy poetical insight and reconcilements but 
they withdrew too often in the manner of Mr. 
O'Brien's. He was a member of a rhyming club 
and, failing in making a couplet, was fined. Stumb- 
ling homewards under skiey and other influences 
an inspiration seized him and turned him about. 
"I'm Paddy O'Brien drunk as a swine," rang in his 
ears and he determined to redeem the forfeit. Re- 
entering the hall with much gravity he declared he 
had a rhyme and was encouraged to proceed. He 
gave it but with a licence, thus — 

I'm Paddy O'Brien 
Prunk as — pork by Jabers! 
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Eeturning to the main track from which we have 
been switched two years, two advances, two vaca 
tions, and one transfer — from the auditor's room to 
that adjoining the General Manager's — we find his 
affairs not so well amended as assured or anticipat- 
ed. The promised advance has not been given and 
the manager s profile only suggests to his mind the 
words of Othello — 

"You told a he, an odious, damned lie — 
Upon my soul a lie; a wicked lie." 

Eeflecting yet ihat what was deferred in time 
might be compensated by amount he patiently 
wrought on in accord with the old adage — if you 
wish prosperity deserve it. New lines of railway 
and additions to the old were being opened up and 
hence new stations to be furnished with tickets and 
instructions^ besides supplies for succesive excur- 
sions and fairs, so that opportunity was fully pre- 
sented ;and the strain on his business energies was 
almost anomalous. He had just overcome the 
pressure of the season and been complimented by 
the sub-manager, or chief of his department, who 
declared he had done twice as much as any prede- 
cessor when he was summoned before the chief. 
The magnate was sorry to say through arrange- 
ments outside of his control, he was forced to part 
with him though no immediate removal was neces- 
sary a week, a month or even two as suited himself. 
He enjoined him to advise the auditor who, he had 
no doubt, would arrange for readmission. No fault 
could be found with him and he was to request the 
auditor's attendance. In compliance with this in- 
junction he at once saw the auditor who instead of 
his usual urbanity growled — "Have you been mis- 
behaving again?" Taking this simply as a joke for 
he had never interchanged with either oflicial or 



Digit'zed by 



Google 



326 VAGOK. 

clerk an angry word he laughingly rejoined — **Yoir 
can soon satisfy yourself the manager wants to see 
you." The only attitude could be at all misrepre- 
sented was in the absence of another clerk whose 
work was assigned to him. Asked at the time- if 
Le did not like it Le answered frankly: "No, be- 
cause of m}^ sight — it is too trying.'* At all events 
this wretched mysterious bearing of his superioi-s 
caused no Uttle uneasinc ss and the rather because 
his own singularly transparent disposition hated 
intensely all finesse, cunning, and management. 
Why should there be concealment or hesitation at 
revealing the cause or causes why of a change so 
vital to him? With his old clerical friend he had 
received a blow in the face though too, like him he 
had borne himself correct as an angel from heaven, 
had received from his superintendent the highest 
encomium. Verging sixty he was yet capable of 
his duties though — dismissed — the consequence 
might be irreparable. So great indeed was the in- 
dignity to his sense of providence that momentari- 
ly he forgot his sack, as the pilgrim in Doubting 
Castle his key, and saw nothing ahead of him but 
a hole in the water into which he must miserably 
disappear! Yet he was soon himself again and 
shortly thereafter was offered a desirable position 
in a Publishing House, which he deferred accept- 
ing until further developments at the office. The 
first exhibit was an employee's return ticket for 
himseK and wife valid for a month. This he was 
constrained to use on account of the past ordeal 
and only wished before starting a quiet interview 
with the auditor on account of his insensate and 
confounding query — the more so as he was assured 
by a high official that the auditor was unduly in- 
fluenced. That gentleman detained at home 
through sickness he cou^d ouly use the escape valve 
protem, and this we may name — 
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BILIiEE OEANPALL. 

1. 

The pythoness with such finesse. 

The oracle could haoadle 
As made the false appear the real--^ 

And so played some on Crandall! 

' 2. 

The gossip vamp Miss Sairey Gamp 

For courtesy sipped scandal 
Which gave each view a lying hue 

And so did Billee Crandall! 

3. 

"Send tribute now to me or else,, — 
Wrote Nial — darling vandal! 

Yet soon to And himself behind, 
And so may Billee Crandall. 

4. 
The darkling blow from secret foe 

Has never haft of sandal; 
But lacerates the soul it mates, 

And so will that of Crandall. 

5. 

I go but with old Time, my friend 
That slays both spite and scandal; 

And puts to rout all tyrants stout 
Or slaves like Billee Crandall. 

6. 

And yet, farewell — Qod send you grace 
Like sand on Coromandel: 

We bear no hate though d nthe prate 

That fooled you William CrandaU. 

It would be unfair yet to omit that there were 
other departments l)esides the auditor's and ticket 
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oflSce — that the moming of departure the maDager 
wishing him a pleasant trip enjoined him to re- 
member in spite of appearances he was no less a B 
and M employee — and so that he calmly put the 
defunct position in his sack, faced the sun rising 
and recalling an early boyish incident, intrepidly 
sang— ^ 

LET HEE WENT. 
1. 

Let her went Taffy said, as a bull on a tare 
Dashed away with his bonds and sprang high 

into air 

Over buttress and pier, in his blindness and pride; 
To be lost like a flash in the Mersey's broad tide. 

2. 

There was wit in the Briton's grim heaity ha ha 
As the gambols of taurus imwieldy he saw; 

For why should bhnd fortune our peace ever slay 
Since changing as Protens as prone to betray? 

3. 
The man who is true to the constant within 

In despite of all changes goes on still to win: 

"What tieacherous chance can extinguish dear love 

Joy and faith in the truths are inspired from 

above! 

4. 

If big smelling friendship unworthy fail 

And like the blamed bovine as quickly turn tail 
Remember his kicking and force will be spent 
While you laugh at his antics and cry — Let her 

went! 
5. 
If grief and dark care on your footsteps impend 

The heartfree from guile may smile on to the end; 
For forms of all evil must quickly be spent 
Since good only lasts and exults, Let her went. 
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FINALE. 

Railway Porter. — "Well, sir, you've tipped me 
very handsomely aud I dont mind giving you a tip. 
Never get into the last can^iage, it always suflferd 
worse in colUsions." Mr.' O'Biill. — "Faith, why 
don't they leave it off, then?" 

As we feel unable to adopt the hint of Mr. O'Bull 
we will jump aboard for a round trip to the world s 
limbo, the great cataract; to whose genius we Hiay 
consign the begining of the end and so vacate for 
good the boundless, promising west. Not that our 
rover had elected any fate or point of departure 
for as a child he awaited the father's will with glad 
expectancy — he knew well from the past' that there 
are no trials may not be converted into blessings. 

Not all who seem to fail have failed indeed 

Not all who fail have therefore worked in vain; 

For all our acts to many issues lead. 

And out of earnest purpose pure and plain. 

Enforced by honest toil of hand or brain, 

The Lord will fashion in His own good time 

Such ends as to His wisdom fittest chime 

With his vafct loves eternal harmonies. 

There is no failure for the good and wise. 

What though thy seed should fall by the wjiy side. 

And the birds snatch it, yet the l>irds are fed 

Or they may bear it far across the fide 

To give rich harvest after thou art dead." 

But down the burn Christie sounds the j^steteim 
whiistle and off goes the train along the river bank. 
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Past Belle-vue the memento of a romantic picnic; 
over the Platte bringing airs and reminiscences 
from the scenes of early exploration; over the Mis- 
souri itself — and on across Iowa. Over the Missis- 
sippi, dear to fame, and on away beyond the night, 
across the days. One fine Svmday in September 
18 — they reached the residence of their eldest — a 
villa near the Falls. The youngest too was located 
in the neighborhood and accompanied by one or 
other of their spouses he often made delightful 
and interesting excursions as we gather from this 
memento among others. 

NIAGAEA. 
Vfhy this ado, thou bluff Niagara! 

As if the world would heed thy ceaseless call, 
' Ajad turn aside in rapt and speechless awe 

To gaze upon thy wild and dizzy fall! 
TVbat art thou but a slave of form and law 

A show of power material — after all! 
^^t kinkey wall so bright and radiant there 
Not fairer is than is my lady's hair! 

13tt^ milky pool that gathers in thy tears 

And keeps thy secrets ever deep within 
Not truer is than self to doubts and fears 

And humbling falls that mark the trail cf sin — 
That incense there that mounts and disappears 

In heaven's own gates doth yet not nearer win 
To God's great heart than doth the contrite sigh 

Unseen of all save his all-seeing eye. 

Deep unto deep there calls and homage pays- 
America to Engiand England thence 

To her. To Him the symphon^- of praise 
Who evermore in common doth dispense 

Laws, learning, language, and heroic bays, 
The love of freedom and strong pith of sense: 

And better yet to knit in amity 

Frank admiration — mutual, kind, and free. 
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I linger yet upon thy matchless brink 

While thoughts like these impressively assail — 
How blessed wer% mine to feel-the power to think 

A melting song or tell the thrilling tale 
Would mend the heart and earth to heaven link — 

Make worth, and truth, and hocesty prevail! 
But, hark! dost hear my rough bon ami Frank — 

"Come on away thou blamed Missouri Crank!" 

They severally and unitedly urged him to remain 
there, where were so many attractions, and affocbioa- 
ately submitted his claim to the great and gracious 
law of nature that old age should have rest. And 
feelingly did he know that the soul seeks not — she 
demands release from the bonds of the world's day- 
darg life; and expects her thoughts to be settled 
into a calm still and tideless. Without deciding 
they made a tour but antedating their ticket and 
only on renewed expostulations submitted — the 
mother to the enjoyment of family in tei course and 
the father to the much coveted calm of thought. 

No sacrifice was spared to secure their ease of 
mind. The days of the human autumn were thus 
made as calmly gi*and, as gi-acefuUy hopeful as the 
days that lead the changing year down to the grave 
of winter. lie did not regretfully utter the dolor- 
ous strain — 

I'm growing old, I've sixty years 

I've labored all my life in vain — 
In all that time of hopes and fears 

I've failed my deareet wish to gain; 
I see full well that hero below 

Bliss unalloyed there is for none. 
My prayer will ne'er fulfilment kuuw; 

I never have seen C ircassone, 
I nevor have seen Carcassone! 
He had probably never reached the good ahead 
of him that the old farmer anticipated, nay predict- 
ed, but he was not without comi)cn8ation. Like 
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tlie mad laird' he never kenned whare he cam frae. 
His paternal ancestor lay monldexed beneath the 
carved enigma in God's acre upon the chequered 
downs of Tinwald, as secure from the strictures of 
fame as if his descendent had never been. But all 
the same he was one enabled to go with time, not 
behind it — to feel age more by the strength of his 
soul than by the weakness of his body. And, 
granting one unkind aspect of fate, it, like the re- 
ciprocal influence of sense organs, has a corrective 
merit. The excitation of any sense, says science, 
has for result the increase of the acuteness of others 
If colored plates are placed at such a distance that 
one can hardly distinguish the colors, and various 
sounds are thon produced, the colors become gener- 
ally more distinct the higher the sounds. Similar- 
ly one can while sound affects the ear, read words 
which one could not before. So it requires aflfec- 
tion's diapason to bring boldly out the fainter lines 
of fate 

What is the consolation of wealth to the tender 
transport of delight imparted by love's soft sym- 
j)athy? Is it not pitiful in this connexion to notice 
the ostenstble things by which we are rich or poor! 
"a matter of coins, coats, and carpets." Against 
these he could place his eight scions of any (me of 
which he might thankfully sing: 

Said Sir Walter Scott "unless we have . taught 
ourselves to consider everything as moonshine com- 
pared with the education of the heart we shall 
never learn to feel and respect our real calling and 
destiny." 

To make his cap of earthly felicity run over he 
lad the delight of that friendship planted in es- 
teem's deep soil and the gradual culture of kind 
intercourse. We have as editor been c msulting a 
huge pile of letters from this untiring friend C. B. 
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L., all foolscap size, and every page closely written 
— sometimes eight pages — and find them so inspir- 
ing that we rise dumbfounded with admiration at 
their appreciation of the lofty, experience of the 
world, delicacy of manner, pathos and amiability. 
To him it is we owe these outlines — not only are 
they at his suggestion but through his power to 
console and inspirit; no week passed without tho 
cheering epistle and some tentative to exertion. **I 
love" he playfully says in one missal, "to look back 
— upon the past friendship between us, to recall 
the many battles we have fought, and see the 
wounded carried from our imaginary battle-fields 
to be succored by the good dame fortune in the 
hosj^ital of faith and good cheer." A few lines of 
Vagor's passed to him through ihe Niagara Cour- 
ier and hence without a breach of confidence may 
be repeated. 

To C.B.L, HIGHLOW. 

My dear, good friend, I'll venture once to try 
Niagara's proud harp — longwhile incog: 

Till, late, some sons of Orpheus masking sly 
Gave it a most unmerciful strong jog — 

From droll gi-otesque to heights sublime it rose 
From feet *not mates' to *instep high on nose.' 

And is not this the maestro's choson shrine 
As witness cedars tall and massive rocks — 

That form to waters many-voiced a line 

On which their vast momentum raves and shocks 

And sinks in tumult horrible to scan, 

Down, down to caverns measureless to man? 

O sacred stream! to me thy melody 

Is sweeter than all melodies beside — 
In night's lone watch the spirit's lullaby 

The life of hope, the dirge of hate and pride — 
God over all the strain, increasins, loud — 
* *Him first— Him last - Supreme in shine or cloud 
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Ye clouds that give the sliy its gayest shades 
Or roll along surcharged with death and gloom 

Smile ye or frown on more steependous glades, 
Or where the works of art more grandly boom, 

Or where earth's offerings more sublimely rise 
Commingled with the heart's best sacrifice? 

S(^ was our wanderer laid asleep in the body to 
become a living soul, to illustrate by these memoirs 
the admirable laws of the spirit as gathered from 
philosophy and sec nded by largo experience. — In 
viewing ourselves, our past in the light of thought 
we find our life is embosomed in beauty — behind 
us as we go all things assume pleasing forms as 
clouds far off. Not only things familiar and stale 
but even the tragic and terrible are comely as they 
take their place in the pictures of memory — the 
soul will not know either deformity or pain. In 
the hours of clear reason the mind seems so great 
that nothing can be taken from us that seems 
much — the universe remains to the heart unhurt. 
The world itself exists for the education of each 
man. To believe 3 our own thought, to believe that 
what is true for 3 ou in 3'our private heart is true 
for all men, — that is genius. What we do not call 
education is more precious than that which we call 
Fo: for, as Emerson beautifully excogitates — One 
mode of the divine teaching is the incarnation of 
the spirit in a form — in forms like my own. I live 
in society with persons who answer to thoughts in 
my mind or express a certain obedience to the 
great instincts to which I live. I see its presence 
to them. I am certified of common nature and 
these other souls these seperate selves, draw me as 
nothing else can. They stir in me the new emo- 
tions we call passions — of love, hatred, fear, admir- 
ation, pity — hence comes conversion, competition, 
persuasion, citiee and war. We infer hence too that 
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he who writes to himself writes to an eternal public^ 
that that statement only is fit to be made public 
which you have come at in attempting to satisfy 
your own curiosity, and that what we do not believe 
we cannot adequately say though we may repeat 
the words never so often. 

That he wrote in the Kght of all or any one of 

these laws we do not say but leave to the erudition 

of the acute critic and turn to his impassioned swan 

song his now old and hoar — 

MUCH PONDERING ON NIAGARA'S 

SOUNDING SHORE. 

Alone by the fast flowing stream 

In pensive enjoyment I sit — 
The past and the present alike 
Pay tribute to vagabon<J wit 
What are the hard facts on life's roiind 

But aids helping mortals to think — 
To weld up a being divine 

By adding sound link unto Htikr 
The land of my father's and mine 

To me gave its classical lore; 
A.nd — treasure of treasures — the word 

That opened God's infinite store. 
To England whose charter was miiie, 
And yet a kind step-danie at bei^, 
I owe the free graces of speech^ — 

The absolute rest of unrest! 
Ate they — sons find daughters — lesfi d^lr 
Though bom and enshrined on het* soill' 
O no — ^but to prejudice heed 

We stand in the devil's owti coil! 
To grasp facts in full we must be 

Exempt from the trammels of place — 
To have and to hold all things well 

Our hearts must claim nothing in ispaed. 
What myth ever coined of the brain 
TLet equalled in beauty and grace 
The concept of Thee v^edof earth 
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And seen in a vagabond's face? 
That thus thou mightes't walk hand inhand 

With all still empowered to be kindV 
Endow with thy pains and thy worth 

The worlds of heart and of mind! 
Thou coulds't not be held of earth's bars 

Nor of Satan's own vigil and ward 
But bodily upw^ard and on 

To bliss thou didst pass glory-slarred. 
So Time's cunning alchemy shall 

But forward our speed to thy throne— 
Thee leader — though world's oppose — 

To glory and joy must we on. 

We may hence gather whatever the laws of his 
intellectual life he had known and loved the law of 
patriotism as defined by Dr. Cheever. — Every evil 
habit, he says, dne conquers, every vicious element 
one neutralizes or annihilates is an insurance for 
the benefit of society. Could even five men of 
Sodom have been persuaded to obey the God of 
Lot the dissolute city would have been safe from 
fiery vengeance. So the best patriot, the best 
lover of his city and country is he who becomes 
from the heart and in the life a true Christian. 
That person is doing the greatest work for his 
country and his race who is growing most in grace 
and in the knowledge and likeness of his God and 
Saviour. The region of the mighty cataract was 
pregnant of thought and metaphor and feelings too 
deep for utterance. Every day revealed new beau- 
ties and aspects! So the astronomer pursues his 
celestial problems in an ever increasing ratio of 
admiration. He discerns the real motion from the 
apparent, the central star from the wanderer, the 
order of their going and association and binds 
them into systems. Systems themselves offer a 
sublime investigation and again triumph awaits the 
student. The sun moves! The grandest object in 
gcaoe as in nafaue was and is a Vagabond. 
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